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A STUDY OF 13TH-CENTURY COINS FROM THE PULAD MINT IN XINJIANG
Cao Guangsheng
(People's Republic of China)

Abstract. Pulad located in Dalet Town in present-day Bole City, Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region. This city, which had great strategic significance during the Mongol-Yuan
period in the 13th century, situated in the middle section of the northern route of the Silk Road,
enjoying a unique geographical location. This paper, through sorting and classifying the coins of the
Mongol-Yuan period unearthed in the Bole area in recent years, conducts a detailed study of the
coins of the Pulad mint in the 13th century and the interpretation of the coin legends. As an
important city under the rule of the Mongol Empire, the evolution of Pulad's coins is closely related
to the political situation and ruling strategies of the Mongol Empire. From the period of Ogedei
Khan to the period of Mongke Khan, and then to the period of Qaidu Khan, the coins of the Pulad
mint have undergone changes in terms of appearance, legends, etc. These changes reflect the
political patterns and ruling characteristics of the Mongol Empire in different periods of the 13th
century. The coins found in the Bole area should be studied in detail, as this expands our knowledge
of the monetary system of the Mongol-Yuan period.

Materials and methods of the research. The study was conducted on coins of the Mongol-
Yuan period of the 13th century mint. The author used general methods characteristic of numismatic
research: historicism, comparison, metrology, coin sorting, etc.

Keywords: Pulad city, coin, yuan, Mongol-yuan period, Mongol Empire, Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, XIII century.

For citation: Cao Guangsheng. A Study of 13th-century Coins from the Pulad Mint in
Xinjiang / MUSEUM.KZ. 2025. Ne2 (10), pp. 5-26. DOI 10.59103/muzkz.2025.10.01

BIHKAHIATBI ITYJIAJ AKIIA CAPAMBIHBIH XIII FACBIPIAFBI
MOHETAJIAPBIH 3EPTTEY
Hao I'vanwrn
(Kprtait Xansik Pecry0aukacsr)

Annarna. Kene Ilynag xamacet KXP IbiHxkaH-¥UFbIp aBTOHOMUSIIBIK ayAaHBIH]IAFbI
kazipri Bone (Boporana) kamachlHbIH MaHbIHIaFbl JlaleT KanalibiFbl ayMaFblHAa OpHAJIACKAH.
[Tynan ¥nbr JKiGex >KOJBIHBIH COJTYCTIK >KOJBIHBIH OpTajlbIK O6JIriHJAe OpHalackll, Oiperei
reorpadusiblk  skarnaiibl  apkacsiHga Xl raceipma Monron HOanp oyneTi Ke3iHAe YJIKEH
CTpaTerusuibIKk MaHbI3Fa Mo Oonjbl. byn Makanana coHFbl kbuigapbl bosie aymarpiHaH TaObUIFaH
MOHFOJI-I0aHb KE€3€HIH/IET1 MOHETaNapAbl CYPBINTAay MEH XKikTey Heri3inae [lynar akmia capailbIHbIH
XHI  racelpiaFrbl  MOHETaNapbl  erke-Terkeini  3eprreneni. MOHFOI — MUMIEPUSCHIHBIH
KapamarbIH/1aFbl MaHbI3/bl Kasia peTinae [lynag MoHFo1 MMIIEpUSICHIHBIH CasiCH JKaFIalbIMEH KoOHE
Oackapy CTpaTerusiapbIMEH THIFBI3 OailTaHBICTHI. byl akima eHmipiCiHIH MOHETanIaphl YTeaeiIeH
Memnxkere aeitinri OwIiK Ke3iHae, ojaH keiin Kaiimy TychiHaa, CBIPTKBI TYpI, XKa3zyjaapbl xKoHE T.0.
’KaFbIHaH TYpJil e3repictepre yuibipaabl. byn esrepictep XIII rackipabpiH opTyp:i Ke3eHAepiHAeri
MoOHFONT WMIEPUSCHIHBIH CasACH EpeKLIeNIKTepl MEH OWIIriHIH CHUIaThlH KepceTeni. bome
alimarbiHaH TaObUIFaH MOHETalapibl KaH-)KaKThl 3epTTey KepeK, ONTKeHI OyJl MOHFOJI-I0aHb
KE3CeHIHJET1 aKiia »yHeci Typanbl OUTIMIMI3AI KeHeWTedl. 3epTTey MarepHuaijapbl MEH oficTepi.
3eprrey XIII Facblpaarbl MOHFOJI-I0AHb KE3€HIHZIETi MOHeTanap OOWBIHINA >KYpri3iiani. ABTOp
HYMU3MAaTHKAJIBIK 3€pTTeyJiepre TOH KeJecl JKalIbl oMICTepAl NaiganaHabl: TapUXUIBIK,
CaJIBICTBIPY, METPOJIOTUSIIBIK, MOHETANApIbl CYPHINTAY JKoHE T.O.



3eprrey marepuasgapbl MeH dmicrepi. 3eprrey XIII Fackipmarbl MOHFOJI-IOAHb
Ke3eHIHJIerT MOHeTaap OOMBIHINA KYPri3uigi. ABTOp HYMH3MAaTHKAJIBIK 3€PTTEYJIePre TOH KaJIIbl
omicTepi MaiamaHabl: TAPUXHUIIBIK, CATBICTBIPY, METPOJIOTHSIIBIK, TUBIHIAPIbI CYPHINTAY KoHE T.0.

Tipek ce3nep: Ilynan xanacel, TUBIH, 0aHb, MOHFOJI-I0OaHb Ke3€Hi, MOHFOJI MMIEPUSICHI,
[IsiHxaH- ¥ HiFplp aBTOHOMUSIIBIK ayanbl, XIII raceip.

