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MEDIEVAL ARCHITECTURAL MONUMENT OF CENTRAL KAZAKHSTAN
A.T. Bokachyova, R.U. Chekaeva
Eurasian National University named after L.N. Gumilyov (Kazakhstan)

Abstract. The construction of architectural monuments in Central Kazakhstan was based
on local construction traditions, on the folk experience accumulated by many generations of
masters of previous periods.

The earliest types of mausoleums in this region include the Dombaul mazar, located on
the left bank of the Kara-Kengir River in the Ulytau district of the Karaganda region. In shape,
Dombaul resembles a yurt and is made of grayish-pink flagstone sandstone. This mazar
corresponds to the low level of development of construction technology of that time due to the
lack of sufficient practice in the construction of monumental buildings, but still corresponds to
the needs and demands of ancient society, it’s religious beliefs.

The time of condemnation and the affiliation of the Dombaul mazar are not exactly
known. It can be assumed that it arose in the VII1-X centuries - during the penetration of Islam.
Folk legend attributes it to the court musician of Genghis Khan, which, of course, does not
correspond to the time of the construction of the mazar. Dombaul is known to us as one of the
earliest monumental stone structures in Kazakhstan and is valuable for studying the history of
the development of folk architecture as the first harbinger of the amazingly beautiful and
complete medieval monuments of Kazakhstan.

Materials and methods: Materials of scientific publications, collection of special
literature on the specified monuments, historical photographic materials, measured drawings in
the archives of "Kazrestavratsiya". The research methodology includes a detailed familiarization
with the studied monument, the history of its origin and research. The place of the studied
monument in the context of the construction culture of the whole of Kazakhstan.

Keywords: architecture, culture, monument, mazar, dome, entrance opening, arch,
flagstone, survey work, mausoleum, foundation, slab, pre-Islamic period, restoration, ancient era,
Kazakh yurts, square, cone-shaped.
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OPTAJIBIK KABAKCTAHIAYBI OPTAFACBIPJIBIK COYJIET ECKEPTKIIII
A.T. boxauesa, P.Y. Uexaesa
JLLH. I'ymunes arbinaarsl Eypasus yntTeik yHuBepcureti (Kazakcran)

Angarna. Opranslk KazakcTannarsl coysieT eCKepTKIIITEPIH caly KEPriliKTi KYPbUIbIC
JOCTYpiiepl MEH OTKEH Ke3eHJeri IedepiepliH KeNTereH ypIakTapbl >KHHAKTaraH XajbIK
ToxipubeciHe Herizaenenl. byn eHipieri keceHenepAiH e€H epTeneri TypJepiHiH Oipi —
Kaparanet 0071bIcH! ¥IbITay aynaHbIHAaFbl KapakeHrip ©3¢HiHIH COJ JKaFajayblHa OpHAIACKaH
JomOaysun mazapsl. [limini 6odibHIa JlomMOaysln Kui3 yire ykcaipl )koHE CYp-KbI3FbUIT TYCTI
xKanaynia-KyMTacTaH jkacaliFaH. byl Mazap MOHyMEHTasbl KYPbUIBICTAP/Ibl CalTyAa MKETKUTIKTI
TOXKIPUOCHIH IKOKTBIFBIHAH COJl KE3JETl KYPBUIBIC TEXHOJOTHUSCHIHBIH JaMYBIHBIH TOMEH
JIeHreiliHe colikec Kenesi, Oipak oii Jie exXenri KOFaMHBIH KaKeTTUTIKTEpl MEH CYpaHbICTapbIHa,
OHBIH JIIHUA KO3KapacTapblHa J]a COMKeC Kele/l.

