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FROM THE BOTTOM UP — A SMALL-SCALE COMMUNITY ARCHAEOLOGY
PROJECT IN HUNGARY
Vera Majerik, Dr. Borbdla Nyiri
National Institute of Archaeology, Hungarian National Museum Public Collection Centre,
Budapest (Hungary)

Abstract. Could public archaeology provide a common platform and amalgamate a
fragmented local community? The Erdébénye Community Archaeology Project aims to achive
exactly that, bringing divergent social groups together under the egis of archaeology and local
history. The programme is developed from the bottom-up, primarily to pique the interest of
children, and — by engaging the younger generation - intends to reach adults as well. The project
devised a series of experiential, participatory activities for a broad audience to explore the
archaeological and cultural traditions of the Zemplén microregion and by this, to protect the fast
disappearing archaeological heritage of NE Hungary.

After the regime change in 1989, the Borkombinat was dismantled and the reliable
income it provided to local winemakers disappeared. Most of the family vineyards went
bankrupt their land bough up by large wine companies. However, many of them are now owned
by non-locals, city dwellers who do not get involved in the routine of village life. Even today,
the main income of the local people of Erdébénye derives from viticulture, agriculture and
forestry, as do many small rural communities in the area. This situation prompted us - the
descendants of Erdébénye - to somehow find a common ground on which the two segments of
the community could start a conversation. We are hoping that our enthusiasm for archaeology
could provide suitable means to achieve this, using methodologies commonly known as
community or public archaeology.

Materials and methods of research: The discipline serving as the theoretical backdrop
to the project is commonly termed as public archaeology; particularly suited to our objectives of
community-building and science education. The programme’s protocol and educational materials
were developed entirely by the team, while the equipment used in running the archaeology
themed-events is provided by the National Institute of Archaeology. The archaeological material
collected during the field surveys — and in the course of future excavations — is inventoried and
documented by members of the team. The conservation costs are shouldered by the National
Institute of Archaeology, along with the adequate storage of the material collected.
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TOMEHHEH KOT'APBIT'A — BEHI'PUAJIATBI KIIIT KOFAMIBIK APXEOJIOI' IS
KOBACHI
Bepa Maiiepux, bopoana Hupu
Y ATTBIK apX€oJIOoTHUs HHCTUTYThI, BeHrpust YITTHIK My3€iiHIH KOFaMIbIK KOJUIEKIHsLIIap
opTanslrbl, bynanemr (Benrpusi)

Anparna. KaybIMAacThIK apXeosoTHsChl OpTakK IiardopMara alHaibIN, OBITHIPAHKBI
KEPruTKTI KaybIMIACTBIKTHI OipiKkTipe ana Ma? DpaédeHbe KaybIMIAaCThIFbIHBIH apXE0IOTHsUIbIK
XK0o0achl apXeoJIoTHsl JKOHE OJIKeTaHy JEeMEYUIUINFIMeH OpTYpJli QJIEyMETTIK TONTap.ibl
OipikTipyai Makcat erenl. barmapiamMa TOMEHHEH JKOFapbiFa, €H aJJbIMEH, Oayaiapabl
KbI3BIKTBIPYFa apHaJIFaH ’KOHE )Kac YPIAaKThl TAPTy apKbUIbl €peceKTep/l 1e TapTyhl kepek. JKoba
asChIH/Ia KEeH ayAMTOpUSFa apHAJIFaH 3€MIUICH IIAFbIH aliMarbIHBIH apXeOJIOTUSJIBIK, MOACHU



JIOCTYPJIEPIH 3epTTEyre KOHE COJNTYCTIK-IIBIFBIC BEHTrpHUSHBIH JKeIeN Oralblll Oapa JKaTKaH
apXeOoJIOTUSIIBIK MYPaChIH KOpFayFa OarbITTaIFaH OipKarap ic-Iapajap o3ipiaeH .