Cinreme :xacay ymin: [lao ['yanumn. Iempkannarel Ilyman akma capabibiabig XIIT
racelpAarel MoHeTanmapeiH 3eprrey // MUSEUM.KZ. 2025. Ne2 (10), 5-26 66. DOI
10.59103/muzkz.2025.10.01

NCCIEAOBAHUE MOHET XIII BEKA U3 MOHETHOI'O IBOPA
MNYJAA B CUHBI3AHE
Hao I'vanwusn
(Kuraiickas Haponnas PecnyOnuka)

AnHoranusi. CpenneBexkoBblii ropoj Ilymat Obln pacmonoxeH B MectHocTd Jlamer y
coBpemenHoro ropoaa bone (boporana) Cunbisu-Yirypckoro atonomHoro paiiona KHP. Tlynazg
HaXoAWiIcsd B CpelHeH 4YacTH CEeBEepHOro Mapuipyta Bemnukoro menkoBoro myTd M Onarojaps
YHHUKQJIFHOMY T€0TpaguuecKoMy MOJIOKEHHIO UMeIl OOJIBIIOE CTPATETHIECKOE 3HAYCHNUE B TIEPUO.T
MoHrojsckod guHactuum lOans B XIII Beke. B 3Toil crarbe Ha OCHOBE COpPTUPOBKH U
KJaccu(UKaMi MOHET MOHTOJIO-FOAHBCKOTO IE€pHO/a, HalWJCHHBIX B paiioHe bosie B mocnemnune
rojibl, IpoBoaUTCs noJapoOHoe uccienoBanue MoHeT XIII Beka, YeKaHEHHBIX B MOHETHOM JBOpE
Ilynar. bynyun Ba)kHBIM rOpOJOM ITOJ BIacTbl0 MoHronsckon mmmnepuu, [lynan TecHO cBsA3aH ¢
MOJIMTUYECKON CUTyallMel M CTpaTerusMu IpaBieHUs MOHIOJIbCKONM MMIEpuu. MOHETBI 3TOrO
JICHEKHOTO ITPOU3BOJCTBA MPETEPIIEIIA U3MEHEHHs B IIEPUOJ MPABICHUN OT Yraads 10 MyHK), a
3aTeM B nepuoj npasiieHus Kaiiny, B TOM 4Mcie B IUIaHE BHEUIHETO BUAA, HAAMUCEH U T. A. OTU
U3MEHEHHUS OTpa)XkaloT TMOJUTHYECKHE OCOOEHHOCTH U XapakTep IHpaBieHus MOHTroabckoi
umnepun B pasHble nepuoabl XIII Bexa. Haiinennsix B paifoHe bone mMoHer cienyer moapoOHO
HCCJIEN0BATh, 3TO PACHIMPSET HAIM 3HAHUSA O JICHE)KHOM CHCTEME MOHIOJIO-FOAHBCKOI'O MEPHOJA.
Marepuansl ¥ MeTO/bI HccieoBanus. M3yuennto 6111 noaBepruyTsl MoHeThl XIII Beka MOHI0510-
I0aHbCKOI'O IMepuoja MoHeTHoro jBopa Ilynsar. ABTOpoM HCHOJIB30BaHbl OOLIUME METOMBI,
XapaKTepHblE I HYMM3MAaTHYECKUX MCCIECIOBAHMNI: HCTOPU3M, CpPaBHEHHE, METPOJIOTHS,
COPTUPOBKA MOHET U Jp.

MaTtepuajibl M1 MeTObI HccIeJ0BAHMA. V3ydeHn o ObUIM MOIBEPTHYTHl MOHETHI MOHT'0JIO-
I0aHBCKOTO Tepuona MoHeTHoro aBopa XIII Beka. ABTOpOM HCHOJB30BaHBI OOIIME METOIBI,
XapaKTEepHbIE Ul HYMU3MaTUYECKUX HCCIICIOBAHMI: UCTOpU3MA, CPABHEHUS, METPOIOTUYECKUN,
COPTHPOBKA MOHET U Jp.

KiroueBble ciaoBa: ropon Ilynmax, MmoHera, (0aHb, MOHIOJIO-FOAHBCKUH IE€PHOZ,
Momnronsckas umnepusi, CHHbI3SH-YUTypcKuii aBTOHOMHBIN paiioH, XIII Bek.

Just nuruposanus: [{ao I'yanumn. MccnenoBanue Mmoner XIII Beka U3 MOHETHOrO ABOpA
[Mynan B Cunbipsue // MUSEUM.KZ. 2025. Ne2 (10), c. 5-26. DOI 10.59103/muzkz.2025.10.01

Introduction. Pulad in historical documents and its geographical location. Pulad was an
important city in the 13th century during the Mongol-Yuan period and was called PulaZ#l [Song
Lian et al., 1976-1997: 1569] in“Yuan Shi, Xibeidi Fulu” (History of the Yuan, Appendix to the
Northwest Territories {JTS2-FE1LiEFFR) ), and it also had Chinese translations such as Boluo=%,

BulaA #, etc. In the coin legends, the mint name Pulad is written 3¥ 5 in Arabic and 2¥ s in Persian.
Pulad means steel [Persian-Chinese Dictionary, Commercial Press, 1981: 472] and is similar to the
Mongolian pronunciation.

Today's location of the Pulad City is on the northern edge of Pochengzi Villagetsip—=+d, 37



kilometers southeast of Bole City{& 5, Xinjiang, at the confluence of the Bortala River {&8/RE&H;

;A and the Daheyanzi RiverAGRIEFA], in and around the ancient city of Dalet 1XEh45H1a. The
ancient city of Dalet is divided into east and west by a dry river. The western site is about 500
meters long from east to west, and about 400 meters wide from north to south, with a total area of
about 190,000 square meters. The eastern site is laid out along the riverbank, about 1,000 meters
long and 300 meters wide, and this part of the site has basically become a modern residential area.
Some scholars believe that the ancient city was built in during the Western Liao state period and
abandoned in the late Yuan Dynasty and early Ming Dynasty, and this view needs to be further
researched. From the geographical point of view, the ancient city of Dalet is located in the middle of

the northern Silk Road in history, and its northeast is far away to the AlashankoufafiLl|[], which
can lead to Tacheng, Altai to Kazakhstan and Russia, and to the southwest along the Sayram LakeZ%
BB KA through the Guozigou 24 to the Ili River to Central Asia.