Jlom0aybu1 Ma3apbIHBIH CaJIbIHFAH YaKbITHl MEH KIMI'€ TUECLII eKeH1 HaKThl O6enrici3. OHbI
VIII-X raceIpiapaa — ucaaMHBIH €HY Ke3eHIHe makaa 0oasl aen 6omkayra 6onansl. Tansivan
aHbI3 OHbI LIIBIHFBIC XaHHBIH capail My3bIKaHTbIHA XKATKbI3a1bl, OYJI, SpHHE, Ma3apAblH CalbIHFaH



yaKbIThIHA Coiikec kenmeli. Jlombaybur Oisre Kasakcranmarbl eH alfalliKbl MOHYMEHTAJIBI Tac
KYpbUIBICTapAbIH Oipi perinae Oenrimi xoHe Ka3akCTaHHBIH TaHFaKallbIll oJieMi >KOHE TyTac
OPTaFachIPJIBIK €CKEPTKIIITEPIHIH aJIFAIIKbl Xa0apIIbIChl PETIHJIC XaJIbIK COYJIET OHEPIHIH JaMy
TapUXbIH 3ePTTEY YIIiH KYH/BI.

3epTTey mMatepuangapbl MeH JaicTepi: «KaspecraBpanus» MyparaThIHAAFbl FBUIBIMUA
OachUTBIMAAp MaTepUaIaPhl, aTAIFaH ECKEPTKIITep OOWBIHINA apHAWbl 9eOMETTEp JKUHAFBI,
Tapuxu (HOTOCYpETTEp, ONIICHIeH chi30anap. 3epTTey 9MICTeMeCi 3epTTENeTiH €CKEePTKIIIIEH,
OHBIH MIBIFy TAPUXBIMEH JKOHE 3€PTTEIYIMEH TOJBIK TaHBICYAbl KaMTHAbI. bykin Ka3akcTaHHBIH
KYPBUIBIC MOJICHHET1 KOHTEKCTIH/IE 3€PTTEICTIH €CKEPTKIIITIH OPHBI.

Tipek ce3xep: coyneT, MOIEHHUET, €CKepTKilI, ma3zap, KymoOe3, Kipebepic ecik, apka,
TyTac, 13/IECTIpy >KYMBICTaphl, KECEHE, iprerac, TakTa, MCIaMFa JCHIHT1 KE3€H, pecTaBpaius,
KOHE J19yip, Ka3aKThIH KHi3 YHIepi, IIapIibl, KOHYC TPi3ai.

Citreme kacay ymiH: bokaueBa A.T., YekaeBa P.Y. Opranbik Ka3zakcrannarsl
opTaraceIpiblK coyier eckeptkimi // MUSEUM.KZ. 2025. Nel (9), 65-74 66. DOI
10.59103/muzkz.2025.09.07

CPEJJHEBEKOBBIII APXUTEKTYPHBIN TAMSTHUK
HEHTPAJIBHOT'O KA3AXCTAHA
A.T. boxaueea, P.Y. Uexaesa
EBpazuiickuii HaronanbHbIi yHUBepcuTeT uM. JI.H. I'ymunesa (Kazaxcran)

AnHoOTanusi. CTpOUTENBCTBO apXUTEKTYPHBIX MaMITHUKOB B L{enTpanbHoM Kazaxcrane
OCHOBBIBAJIOCh HA MECTHBIX CTPOHUTENBHBIX TPAIULMAX, HA HAPOAHOM OIMBITE, HAKOILICHHOM
MHOTUMH TIOKOJICHHSIMH MAacCTepOB TMpenpaymux nepuoaoB. K Haubonee paHHUM TUIAM
MaB30JIe€B B 3TOM PETHOHE OTHOCHUTCS Mazap Jlombay:, pacronoKeHHbBIN Ha JIEBOM OEpery peKu
Kapa-Kenrup B VYibitayckom paiione Kaparanaunckoit o6mactu. Ilo ¢opme Jlombayn
HallOMHHAeT IOPTY M CJOXKEH U3 CEepOBaTO-PO30BOTO IUIUTHSAKA-TIECYaHUKA. IJTOT Mazap
COOTBETCTBYET HHU3KOMY YPOBHIO DPa3BUTHs CTPOUTEIIBHOW TEXHUKU TOIO BPEMEHU H3-3a
OTCYTCTBHSI JOCTATOYHOW MPAKTUKH B BO3BEACHUHM MOHYMEHTAJbHBIX 3JaHUM, HO BCE K€
COOTBETCTBYET MOTPEOHOCTSM U 3aIIPOCaM JIPEBHETO OOIIECTBA, €r0 PETUTHO3HBIM BO33PEHHSIM.