1989 xbuTbI TOPTIN ©3repreHHeH KeiiH bopkoMOMHAT KyHpen, OHBIH KEpPriIiKTi
HIapanmbuiapra OepeTiH ceHiMIi Kipici TOKTaThulgbl. OTOACBUIBIK KY3IMAIKTEPAIH KOIIILIir
OaHKpPOTKA YIIBIPAJbI, OJAPABIH JKEpJepiH ipi IIapan KOMITaHWSUIApbl CAThIN bl Anaiina
OJIapJIbIH KOIIIUIIr Ka3ip KepTiIiKTi eMec TYPFhIHAApAbIH, aybUl TIpUIUIIriHEe YHUIMEHTIH Kana
TYPFBIHAAPBIHBIH Helirinae. byrinri kyHi Dpné0eHbeHIH KEePTUTIKTI XaJKbIHBIH HET13T1 TaOBICHI
ayJaHJaFbl KONTEreH IIaFrblH aybUINBIK KaybIMAACTBIKTAp CHAKTHI XKY3IM IIapyalbUIBIFbIHAH,
SriHIIUTIKTEH >XOHE OpMaH IapyallbUIBIFBIHAH Kejemi. byn skarmail 0i3xi, «Opnédenbe-3»
ypriaKTapblH KaybIMJIACTHIKTBIH €Ki CETMEHTI QHriMe 0acTalThIH OpTaK alaH TabyFa uTepMele/i.
bi3niH apxeoyorusira JIereH bIHTa-XKIrepiMi3 KOFaMIacThIK HEMece KOFaMJIBIK apXeOoJIOTHs Tl
aTaJIaThIH O/iCTeMeNIep/Ii MaiilaiaHa OTHIPHIN, OyFaH KOJ KETKi3y YIIH KOJAiiIbel Kypan 0oia
ajajpl e YMITTCHEMI3.

3epTTey MaTepuanaapbl MeH daictepi: KoOaHBIH TEOPHUSUIBIK HETi31 PeTiHIE KbI3MET
€TETIH TIOH SJICTTE KOFAMJIBIK apXeOoJIOTHs JIC aTajajbl; Ol acipece Oi3/iH KaybIMIACThIK KYPY
JKOHE FBUIBIMH OKY MaKcaTTapbIMbI3Fa coiikec Kejeni. barmapmama xaTtamacsl MEH OKY
MaTepHaJIapbIH TOJIBIFBIMEH JKOOAJBIK TOM d3ipJeli, ajl TaKBIPBINTHIK apXeOJOTHSUIBIK ic-
mrapanappl KYPrisy YIIiH TaiJaJaHbuIaThIH KAOABIKTEI YJITTHIK apXeOoJOrHs HHCTUTYTHI
KaMTamachl3 eTTi. Jlayma >KyMbICTapbl Ke3iH/e KUHAJIFaH apXCOoJOTHsIIbIK MaTepuaiaap — *oHe
Oonamrak kKaz0Oamap — »kx00a KbI3BMETKEpJiepi TYTeHJCI, KYXKATTalIbl. YJTTBIK apXeoJoTHs
WHCTUTYThl KOHCEpBAIMs IIBIFBIHAAPBIH OTEH/I, COHBIMEH KaTap XHHAJIFaH MaTepHajliap.IbiH
JYPBIC CAaKTATYbIH KAMTaMachl3 €Te/i.

Tipek ce3mep: KOraMbIK apXeoJOTHs, allbIK apXCOJIOTHs, FBUIBIMIBI TaHBIMAI €TY,
OKBITY, Benrpusi.
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CHU3Y BBEPX — MAJIOMACIHITABHBIN IMPOEKT OBIIECTBEHHOM
APXEOJIOI'MM B BEHI'PUH
Bepa Maiiepuxk, bopoana Houpu
HaunoHnaneHbIi HTHCTUTYT apxeosioruu, LleHTp myOnuuHbIX Kojutekuuii Benrepckoro
HalMOHAILHOTO My3esi, bynanemr (Benrpust)

AHHoTanusi. Moxer 5 oOlLIeCTBEHHasl apXeoJioTus cTaTh o0med MmiarGopmMoid u
00BbeIMHUTD pa3pobiieHHoe MecTHoe cooOmiectBo? [Ipoekt OOmiecTBeHHOW Apxeonoruu B
nepeBHe DpaEOeHbe HalpaBieH UMEHHO Ha OOBbeIMHEHHE Pa3IMYHbIX COIMAJIbHBIX TPy MOJ
ATUAON apXeoJoruu M MecTHOM ucropuu. IIporpamma paszpaGoTaHa MO HPUHIUILY «CHHU3Y
BBEPX», B IIEPBYIO OYEPE/b C LENbI0 3aMHTEPECOBATh JETEH, U MPUBJIEKAs] MOJIOJI0E MOKOJIEHUE
OHa JI0JDKHA MPHBJIIEYb M B3pOCHbIX. B pamkax mpoekTa Obliia pa3paboTaHa cepusi MEpONPUATHIA
JUIsL IIAPOKOW ayJAWTOpUH, HANpaBIEHHBIX HA H3YyYEHUE apXEOJIOTUYECKUX M KYJIbTYpPHBIX
TpaZiuLUi  MHUKpPOpETHOHa 3€MIUIEH M Ha  3allUTy CTPEMUTENIBHO  HMCUE3aIOILEro
apXeO0JIOTUYECKOTO HACTIEUs CEBEPO-BOCTOUHON BeHrpuu.