Results and discussion. Pulad first appeared in Chinese literature in Yelii ChucaiBB{E®RE+HS 's

“Xiyou lu” (Journey to the West {FEii#3=) ) . At the beginning of the 13th century, Genghis

Khan led an army of 200,000 troops to the west to conquer the Khwarazmian Empire in Central
Asia. Yelii Chucai, as a clerk and astrological soothsayer, was called to go. In March 1218, he set

out from Yong'anﬁ(ﬁ'—, crossed Juyong PasslBEEX, passed through Wuchuanig) 1|, left Yunzhong
= (present-day Datong X[&]), and arrived at Genghis Khan's camp north of the Tianshan
Mountains KLUJ. In the following year, he traveled westward with the army, crossed the Altai
Mountains& L], crossed the Hanhai #§i8, passed through Luntai#$f and HezhouflIM (i.e.,
ancient Gaochang i &), and traveled westward through Alimafa[E2 5 (AlmaliqfafEBFRER), Husi
woluduoBEJEE 2 (Quz Ordu, i.e., Balasaghun), TalasitZRIE (Talas), OtrariftFT#l, and

Samarqandff=/RE, and arrived at the capital of Khwarizm{E | F4&EE (Khorezm). The journey

was 60,000 /i [1i is a Chinese unit of length, one /i = 500 meters]. Yelii Chucai spent 6 years in the
Western Regions and wrote "Journey to the West" 4 years after returning to the East. The book was
completed in 1228. The book wrote:

"BRYEEETESR, BN MEZE=R. ARIZEERW, FETE, fEit
“BHE, HUEEE, BEt. /\+EiF. BIEItE, mIEmER, NAEES, 1EH
B, BEHFBL, BPFIEBSE, [Yeli Chucai, “Journey to the West”, Xiang Da Proofreading, 2000:
21"

“After crossing the Hanhaij#§g army for more than a thousand /i, there is a city of BulaA<#l

(Pulad), and there are three or five towns attached to it. South of BulaZ<&l|(Pulad) is Yin Mountain,

which is a thousand /i from east to west, two hundred /i from north to south. There is a round lake
on the top of its mountain, and it is about seventy or eighty /i around. To the south of the lake are

endless forests, so dense that even the sun is obscured. Out of Yin MountainPBLL|, there is a city of

AlimaPa[EE 5 (Almaliq).”

Pulad is also mentioned in The Journey of Het'um I, King of Little Armenia. The book
records the journey of King Heth’um I of Little Armenia from Armenia to Mongolia in 1254-1255
to meet the Mongol Great Khan, Mongke Khan at Qaraqorum, passing through Pulad on his way.
“Then they went into the Turkic regions, and from there, [they entered] to Ergoporug, Pu-lad;
Passing through Sutkol, the Sea of Milk, they reached Alualex and Ilabalex... [Boyle, 2002: 17-
197”.



In 1259, Changde&E{Ewas ordered to go west to meet Ilkhan Hiilegii, starting from
Qaraqgorum, passing through the northern foot of the Tianshan Mountains to the west, arriving in
present-day Samarqand and other places, a total of 14 months round trip. In 1263, LiuyuX!J&B, who
accompanied him, recorded what they saw and heard during the journey, and compiled it into the
Xishiji {F8f#12) ("Record of an Embassy to the Regions in the West"). Changde's trip was about
40 years later than Yelii Chucai, and by this time the Mongol Empire had already changed several
Great Khans, and the Western Regions had undergone considerable changes. Pulad was also
mentioned in the book.

“iTERPE, BB, XFEReT, IFSE, FPEE. B, .. HEEEESE,
TE, BFRERE. BdEE, SRILUXE, EERITARESH . At —+2, BXEH%A
JUITER, FREEXR, XEREIKILE, HXEMEHREBH, mHERKRZR, §ER,
N, &8, Al&E

" EBEERESRE. R, #@ikm, B®MFIFI5. [Continuation of the Four

n

Libraries, History Department, Biographies, Xishiji]
“Gradually, to the west, there was a city called Yeman)VEf(Imil); Further southwest, passing

through the city of Boluo==& 1 (Pulad), where the crops grown were wheat and rice,...

Theresidential areas of the city were staggered with markets and gardens, and the houses were
earthen houses with glass on the windows. There was a large lake in the north outside the city, when
the wind blows out of the Iron Mountain, it often blows pedestrians into the large lake. Twenty /i to

the southwest, the relevant pass was called Temur-chamchalfkA ) LIFER, the guards were all Han
people, and the pass road was rugged like a plank road. Out of the pass, to the city of Alimalifa]2

FREBH (Alimaliq), the market commodity trade was prosperous, there were many fruits, only

melons, grapes, pomegranates were the best.”

“--+ Boluo City uses Western-style gold, silver, and copper coins with inscriptions and no
holes.”

(TSE-ERERF=) .7 B, NAEMEHLAZE, XMNEARFE" [Lian et al., 1997: 4161].

“Yuan Shi Yelii Xiliang” “..... June, then west to the land of Huanzhasif#fz 4L}, and then to
the city of Bula/N§Il3, (Pulad)”.

Pulad is also mentioned in Persian texts such as Tarikh-i Jahangushay (“The History of The
World Congueror”), Jami' al-Tawartkh (“The Compendium of Chronicles”) , and Tarikh-i
Uljayti (“History of Oljaitii”), etc.

It can be seen that Pulad was an important city leading to Central Asia, and its strategic
position was very important.