Bpewmst ocyxnenust u mpuHAIICKHOCTh Ma3apa JlomOays TOYHO HE M3BECTHBI. MOXKHO
MIPEAIIONO0KNUTh, UTO OH BO3HUK B VIII-X Bekax - B nmepuoJ npoHUKHOBEHUs uciiama. HapoaHas
JIETE€HJ]a TPUIIACHIBAET €ro IMPUIBOPHOMY MY3bIKaHTy UMHIHCXaHa, 4YTO, KOHEYHO, HE
COOTBETCTBYET BpeMEHHU BO3BeJeHHUS Ma3apa. [lomOayn WM3BECTEH HaM KakK OJHO M3 CaMBIX
paHHUX MOHYMEHTAJIbHBIX KAMEHHBIX COOpYykeHui KazaxcTaHa W mpeAcTaBiseT UEHHOCTh JJIsS
M3y4YEeHUS UCTOPUM PA3BUTHS HAPOJHOIO 304YECTBA KAaK IEPBBIM IMPEIBECTHUK YIMBUTEIBLHO
KPAaCHUBBIX U IIEJIbHBIX CPETHEBEKOBBIX MaMsATHUKOB Ka3zaxcraHa.

Martepuajabl 1 MeTOAbI HCCJIeI0BaHusI: MaTepuaibl HAyYHBIX MyOJIUKAINiA, KOJUIEKIIUS
CIIENUATILHON JIMTEpaTypbl MO YKa3aHHBIM TaMATHHKaM, HWCTOpUYECKHe (HOTOMATEepHAIbI,
oOMepHbIe uepTexku B apxuBax «KaspectaBpauum». MeTOmONOTHS HCCIEAOBAHUS BKIIOYAET
MOAPOOHOE O3HAKOMJICHHE C HM3y4aeMbIM IMaMSITHUKOM, HCTOPUEH €ro BO3HUKHOBEHUS U
uccieoBaHusA. MecTo u3ydaeMoro nmaMsATHHKA B KOHTEKCTE CTPOUTEIBHOM KYJIBTYPbl BCETO
Kazaxcrana.

KuiroueBble cjioBa: apXUTEKTypa, KyJIbTypa, MIaMSITHUK, Ma3ap, KynoJl, BXOJHOH MpoeM,
apKa, IUINTHSK, U3BICKATEIhCKHUE PAaOOThI, MaB30JieH, PyH/IaMEHT, TUIUTA, TOUCIAMCKUIA TIEPHO/I,
pecTaBparusi, IpeBHsS AM0Xa, Ka3aXCKUe IPThI, KBaIpaTHBIN, KOHYCOOOpa3HbIH.

Jas uutupoBanusa: bokaueBa A.T., UekaeBa P.Y. CpenHeBekoBbIf apXUTEKTYpPHBII
namsaTHUK LlentpanpHoro Kazaxcrana / MUSEUM.KZ. 2025. Nel (9), c. 65-74. DOI 10
.59103/muzkz.2025.09.07



Introduction. Central Kazakhstan became the object of systematic archaeological study
after the Second World War, when, on the initiative of the first President of the Academy of
Sciences of the Kazakh SSR Kanysh Imantayevich Satpayev, the Central Kazakhstan
Archaeological Expedition of the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh SSR (CKAE) was created,
headed by Alkey Khakanovich Margulan. The CKAE studies revealed the rich historical past of
this vast region. CKAE archaeologists drew attention to the remains of magnificent medieval
architectural monuments and made their own contribution to the study of medieval mausoleums,
involving professional architects in this. The specialized organization "Kazproektrestavratsiya",
created in the 1970s, began to directly study the architectural heritage of the republic. Thus,
monuments of Kazakh architecture became the subject of scientific research, on the basis of
which restoration work began.