ITocne cmensl pexxuma B 1989 romy bopkomOuHaT pacnancs, W HaJAEKHBIH J0XOJ,
KOTOPBIA OH JaBajl MECTHbIM BHHOJENAM NPEKpaTWiICs. bDOJIBIIMHCTBO  CEMEMHBIX
BUHOTPAJHUKOB 00aHKPOTHIINCH, UX 3€MJIM CKYIHMJIM KPYIHbIE BUHOAEIbUYECKUE KOMITaHUuH. Tem
HE MEHEEe, MHOTHE U3 HUX TeNepb MPUHAIEKAT HE MECTHBIM JKUTEIISIM, TOpOXKaHaM, KOTOPbIE HE
BHUKAIOT B PYTUHY JAEPEBEHCKON XU3HM. [laxke CeromHs OCHOBHOM JOXOJ MECTHBIX JKUTEIEH
OpnébeHbe MocTymaeT OT BUHOIPAAApPCTBA, CENbCKOIO U JIECHOTO XO34HCTBAa, KaK MU MHOTHE
HeOoJpIIMe CceNbCKUe OOIIMHBI B 3TOM paifoHe. DTa cuTyanus moOyauia HAac - MOTOMKOB



Opnébenbe - 3 KakuM-TO 00pazoM HalTH oOuIyro 1argopMmy, Ha KOTOpPOM JBa CerMeHTa
OOIIMHBI MOTJIM OBl HA4YaTh Pa3roBOp. MBI Ha/IeeMCsl, YTO HAIl SHTY3UA3M K apXEOJIOTUU MOKET
CTaTh MOAXOSIIUM CPEACTBOM JIJISl JOCTHIKEHHSI 3TOTO, C MPUMEHEHHEM METOJI0JIOTHiA, ITUPOKO
M3BECTHBIX KaK OOIIECTBEHHAS WM ITyOJIUYHAS apXEOJIOTHS.

Marepuanbl M MeTOAbI HMccaeAoBaHusi: JlucuuriumHa, ciyXkamas TEeOpeTUYECKOR
OCHOBOH MPOEKTa, OOBIYHO HA3BIBACTCS OOIIECTBEHHON apXeoJIOTHEH; OHa 0COOEHHO MOIXOAUT
JUTSL HAIIIAX IIeJIeH 10 CO3aHUI0 COOOIIECTBA U TI0 HAYYHOMY 00ydeHHI0. [IpoToKOoI mporpaMMel
U o0pa3oBareibHBIE MaTepUaAIbl OBLTM IOJHOCTHIO pa3padOTaHbl KOMAaHJOH MPOEKTa, a
000pyI0BaHUE, HCIIOIB3YyEMOE IS TPOBEACHUS TEMAaTHUYECKUX apXEOJOTHUECKUX MEPOTIPUSITHIA,
npenoctasieHo HarnumonansubiM MHCTUTYTOM ApXeEonoruu. ApXeoJOTHYeCKHe MaTepHabl,
cOOpaHHBIC B XO/I€ TIOJEBBIX MCCICIOBAHHUNA - U OyIyIIMX PACKONOK - WHBCHTAPH3UPYIOTCS H
JOKYMEHTHUPYIOTCSl COTpYIHUKaMH Ipoekta. Pacxoapl mo KoHcepBanuu Oeper Ha cels
Hanuonaneueiii  MHcTHTYT Apxeosoruu, a Takke o0ecrednBaeT Hajjexallee XpaHeHHe
coOpaHHBIX MaTepHaJIOB.

KiroueBbie ciioBa: o011eCTBEHHAs apX€0JIOTUsl, OTKPbITask apXeoJoTusl, IOIMyJIsipU3aLus
HayKkH, o0y4yeHue, Benrpus

Jns uurupoBanusi: Bepa Maiiepuk, bop6ana Heupu. CHuzy BBepx — MajoMaciuTaOHbIH
poeKT obmecTBeHHON apxeonoruu B Benrpuu / MUSEUM.KZ. 2025. Nel (9), c. 26-33. DOI
10.59103/muzkz.2025.09.02

Introduction. In May 2024 a small community archaeology project was launched by the
National Institute of Archaeology, under the auspices of the Hungarian National Museum and
Public Collection Centre coordinated by Vera Majerik and Borbala Nyiri. The primary aim of the
project was to identify, assess and protect archaeological sites across the SW Zemplén region
with the active involvement of local communities.