Pulad is also mentioned in “The journey of William of Rubruck to the eastern parts of the
world, 1253-55". Rubruck wanted to rescue some of the Germanic slaves captured by Chaghatai's
grandsons, Buri and Batu, during their Second Mongol Western Expedition to Europe. “...I asked
also concerning the town of Talas in which were Teuton slaves of Buri, of whom Friar Andrew had
spoken (to me), and concerning whom I had made much inquiry at the ordus of Sartach and
Baatu... As to those Teutons, I was unable to learn anything concerning them all the way to Mangu
khan’s ordu, but in the village just referred to I gathered that Talas was beyond us in the direction of
the mountains, VI days’ travel. When I reached the ordu of Mangu khan I gathered that Mangu had
transported these Teutons, with Baatu’s permission, the distance of a month’s travel to the east of
Talas, to a certain town called Bolat (i.e., Pulad), where they are digging for gold and
manufacturing arms, so I could neither go nor come back their way. However, in going I passed
quite near that town (of Bolat), perhaps three days from it, but I was unaware of it, nor could I have
turned from my route if I had known” [Rockhill, 2002: 246-247]. Although Rubruk did not reach
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the city of Pulad (Bolat), he gave us important information. This shows that there were gold mines
in the Pulad area at that time and that there were factories for the manufacture of weapons.

In the 1950s, the Xinjiang Museum once conducted an investigation on the ancient cities of
BolefZR area, and a large number of traces of smelting and wrought iron and iron ingots were

piled up in the ruins of the ancient city, and described in detail the specific situation of iron blocks
and kiln sites. “Rusty iron and remnants of iron were found everywhere. In 1958, the masses picked
up a lot of scrap iron here. Now there is another place where there are at least 1,200 catties of rusty
iron piled up on the ground... The iron block is generally round, about 10 centimeters in diameter,
and the middle is hollow” [Li Yuchun, 1962: 109-111]. This coincides with Pulad's name "Steel".

According to experts, the geographical location of Pulad is in and around the ancient city of DaletjA

EN4F I in present-day Bolet# 5k, Xinjiang (Fig. 1). [Chengzhi, 1987: 156]

Chagatai Khanate in the 13th century
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Fig. 1. Map of Chaghatai Khanate in the 13th century [The map is drawn with reference to Tan
Qixiang, ed., The Historical Atlas of China, 1982: 38-39]

An overview of the 13th-century coins unearthed at Pulad

In the area of the ancient city of DaletiX&I4F 1, many cultural relics and coins of the
Mongol-Yuan Period have been unearthed. Because the publication of the coins unearthed in this
area is 30-40 years ago, which is relatively old, I have sorted out the coins in the paper as follows:

In 1983, when the villagers were digging soil in the ancient city of Dalet, they dug up a gray
clay pot, which was filled with silver coins, which were glued together due to rust, and the villagers
did not know what they were, and immediately abandoned most of them, and only a small part was
stored (Table 1). In December 1987, 34 pieces were recovered by the local cultural relics
department, of which 31 pieces were relatively complete, but the date of minting has not been
deciphered, and they are now in the collection of the Bozhou Museum [Xuekun, 1991].



Table 1.

HAR Type 1

total 9 pieces
Size:2.00mm
Thickness:0.05mm
Weight:1.48¢g

HAR Type I

Total: 15 pieces
Size:2.10 mm
Thickness:0.05 mm
Weight:1.62 g

HAR Type I1I

Total: 7 pieces
Size:1.90 mm
Thickness:0.05 mm
Weight:1.47 g

In 1987, 36 gold coins were found in the ancient city of DaletJ\j_C_EjJ%EiﬁE, of which 16
were intact. Because Chinese scholars were limited by their knowledge of Islamic numismatics at
the time, they identified these gold coins as Chaghatai gold coins. And 10 of these gold coins were
included in the catalogue of "Xinjiang Numismatics". I have re-identified these gold coins, and it
seems that they are mainly gold coins from the Great Mongol period: one is an Abbasid gold dinar,
one is a Crusader gold dinar, one is a Khwarizmshahs gold dinar, and the rest are the Great Mongols
gold dinars, and none of them were a Pulad Mint gold dinar (Table 2). [Dong Qingxuan, Jiang

Qixiang, 1991: 35-36]

Table 2.

XN#124 Crusader, AV dinar

XN#125 Great Mongols, AV dinar
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XN#127 Abbasid, al-Nasir, AV Dinar,

XN#126 Great Mongols, AV dinar Madinat al-Salam, 609AH

XN#128 Great Mongols, AV dinar, Imil XN#129 Great Mongols, AV dinar, Imil

XN#131 Khwarizmshahs AV dinar,

XN#130 Great Mongols, AV dinar, Almaligh 'Ala al-Din Muhammad

In March 1990, a copper coins hoard was found about 20 meters outside the west city of the

ancient city site of DaletiABE4FERIAk, and a total of 1,649 copper coins were unearthed (Table 3).
[Xuekun, 1993: 9-12, 25].

Table 3.

Type I1: 32 pieces, Size: 2.00-2.30 mm,
Thickness: 0.10-0.11 mm, Average weight: 2.5 g

AL

Type I11: 15 pieces, Size: 2.10-2.12 mm, Type IV: 1034 pieces, Size:2.00-2.10 mm,
Thickness: 0.10 mm, Average weight: 2.60 g | Thickness: 0.10-0.12 mm, Average weight :2.39 ¢

T o N Vs S s S o o, 7 V.