Purpose of the study. The article is devoted to the consideration of the traditional
monument of funerary and cult architecture of Saryarka. This is one of the remarkable medieval
religious buildings - the Dombaul mausoleum. Funeral and religious buildings are part of the
traditional Kazakh culture and history, and therefore, a deeper and more thorough study of this
topic is necessary. The propaganda of memorial and religious architecture of the Kazakhs is
dictated, first of all, by the national tasks of protecting, restoring and further using historical and
cultural monuments. As an important, necessary part of one of the elements of national culture.
Therefore, the purpose of the work is to identify and show the place of the studied monument in
the culture of the Kazakh people, the historical, architectural, art significance, which is
undeniable.

Tasks. When describing the Dombaul mausoleum, specialized literature was used, which
is part of the list of the dissertation work (bibliography). The studies presented in this article
allow us to determine the place of this architectural structure in the classification system of
similar monuments.

Relevance. The image of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which has become an independent
state, is formed not least by its historical features, unique cultural specificity and the publication
of exclusively representative monuments of folk architecture in this regard is very relevant and
promising not only in scientific terms, but also in historical, cultural and political terms.

Subject of the study. The subject of the study is a medieval monument of memorial
architecture (mausoleum).

Level of study. The relatively late study of architectural monuments of the Kazakh people
is explained by the stereotypical perception of nomadic culture, which a priori, allegedly, cannot
have monuments of building culture. Thus, taking into account and emphasizing the weak degree
of study of memorial monuments, it is necessary to fill this gap if possible.

Main part. Mazar Dombaul is located 50 km north of the city of Dzhezgazgan, on the left
bank of the Kara-Kengir River. It is located on a small beyt (cemetery). In addition to the stone
burial mounds with tamgas, there are two rectangular fences for family burials, built of flagstone,
and one half-ruined centric mazar made of adobe.

Results and discussion. This is a high cone-shaped building on a square base, complex
of stone slabs. The size from south to north is 8.9 m, from west to east 7.9 m. The entrance faces
east. There are windows at the top on the northern and southern sides. In 1947-1948, the Central
Archaeological Museum [Arheologicheskaya karta Kazahstana, 1960: 148] examined it. There
were no reconstructions, additions or repairs (Fig. 1).



Fig. 1. Historical photo before restoration

The first mention of the cult structure Dombaul we find in the article "On the Kyrgyz-
Kaisak graves" by Ch. Ch. Valikhanov. In 1855 he wrote: "Pyramidal graves with a void inside
the usual are erected from wild stone, this tomb takes a pyramidal shape not directly from the
ground - initially steep walls rise, and then begin to narrow™ [Valihanov, 1964: 34].

The archaeological expedition of the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh SSR under the
leadership of A.Kh. Margulan during 1946 and 1947 collected extensive material characterizing
the state of architectural monuments of Central Kazakhstan.

Mazar Dombaul, according to the research of the Central Kazakhstan archaeological
expedition, is an ancient pre-Islamic structure. A classic description of similar mausoleums is
given by the famous traveler Rubruk, who visited the steppes of Central Kazakhstan in the 13th
century. He wrote that pyramids were built for the rich here, that is, pointed structures, where he
also mentions how he saw large brick mausoleums and even stone houses, although, as Rubruk
emphasizes, there are no stones there [Dzhiovanni del' Lano Karpini, 1957: 102].

Systematic and scientific study of architectural monuments of Central Kazakhstan began
in the second half of the forties, although as early as 1936 and 1941, engineer-geologist K.I.
Satpayev, later an academician and the first president of the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh
SSR, wrote an article with the aim of attracting the attention of archaeologists and architects to
the Dzhezgazgan region, rich in monuments of ancient architecture [Kazahstanskaya Pravda,
1936].