Results and discussion. The Zemplén microregion represents a unique environmental
zone within NE Hungary, both in terms of its climate and its cultivation practices. The Zemplén
landscape is dominated by clusters of vulcanic hills covered with deciduous forests, with small
villages nestled in the valleys (Fig. 1).
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Figure 1. Location of the Zemplén, Hungary in relation to the Kazakh Steppe region (Google
Maps — Vera Majerik)

The area where the floodplain of the Bodrog River meets the Zemplén foothills is
generally referred to as “Tokaj-Hegyalja”. Tokaj-Hegyalja is widely known for its excellent
wines owing to the region’s special micro-climate: warm during the summer months and humid
in the autumn. September-October tends to be quite mild still and as the morning mist from the
Bodrog drifts across to Hegyalja, dew settles on the surface of the grapevines grown on south-



facing slopes. This humid environment encourages the proliferation of a microscopic fungus
called Botrytis cinerea which causes the berries to shrivel and their sugar content to concentrate
— similarly to a raisin. Botrytis is also referred to as “noble rot”, the affected berries are then
handpicked and used — in a controlled environment — for the production of an exceptionally
sweet wine essence called “aszu”. The invention of the aszu is accredited to Maté Szepsi Laczko,
the steward of Zsuzsanna Loranttfy (1602-1660), a local noblewoman. Legend has it that due to
the continuous threat by the Ottoman army that year, the grape harvest was delayed until
November, resulting in a wine sweeter and stronger than average. Recognising this Maté Szepsi
Laczk¢é destilled the aszu juice and turned it into a tincture. In the Late Medieval period aszu
mixed with herbs was used as medicine, while aszt added to wine fetched a tremendous amount
of money at the time when sweet foods were not readily available. Apart from the unique taste,
Tokaj wines were also sought after since their high sugar content preserved them for longer,
therefore could be transported over larger distances. From the 17" century onwards, sweet Tokaj
wines were sold all over Europe, utilised often as diplomatic gifts between the royal courts of
France, Russia, Prussia, Sweden etc. Tokaj wines retained their popularity even during the
communist era, when small wine producers were gathered under the umbrella of the
“Borkombinat”, a region-wide wine cooperative. During the decades of the communist regime
quantity over quality characterised the production of Tokaj wines, traded widely to the countries
of the Comecon, including Kazakhstan.

After the regime change in 1989, the Borkombinat was dismantled, and the reliable
income it provided to local wine producers dissappeared. The majority of small family
wineyards went bankrupt, their land bought up by large wine companies. Moreover, the 1990s
ushered in new cultivation methods: wine growers moved away from the traditional, bush-based
method employed since the Late Medieval period, towards training grapewines onto frames
assembled into a series of long rows, leaving enough room in between for machinery. This
intensive cultivation method has been putting extra pressure on the thin, vulcanic soils,
increasing the rate of erosion significantly, and by this, threathening the preservation of
archaeological sites.

Erdébénye, the village where our community archaeology project is based (Fig. 2),
represents somewhat an exception within the close region, since here small-scale, family
holdings still dominate.

: Tl
F1gure 2. View of Erdobenye Vlllage (Photograph by Jozsef Hlavéacs)



Nevertheless many of these are now owned by non-local, town-folk who do not get
involved with the nitty-gritty of village life. Even today, the primary income of Erdébénye locals
derives from viniculture, agriculture and forestry, while, similarly to many small rural
communities in the area, it faces numerous challenges from emmigration, to low birthrates, the
lack of jobs and services. Currently, the daily activities and interests of the locals and the recent
arrivals occupy very different social and ecomonic spheres. This situation prompted us —
Erdébénye descendants ourselves — to somehow find a common platform on which the two
segments of the community can start a conversation. We figured that our enthusiasm for
archaeology and local history could be a suitable vehicle to achieve this with the application of
the methodologies known widely as public or community archaeology.