Type V: 213 pieces, Size: 2.00-2.10 mm, Type VI: 2 pieces, Size: 2.10 mm,
Thickness: 0.10 mm, Average weight: 2.38 g Thickness: 0.10mm, Average weight: 2.40 g

Type VII: 70 pieces, Size: 2.10-2.20 mm,

Thickness: 0.10-0.11 mm, Average weight:
2434

Type VIII: 31pieces, Size: 2.00-2.20 mm,
Thickness: 010-012 mm, Average weight: 2.42 g

Type IX: 70 pieces, Size: 2.10-2.25 mm, Type X: 3 pieces, Size: 2.03-2.20 mm,
Thickness: 0.09 mm, Average weight: 2.14 g | Thickness: 0.10-0.13 mm, Average weight: 2.4 g

Type XI: 2 pieces, Size: 2.00 mm, Type XIlI: 2 pieces, Size: 2.20 mm,
Thickness: 0.08 mm, Average weight:1.87 g Thickness: 0.08 mm, Average weight: 2.00 g

Type XIII: 1piece Size: 1.90 mm, Type XIV: 1 piece Size: 2.40 mm,
Thickness: 0.11mm, Weight: 2.00 g Thickness: 0.11mm, Weight: 2.4 g

It now appears that Type XII is the copper coin from the Almaligh mint and Type XIII is the
silver coin from the Imil mint, neither of which is a coin of the Pulad mint.

In fact, these coins, which are counted by the cultural relics departments and Museums, are
only a part of the coins unearthed at Pulad. Many coins were found by local villagers and sold to
antique markets, eventually becoming collectors' collections.

The following is some information about the excavations of coins around the ancient city of
Dalet that | learned from the exchange with coin dealers and collectors in Xinjiang, only for
reference.

In the mid-90s of the twentieth century, more than 200 gold coins from the Great Mongol
period unearthed in the area of the ancient city site of Dalet entered the private collection.

In the end of the 90s of the twentieth century, 97 pieces of 50 taels of silver sycees of the
Yuan Dynasty were unearthed in the city. 30-40 of them were with inscriptions on them. The most

8



silver sycees are of the Zhending Road, followed by the silver sycees are of Pingyang Road, and the
least thee are Jinan Road. They are obviously silver sycees from the early Yuan Dynasty. All of
them are in private collections. One of the silver sycees from Pingyang Road appeared at the 2005
China Guardian Spring Auction under lot 5658 (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. Lot 5658 Pingyang Road in the Yuan Dynasty levied fifty taels of silver syce
from the tax office

It is no longer possible to accurately and concretely count how many coins have been
unearthed in the Bole area. | have collected about 300 silver and copper coins of the Pulad Mint.
Through the interpretation of the inscriptions of coins, | found that they belong to different periods
of the 13th century. So far I have not found any coin of the Pulad Mint dated after the 13th century.

Below I list the coins of the Pulad Mint in the order of the date of minting.

Coins from the Pulad mint

a. The coin of Pulad mint during the period of Ogedei Khan

At present, the earliest date in the Pulad mint coins that | know of is 633 AH (Table 4). (16
September 1235 - 4 September 1236).

Table 4.

Size: 20.2 mm Weight: 2.2 ¢

Obv.: 4 Allah
. Al) ol L .
Margin: 2&; . ;’,;’:_m i Struck this dirham in 633
KA Pulad
Rev.: J Jatad) al-<Adil
alaey al-a’zam

b. The gold dinar of Pulad Mint during early the Great Mongols

| found a Pulad gold dinar in the SYLLOGE NUMORUM ARBICORUM TUBINGEN (Table
5). [Mayer, 1998: 51]. It is a pity that the date of minting of this coin is no longer legible. Based on
the coin, | can tell that it should be an early Mongol gold dinar, with the name of the caliph Nasir,
and its date range is identified by the catalogue as before 650 AH. For the time being, | attribute it
to early Pulad coin first and I'll interpret and classify it more accurately when I get more samples of
this gold dinar.



Table 5.

[ Mayer, 1998: 51]

PIES I There is no God but
dasa 40 Allah, Muhammad
Obv.: A gy is the messenger of God
A aldl) al-Nasir li-d-
Y in
R Pulad
| ala) al-imam
Rev.: | alicy al-a’zam
A el al-Nasir li-d-
O in

c. The copper coins of Pulad mint during the period of Téregene Khatun

In March 1990, a copper coins hoard was found about 20 meters outside the west of the
ancient city site of Dalet, and a total of 1,649 copper coins were unearthed. This is the largest
concentration of this type of copper coin excavated. Mr. Han Xuekun from Bozhou Museum, Bole,
Xinjiang, once sorted out these coins and wrote a research report "The Discovery and Preliminary
Research of Copper Coins of the Chagatai Khanate" [China Numismatics, 1993]. Han Xuekun
made a detailed count of these coins and divided them into 13 types. However, he did not decipher
the exact date of minting of the coins.

| have always been very interested in the Pulad coins, and | have collected more than 200 of
such copper coins from Xinjiang and discovered their striking dates and minting time ranges. |
combined Han Xuekun's research report to classify them from a new category.

Category 1: The coins with dates in the inner circle

Type |I: Standard type

| have drawn a complete line drawing of the type basing on available images of coins. This
type is believed to belong to the earliest copper coins of this type, because its inscriptions are more
standardized (Table 6).

Table 6.

Type I: Standard type
The field date in the inner circle of the obverse reads from left to right: year, 2, 40, 600
The field date in the inner circle of the reverse is read from right to left: year, 2, 40, 600

_ | Qi Struck at
Obv.: Y 5 Pulad

, J Jatad) al-“‘Adil
Rev.: alaey al-a’zam
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The Margin

of the inner | Al | Cura ) | onfiid) Adu | year in 642
circle:

1 2 3

Size: 21.5 mm Weight: 29 g | Size: 21 mm Weight: 2.6 g Size: 22 mm Weight: 2.5¢g

All three coins come from the same die.

This copper coin was minted in 642 AH s | Al | (id) | 4w (June 9, 1244 — May 29,
1245). The date on the obverse of the coin is written from left to right, and the number 2 is a
variant, so it is difficult to identify. The date on the reverse of the coin is written from right to left.
The AH 642 was during the regency of Toéregene (Turakina) Khatun (639-644 A.H./1241-1246
A.D.). Toregene was the Great Khatun and regent of the Mongol Empire from the death of her
husband Ogedei Khan in 1241 until the election of her eldest son Giiyiik Khan in 1246. Toregene
Khatun was a Nestorian believer, this is the reason why the cross appear in some Pulad copper
coins. This fully proves that this copper coin was struck by the government of the Great Mongol
Empire, and Pulad was a city belonging to the Great Mongols.