Immediately after the end of the war, in December 1945, an expedition was sent to the
Dzhezgazgan region to study architectural monuments, led by Levinson. Due to unfavorable
weather conditions (frost, blizzard), the expedition's work took on a reconnaissance nature
[Otchet o ekspedicii i komandirovke v Karagandinskuyu oblast', 1945: 4]. The following year, in
1946, Levinson's expedition again went to the Dzhezgazgan region and carried out survey work.
In his report, Levinson dates the Dombaul monument: ... Dombaul is a primitive structure made
of wild stone, which has many features in common with the Kozy-Korpesh mausoleum, the date



of construction of which, as is known, dates back to the 9th-10th centuries” [Otchet ob ekspedicii
v Central'nyj Kazahstan po izucheniyu pamyatnikov arhitektury Kengirskoj gruppy, 1946: 4-5].

Academician A.Kh. Margulan classifies the Dombaul religious building, built of natural
flagstone, as a cone-shaped structure, while architect Mendikulov distinguishes two architectural
types of buildings in this group [Mendikulov, 1950: 7]. The first type has a square and cone-
shaped completion, which was noted in the last century by Ch. Ch. Valikhanov, and the second
type has a round plan and the transition to a cone-shaped form begins directly from the ground.
These types of mausoleums are widespread throughout the country.

In the fifties, in addition to the architect Mendikulov, the architect Toleu
Kulchamanovich Basenov and Georgy Gerasimovich Gerasimov are engaged in the study of
these structures (Fig. 2).

Basenov dates the construction of the Dombaul mazar to the time of the Dzungar
invasion of the Kazakh steppes in the 16th-17th centuries, i.e. to that period in the life of the
Kazakh people when frequent devastating raids by the Dzungar Kalmyks threatened to disrupt
any long-term seasonal work and excluded the possibility of artistic decoration of monuments
[Basenov, 1947: 17-18]. Basenov also wrote in another work that there could be no talk of
building cities, and as for free-standing monuments, they were built only for legendary and
revered individuals. For example, the mausoleums of Yesimkhan in Turkestan, Kozy-Korpesh
and Bayan-Sulu in the Ayaguz district of the Semipalatinsk region and mentions Dombaul in
Central Kazakhstan, where construction was carried out from scrap materials in a short time
without architectural and artistic design and special finishing, as the author points out in his
work, thereby concluding the final dating of the construction of Dombaul to the 16th-17th
centuries [Basenov, 1957: 17].

Academician A. Kh. Margulan attributes the Dombaul structure to the construction of the
pre-Islamic period. In favor of this dating, he cites the following arguments. Firstly, the structure
retains everyday features characteristic of an older era, such as the orientation of the entrance to
the east. This ancient orientation is still preserved by Kazakh yurts. Secondly, "the desire of the
ancient master to revive the high stone tower, which gives this structure a certain monumentality
and cyclicality. This idea is certainly connected with the cult of ancient stone structures, the basis
of which lies in the heaping of stones on the burial mounds of the ancient cattle-breeding tribes
of Central Kazakhstan [Margulan, 1947: 62-63]. After the collapse of the Turkic Khaganate in



the middle of the 8th century, the steppes of Central Kazakhstan were inhabited by Turkic tribes
- Oguzes (to the west of Ulutau) and Kimaks - Kipchaks (to the east) [Kyzlasov, 1951: 62]. A.
Kh. Margulan considers the Dombaul monument to be a building of the Kipchaks, the ancient
inhabitants of this region.

Architect Gerasimov also dates the construction of Dombaul to the 8th-9th centuries AD,
believing that its technique, type and archaic forms indicate that it is many centuries old
[Gerasimov, 1957: 7-9].

In 1973, the structure was examined by the Central Committee of the Ministry of Culture
of the Kazakh SSR (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3. General plan from the materials of the Central Kazakhstan Expedition of 1973.