Public archaeology and the Erdébénye Community Archaeology Project

The are many divergent definitions of the term public archaeology in circulation
depending on where in the world the project is taking place [Moshenska, 2017; Skeats, McDavid
and Carman, 2012]. The inclusive definition of public archaeology refers to both the practice and
the scholarship of archaeology, and its interaction with the public sphere [Moshenska, 2017: 5].
According to the narrower definition, public archaeology is practically synonymous with a wide
range of public outreach activities conducted by professional archaeologists [Moshenska, 2017:
5]. Recognising the challenging nature of the subject, Gabriel Moshenska developed a useful
eight-part typology (Fig. 3).
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Figure 3. Some common types of public archaeology (source: Gabriel Moshenska 2017: 6)

Nevertheless the Erddbénye Community Archaeology Project (ECAP) illustrates well the
complexities involved in running such a programme. Moshenska’s first category “archaeologists
working with the public” describes best what ECAP is set out to achieve, however the project
also includes aspects of “archaeology by the public” [Thomas, 2012] and ‘“archaeological
education” [Corbishley, 2014; Galanidou and Dommasnes, 2007].



When the idea of ECAP was first concieved, we were faced with the task of how to get
the project off the ground and how to keep the local community interested. Therefore we devised
a plan of building a community archaeology programme from the bottom-up, to start small and
approach the public through entertaining educational activities. In April, 2024 with the help of
our colleagues from the National Institute of Archaeology we organised an archaeology-themed
day at the local primary school, which included an indoor presentation and a series of outdoor
activities, such as a mini-excavation of a 3D printed skeleton, a metal-detecting activity, a find-
replica touchy-feely session and a drone demonstration. The activities were conducted in three
“sittings” aimed at three different audiences: primary early years, primary later years and an
adult assembly (Fig. 4-5).

)

Figure 4-5. Archaeology day at the local primary school in April, 2024.
(Photograph by Vera Majerik)

Our objective here was to achieve the transfer of knowledge outside the normal
educational setting, moving away from classroom-based top-down learning methods towards
experiential and cooperative activities.

Building upon this, our team of archaeologists took part in the annual wine festival called
“Bor, mamor, Bénye” in August, 2024, where — besides representing the Institute of
Archaeology with infotainment sessions and roleplays for children — we also ran a series of
popular science demonstrations for adult audiences.

s, R

Figure 6-7. Archaeology-themed activities and demonstrations at the Bgr, rﬁéar, nye festival
in August, 2024. (Photograph by Vera Majerik, Dr. Borbala Nyiri)

The idea was that if we could make children interested in archaeology by getting them to
participate in our themed-activities, it is likely that the younger generation convinces their
parents and grandparents to attend similar occasions, and by this, perhaps in the future, they too



may take part in public archaeology events. The activities spanned several days and could be
attended free of charge, including our small-scale exhibition showcasing local archaeological
discoveries (Fig. 6-7).

In a similar vein, in November 2024, we organised a one-day event; carrying out the
detailed archaeological survey of the hilltop site called Erdébénye-Nagy-Rakottyas. The survey
team consisted of two groups: 1) enthusiastic locals ranging from 7-77 years of age, and 2)
registered, volunteer metal-detectorists coordinated by our archacologist colleague, Gabor
Bakos.
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Figure 8. Community ar?;haeology event: fieldwalking and metal-detecting survey of Erdébénye-
Nagy-Rakottyas in November, 2024. (Photograph by Lindsay Lloyd-Smith)

Conclusion. With the help of Erdébénye locals we were able to assess and document the
remains of a mill-stone quarry, situated on the eastern slopes of the ridge. The quarry was most
likely to have been utilised during the 18M-19" centuries, and although it fits with the Late
Medieval-Early Modern remit of our project, more research needs to be done to explore the
handicraft industry, trade networks, goods and services that existed in the period — along with
practices of viniculture and forestry characteristic in the region. While the first team was
conducting the survey of the quarry, the metal-detectorist group inspected the hilltop and the SW
slopes of the Rakottyas. Here, they were able to identify a series of terraces and recovered an
assemblage of Iron Age artefacts, including a scythe and a so-called Méotschwil-type brooch
linking the hilltop with the early occupation period of Celtic tribes settling on the NE fringes of
the Great Hungarian Plain (La Tene C period, Kruta et al. 1993).

Our plans for 2025 include the complete archaeological survey of the Nagy-Rakottyas
Iron Age site, in order to identify its position and extent in detail. We are also planning on
opening a couple of evaluation trenches to assess the archaeological material — with the active
participation of our volunteers. In addition, our intention is to complete the LiDAR survey of the
site along with a few other known prehistoric hilltop settlements in the vicinity. Apart from the



prehistoric sites, the LIDAR survey will also target remnants of Late Medieval-Early Modern
viniculture and forest-management still visible in the landscape. Furthermore, we are continuing
with our involvement at the wine festival as well, with similar activities for the children, and
theme-based infotainment demonstrations in the evenings for the grown-up audience.
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