This kind of central field dated coins have been found in a variety of different dies, and in
Han Xuekun's research report, a total of 129 pieces have been found in the Han I type, 213 pieces
have been found in the Han V type, 2 pieces have been found in the Han VI type, and 3 coins have
been found in the Han X type. This kind of central field-dated copper coins accounts for 21% of
total 1649 pieces (Table 7-9).

| think this is probably the earliest copper coin, but a large number of copper coins were
struck later to omit the date in the center circle field.

Table 7.

The field date of the anamorphic number forty

- @@

Size: 22 mm Weight: 2.0 ¢
The anamorphic number forty on the obverse, no date on the reverse

. ' /.

Size: 20.7 mm Weight: 1.4 g

Type Il

11



Double obverse, the anamorphic date on one side, no date on the other

Type IV

Size: 21.2 mm Weight: 3.6 g

Category 2: The coins without a cross on the Zarb

Type I: Dot type, dot on Zarb
Table 8.

Size: 21.5 mm Weight: 2.4 g

_ | Struck at
Obv.: KRN, Pulad

_ | Jalad) al-‘Adil
Rev.: alaey al-a’zam

Type Il: al-imam type [Xuekun, 1993: 10-11]
Table 9.

| Ve Struck at

Oby.: 2 Y s Pulad
Rev - ala¥) al-imam
” placy al-a’zam

Category 3: A cross on the Zarb, no date in the inner circle

The number of copper coins of this type is relatively large, and there are many dies. | have
collected more than 30 different dies of this type, but these coins are crudely pressed, and although
there is no date in the field in the center circle, it is clear that the date should be on the margin of the
coin, but I have never been able to piece together a complete inscription on the margin
(Table 10-22). This project requires a lot of coins to complete. | think that these coins were struck
after the coins with the date in the field of the inner circle, and it is possible that these copper coins
struck for a long time, but the exact date of their production is still a mystery. | believe that through
the continuous collection of coins, this mystery will be revealed.
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Table 10.

a cross on Zarb, no date in the inner circle, standard type

Type |

Size: 20.5 mm Weight: 2.1 g

Double reverse of the Type |
Flld
Type I (1M v
<

Size: 20.9 mm Weight: 2.4 g

The dot on the right of Zarb, no
Type Il . ‘

Size: 21.9 mm Weight: 1.9 g

The small bar on the right of Zarb,

Type IV

Size: 20.6 mm Weight: 2.2 g

Double obverse, One a dot on the Zarb, the other a cross on the Zarb

Type V

Size: 19.9 mm Weight: 3.0 g

Size: 2.10-2.12 mm Weight: 2.60 g
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d. The AR dirham of Pulad mint during the period of Mongke Khan

Mongke’s tamgha h AH657

Table 11.

Size: 16.96 mm Weight: 1.2 g

Obv.: | 4t Jgm ) tana dit) ¥) 4l Y

There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the
messenger of God

1R G2
PAJ.m

K R
(2564 2)
M@uﬁu
Adldiw

Rev.:

Struck this

dirham

Coin in Pulad

(in the months of the)
year eight, fifty,

six hundred

Mongke’s tamgha h AH658

Table 12.

Size: 18.25 mm Weight: 1.4 g

Obv.: | 4t Jsm ) 2 dt) ¥) A3 Y

There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is
the messenger of God

1R Gz
eh).ﬂ‘

K EYRL
98 b »
Onenad et A
Al

Rev.:

Struck this

dirham

Coin in Pulad

in the months of
the year eight, fifty,
six hundred

e. The AR dirham of Pulad mint after the death of Mongke Khan

Mongke’s tamgha Hh AH659

Table 13.

Size: 19.9 mm Weight: 1.6 g

Obv.: | 4t Jsm ) taaa dt) W) Al Y

There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the
messenger of God
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Rev.:

ﬁhc,u.'a
eb).m

3 Y g ASe
ST
Ailai

Struck this

dirham

Coin in Pulad

in the months of
the year nine, fifty,
six hundred

Mongke’s tamgha h AH660

Table 14.

Size: 17.3 mm Weight: 1.2 g

. 2 There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the
Oby.:. | 4 dge dae a1 413 messenger of God
138 o pula Struck this
pd ) dirham
Rev - A‘JJ%M _Coin in Pulad
T o P in the months of
Oflen A the year sixty,
Llaie six hundred

f. The AR dirham of Pulad mint with Trident tamgha th

Table 15.

Trident tamgha th Type 1 AH662

s

Size: 18.3 mm Weight: 1.2 g

; \ There is no God but Allah, Muhammad
Obv. | Al dsm) 2ene Y140y is the messenger of God
KT g Struck this
bl dirham
Rev.: R Coin in Pulad
T used A in the months of
O (it ) the year two, sixty,
Al six hundred
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Table 16.

Trident tamgha fh Type 11

Size: 18.4 mm Weight: 1.6 g

The inscription is distorted and cannot be read

Table 17.

Trident tamgha th Type 111

Size: 17 mm Weight: 1.1 g

The inscription is distorted and cannot be read completely, only the mint Pulad

g. The AE fals of Pulad mint with Trident tamgha

Table 18.

Size: 22.4 mm Weight: 3.3 ¢

Size: 23.4 mm Weight: 3.1 ¢

The inscription is distorted and cannot be read completely, only the mint Pulad and 662

The swastika on the reverse of this coin has two types of left and right rotations, and it is
supposed to be a variation of the Nestorian cross because the Nestorian religion is practiced in the
Dalet region. This similar deformation of the cross can be seen in the Nestorian seals of the Mongol
and Yuan dynasties, as shown in the four typical Nestorian seals shown below (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3. Four typical Nestorian seals shown below

This coin with the Trident tamgha has so far only been found with the minting date of the
year 662 AH. The year 662AH is from November 4, 1263, to October 23, 1264. This was the year
when Kublai Khan, the new Great Khan of Mongols, changed the title of his reign from "Zhongtong
4" to "Zhiyuan £ t".