According to the expedition materials [Materialy hranyatsya v arhive NRIRO
Ministerstva kul'tury KazSSR], Dombaul, located 50 km to the east of the Jezgazgan Mountains,
built of natural flagstone, is a high cone-shaped structure on a base close to a square, measuring
9.30 x 7.90 m. The plan has a trapezoidal shape from the inside of the room, the length of the
eastern wall is 3.56 m, the southern - 3.10 m, the western part - 3.96 and the northern - 3.26. The
height of the structure is 6.41 m. The width of the entrance opening is one meter. The thickness
of the walls, reaching 2.5 m in some places, and a powerful foundation contributed to the long-
term preservation of the monument, which is practically not found in structures of this type in
this area (Fig. 4).
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B Fig. 4. Plan of the Dombaul mausoleum, B
graphic work based on materials from the Central Kazakhstan Expedition of 1973.

The entrance opening is raised from the ground level to a considerable height of almost 2
meters (1.96 m), 5 high steps of the staircase lead to it. The floor of the mausoleum is below the
threshold level. Thus, animals could not get inside. The foundation for the structure was filled
soil and on top of it a single layer of flagstone-sandstone was laid, the walls of which were laid
out of masonry. The windows on the northern and southern sides of the mausoleum, which are
mentioned in the "Archaeological Map", are missing, only on the northern side there is a gap that
served as a nest for a wooden beam [Arhiologicheskaya karta Kazahstana, 1960: 148]. At a
height of 2.5 m from the floor level, broken ends of beams protrude from the northern and
southern walls by 40-50 cm. Presumably, they once represented a ceiling on which reeds were
spread, and thin slabs of sandstone were laid on top. The floor has been repeatedly excavated by
treasure hunters. Under the western wall, a large undercut was made with the dismantling of part
of the foundation, which affected the slight settlement of the wall. Above the wooden beams, the
walls gradually form a circle due to the narrowing and rounding of the walls, above which a
dome-shaped top with a round opening half-covered with sandstone tiles was erected (Fig. 5).



Fig. 5. Section of the Dombaul monument, graphic work based on materials from the Central
Kazakhstan Expedition of 1973.

Under the influence of weathering and precipitation, the flagstone began to crumble and
the mausoleum now has a rounded appearance (Fig. 6). The entrance opening has suffered the
most destruction. Its dimensions can be determined by the weak traces indicating the upper mark
of the opening. The failure of the entrance opening reaches a height almost to the dome itself.
The structure was erected on a thick clay mortar. Of the stone buildings of a similar type,
Dombaul is the most significant.

Architectural structures built of stone and having a conical shape are known as "dyng" or
"dyngek", which means a tower, or as "Uy-tas" - a stone house (structure). The shape of these
structures was preserved almost until the beginning of the 20th century, but the building material
changed, instead of stones, the use of adobe bricks became widespread.

Fig. 6. Mazar'DombauI after conservatlon Work (PhotographA Bokachyova R. Chekaeva)



Conclusion. The features of the building material and the shape of the mazar do not
allow for measurement work to be carried out with an accuracy of up to cm. However, in
comparison with the previously published dimensions of the mausoleum, it should be said that
the most accurate and detailed are the architectural measurements made by the Central
Kazakhstan Expedition of the Ministry of Culture of the Kazakh SSR. Thus, in addition to
incorrect measurements, one can point out the error in the orientation of the entrance to the
religious building Dombaul. The entrance is oriented to the east, and not to the south, as in G. G.
Gerasimov. The wooden beam is not sealed along the entire perimeter, as in Gerasimov, but on
the northern and southern sides.

In 1974, in the summer, conservation work was carried out by the Scientific Restoration
and Repair Association of the Ministry of Culture of the Kazakh SSR, but the structure still
needs restoration work and maintenance of its appearance, as it is a significant and ancient
monument on the territory of Kazakhstan.
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