According to the "Yuan Shi" (the first year of the "Zhiyuan", 1264 AD):

HEHFH, ... By, BTHEARFHEARLZIN, AERE, 2R5EEEEER.
B g, HrER AL, BE. FE. PR, RRA-MERE. #iEEEKHZ
w, REAR, HEEAEILE SR [Lian etal., 1997: 98].

“Autumn and July JiaxuH & ,...GengziB#¥-, Ariq Boke was no longer able to raise troops
to fight after the defeat of the Battle of Shimu’ultu Na’ur (Mosquito Lake, November 1261), so he
surrendered with the princes Uriing Tash £ B %2k, Asutaifif i€+, and Shirigi 545, as well as
his officials and ministers Buluhua A~ €-4¢, KhuchaZ %%, Tiiman3ti#, Alichali] %%, and Doquz/lii
2 HEetc. The emperor's edict said that all the princes were descendants of Taizu Genghis Khan, and
they were spared together without asking for their crimes, and his ministers Buluhua/A~&1¢ and
others were all executed.”

| think it may have been Kublai Khan who minted coins at Pulad to commemorate his

victory over Ariq Boke Khan and the Trident tamgha probably belonged to Kublai Khan. Without
doubt this is just an inference of mine, and it needs to be further demonstrated.
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h. The AR dirham of Pulad mint with Mongke’s tamghaH"l, dated 671 (2) AH

Table 19.

Size: 18.6 mm Weight: 1.4 g

; \ There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is
oA IS ’
Obv... | &l dgey sana NI 4 Y the messenger of God
A i Struck this
Ay an Al Dirham Coin in
R Pulad year (1 or 2?),
Rev.: | .
S seventy
Al six hundred

The single-digit distortion of the date of this Mdngke silver dirham is so severe that it is
difficult to distinguish whether it is a 1 or a 2, and the tens number can be determined to be 70
instead of 60. I think there are two possibilities for this situation, one is that the engraver mistakenly
engraved 60 to 70, and the other is that more than ten years after Mongke's death, Pulad was still
minting coins with Mdngke's tamgha, which represented not Mongke Khan but the jurisdiction of
the Great Mongols central government over the Pulad.

i. The AR dirham of Pulad mint during the period of Qaidu Khan (668-701AH)

AR dirham, Pulad Mint, 691AH

Table 20.

Ay Coin
Obv.: o~ Qaidu’s tamgha
KA Pulad
Margin: | 691 i 3 g3 4w ad 3l 138 iy | Struck this dirham coin in Pulad year 691
Rev.:  Jalad) al-‘Adil
- alaey al-a’zam
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AR dirham, Pulad Mint, 694AH

Table 21.
[ Mayer, 1998: 51]
Aoy Coin
Obv.: ~ Qaidu’s tamgha
AN Pulad
Margin: 694 4 2 gy A4S ad Al 138 e | Struck this dirham coin in Pulad year 694
Rev. - b Jatad) al-‘Adil
a by al-a’zam
The miss date of the AR dirham of Pulad Mint
Table 22.

{ ual;.m

Size:24.0mm Weight:2.0g

) Coin
Obv.: ~ Qaidu’s tamgha
Y g Pulad
Margin: The date on the margin is out of the coin and cannot be read
Rev - b Jalad) al-‘Adil
” by al-a’zam
Conclusion

This paper summarizes the situation of coins excavated in the Bole area. Through my
interpretation of the inscription on coins, the question of the minting time of the copper coins of the
Pulad and the attribution of the coin that had been pending in those years was basically resolved.

From the earliest Pulad coins in the Ogedei period to the Pulad coins with the Mongke’s
tamghat and the Trident tamgha in, it can be seen that the coins of this period were all local coins
struck and issued by the Great Mongol government in the Pulad. For nearly 20 years after the
beginning of AH 670s, no coins of the Pulad mint have been found. It was not until 691 AH that we
rediscovered the coins of the Pulad Mint, and the tamgha on the coins of this period became the
Qaidu’s tamgha. It can be inferred that until 691 AH, The Pulad had been a city under the
government of the Yuan Dynasty. This is illustrated by the large number of silver sycees found at
the ruins of the ancient city of DaletiZx ¥4 5 31§ at the end of the 90s of the 20th century.

The new Mongol Great Khan Kublai Khan established the Yuan Dynasty in China and
began to use paper money in the first year of Zhongtong ™4t Jt4F (1260 AD). According to the
“Yuan Shi (History of the Yuan Dynasty)”, in the seventeenth year of ZhiyuanZji+-G4E
(1280AD), “ - E 15 N 40 HE %4 5] a supervisorate of paper money (jiaochao tijusi 22 #5425 7])
was founded in the territory of Uighur” [Lian et al., 1997: 223]. In the twentieth year of Zhiyuan%®
JC T (1283AD), “ 7% T JLPU kb K <20 four statlons and a paper money storehouse
(Jiaochaoku #Z%b)%) were established in the Uighur region” [ Lian et al., 1997: 1567]. This shows
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that the paper money of the Yuan Dynasty began to circulate in large quantities in the Uighur
region. It was the reason why no AR dirham or AE fals were issued for about 20 years in Pulad
from this time until the appearance of Qaidu’s coins in 691 AH (1292AD). It is likely that paper
money was used in the Pulad during this period. Of course, no Yuan Dynasty paper money has been
found in Pulad yet, because paper money easy to corrode and difficult to preserve for more than 700
years. This is just my speculation, and it needs to be proved by new unearthed discoveries.

The coins of the Pulad mint show that although the Pulad city was within the territory of the
Chaghatai Khanate, it was a city under the central government of the Great Mongol Empire. The
Great Mongol Empire was basically composed of two parts of land from the period of Ogedei to the
accession of Mongke: One was the fiefdom of the Mongol princes, mainly distributed in the steppe
area of the Mongol Empire; The other was the cities and farmlands, mainly distributed in the Han
region, the Uighur and oases south of the Tianshan Mountains, the Ferghana region and the north
and south of the Amu Darya River. The ruling institutions of these cities and farmlands, as well as
their subordination to the Great Khan, were basically formed during the Ogedei Khan and Giiyiik
Khan periods. Therefore, the ruling institutions were also divided into two sets, the cities were
governed by the ministers appointed by the Great Khan, and the government collected taxes from
the subjects of the city area. And the fiefdoms of the princes were under the jurisdiction of the
princes [Yingsheng, 2006: 139-140].

After Genghis Khan's expedition to the west, Mahmud Yalavach and his son Masud Beg
took charge of the cities north of the Amu Darya River. Therefore, the Pulad mint coins should have
been issued by Yalavach and his son.

In 1251, after Mongke ascended to the throne of the Mongol Great Khan, he established the
Regional Military Administration of Besh Balig ]2k /\ L& 4047 11544 and other areas to manage
the cities and agricultural lands between the Golden Mountains (Altai Mountains) and the Amu
Darya River, and the Regional Military Administration of Amu Darya and other areas [ %] 25 4k
17+ to administer the areas south of the Amu Darya River. Thus formalizing and
institutionalizing the ruling institutions of these Mongol Empire territories. During Mongke's reign
(649-658 AH/1251-1260 AD), many of the princes of the Chaghatai and Ogedei khanates were
punished for their involvement in activities against Mongke, and their power was weakened, and
they did not occupy an important position in the Western Regions during this period. As a result, it
is even more certain that the city of Pulad and its surrounding farmlands were under the
administration of the Mongol Empire during this period.

In August 1259, Mongke died in Sichuan/U)1|, and Ariq Boke prepared to ascend the throne
in Qaragorumfg i AI#K. In March of the first year of Zhongtong#'4t in 1260, Kublai Khan
proclaimed the Great Khan in Kaiping-f-, and the following month Ariq Boke also proclaimed
the Great Khan in Qara Qorum. In this way, two Great Khans appeared in the Great Mongol Empire
at the same time, and a civil war between Kublai Khan and Ariq Boke Khan broke out.

In the same year, Ariq Boke promoted Alughu, the grandson of Chaghatai, who supported
him as the Great Khan of the Mongols, as the Khan of the Chaghatai Khanate. Ariq Boke 's purpose
was to get Alughu to supply his army with military supplies. The land, army, and wealth controlled
by the former Regional Military Administration of Besh Baliq and other areas 512k J\ B 2540 i 45
45 fell into the hands of Alughu, and from this time on, the Chaghatai Khanate gradually developed
and later became the sole ruler of Central Asia. In this way, Alughu 's strength and Ariq Boke 's
strength have changed fundamentally. At this time, Ariq Boke was defeated by Kublai Khan in
Mobei# 1t (modern-day Mongolia), which greatly reduced his prestige. In about 1262, Alughu
seized the military supplies that Ariq Boke had collected in Central Asia and declared his
submission to Kublai Khan. Ariq Boke was very angry and went to attack Alughu. However,
Alughu was victorious, defeating Ariq Boke 's vanguard at Pulad, between Lake Selim and Lake
Abi. After this victory, Alughu thought he was safe and sound, so he mistakenly disbanded the
army, and Ariq Boke 's other army occupied Almaligh, forcing Alughu to flee towards Kashghar
and Khotan. Ariq Boke entered Almaliq and plundered and slaughtered the place, resulting in a
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famine, and some of his own generals left him with their troops. His army then collapsed. This is
probably the reason why | have so far not found Pulad coins struck in 661 AH. In 662 AH, Ariq
Boke was forced to surrender to Kublai Khan, and in that year the city of Pulad began to strike
coins with Trident tamgha .

After the defeat of Ariq Boke, the power of Qaidu, the grandson of Ogedei, grew rapidly. In
1268, Qaidu raised troops from Almaligh against Kublai Khan, and the “Yuan Shi, Geography VI {
TG« HIFHIS) 7 recorded: 1 EMFHNATE TR SRR AL, F5H . The prince Qaidu
encamped in Almaliq and other places, beyond the confines of his fiefdom” and “% Jt TLAEHFHF
Qaidu rebelled in the fifth year of Zhiyuan (1268) [Lian et al., 1997: 1569].” The Yuan army
defeated Qaidu at Beiting. In 1275, Kublai Khan sent his fourth son, Nomughan A A%, to the
garrison Almalig. But in 1276 Nomughan was arrested by the rebels and they handed him over to
Qaidu's ally, the Golden Horde, Mengu-Timur. But at this time, Kublai Khan did not abandon the
Uighur region and decided to confront Qaidu in this region. During this period, there were many
battles between the Yuan army and Qaidu. Nevertheless, the appearance of the Pulad mint coins
with the Qaidu’s tamgha in 691 AH marked Qaidu's control over the region.

The study of the coins of the Pulad Mint shows the history of the Pulad region in the 13th
century. We can see the important historical position of Pulad in the Mongol-Yuan period. | look
forward to more discoveries in the Bole area of Xinjiang.

Note: The first draft of this paper was presented at the International Numismatic Conference
on "The Seventh Mongol Numismatics Conference” held in Bakhchisaray, Crimea, Ukraine, in
September 2008. In March 2014, | added content, sorted it out and finalized this paper, and
published it in “A Collection of Chinese Numismatic Theses” , VI volume. In November 2024, at
Pavel Petrov's invitation, | revised and edited it again and translated it into English. Finally, I would
like to thank Dr. Vladimir Belyaev for taking time out of his busy schedule to proofread the English
version of this paper.
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