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Abstract. The article is based on materials obtained during the joint archaeological,
scientific, and cultural activities carried out at the «Archaeological complex Rakhat» by the State
Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve «Esik» in cooperation with Chinese research institutions,
including Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology in Xi’an and Collaborative Research Center
for Archaeology of the Silk Road, Shaanxi Province. The research materials include archaeological
fieldwork data, reports of joint expeditions, documentation of excavated objects, museum records,
photographic materials, scientific publications, and information related to exhibitions, seminars,
conferences, documentary film, and other forms of Kazakh-Chinese cooperation within the
framework of the «Belt and Road» Initiative.

The aim of this article is to analyze the development of cultural and scientific ties among the
countries of the Great Silk Road through the experience of international cooperation in the study
and preservation of archaeological heritage. Particular attention is given to Kazakhstan as one of the
key regions of the historic Silk Road. Drawing on the example of joint Kazakhstan-Chinese
research at the Rakhat archaeological complex, the article examines the potential of inter-state
scientific cooperation in the field of archaeology. It demonstrates that joint research projects
contribute to expanding knowledge of the historical and cultural heritage of Semirechye region,
improving methods for the scientific study of archaeological sites, and strengthening cultural and
humanitarian cooperation between Kazakhstan and China.

Materials and methods. The methodological basis of the study includes historical and
chronological methods, archaeological description, source analysis, the systematization of field and
museum materials, and an interdisciplinary approach. The historical-chronological method made it
possible to examine the formation and main stages of development of cooperation between
Kazakhstani and Chinese research institutions. Archaeological description and analysis were
applied to identify the historical and cultural significance, structural features, and scientific value of
the Archaeological complex Rakhat. Comparative analysis was used to assess the role and
importance of the complex in the study of Silk Road archaeology. In the course of source analysis,
archaeological research reports, scientific publications, museum documents, and materials collected
within the framework of international cooperation were examined. The systematic approach
allowed the research outcomes, institutional interaction, and future development perspectives to be
analyzed comprehensively as interconnected components of long-term scientific cooperation.
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KA3AKCTAH-KBITAW BIHTBIMAKTACTBIFbI AACBIHIAFBI PAXAT
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(KprTait Xanslk Pecrry0ukachr)

23 «Ecik» MEMIICKETTIK TapuXU-MOIeHU My3ei-Kopbirbl (Kazakcran)

4 )KibeK 5K0IbI apXeoIorHsACH OOWBIHIIA GipIeCKEH 3ePTTey OPTATIBIFBI

(KprTait Xanbik Pecrybmmkacs)

Anpatna. Makana «bip Oengey, Oip >xom» Oacrtamachl asChIHIAFbl Ka3aK-KbITai
BIHTHIMAKTACTBIFbIHA apHaNFaH. 3eprreyne «Ecik» MeMIIEKETTIK TapuXU-MOJCHH MY3€i-KOPBIFbI,
Kpriraii Xansik Pecriyonukaceiabig [1I3HbCH npoBuHLIUACHIHAaFRl CHAHb KaJTachIHBIH APXEOJIOTHS
MHCTHUTYTHI jkoHe JKiGek >K0JIbl apXeooruschl OOMBIHIIA OIPJIECKEH 3epTTey OpTaIbIFbIHbIH «Paxar
apXEOJIOTUSIIBIK KEHICHIHAE» KYPTi3reH apXeoJOTHSUIBIK, FBUIBIMUA JKOHE MOJEHH KBI3METIHIH
HOTIDKENIEpl  KapacThIpbUIagpl.  Makamaga — apXeoJOTHsUIBIK — JalalblK  3epTTeyJepiH
KOPBITBIHIBIIAPEI, OipJjecin  aTKapbUIFaH PECTaBPALMSIBIK KYMBICTAp, YHBIMIACTBHIPBUIFAH
KepMeJiep, FhUIBIMH KapusaHbIMIap, ceMUHapiap, KoHpepeHuusaap, IepekTi Guibmaep >KoHe
e3re JIe ic-mapanap Typaibl MOIIMETTEP OEpiITeH.

MakananbiH MakcaTbl — ¥Jbl JKiOek koybl OOMBIHAAFBI €Niep apachlHIAFbl MOJCHH JKOHE
FBUIBIMH OailuIaHBICTap/IbIH AaMYyBIH apXeOJIOTHUSIIBIK MYpPaHbl 3€pPTTEY JKOHE CAaKTay CallaChIHAArbl
XaJIbIKapaJIbIK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK TYPFBICHIHAH Tangay. Tapuxu ¥ibl JKiGeK >KOJIBIHBIH MaHbI3IIbI
aiimakTapelHblH Oipi perinne KaszakcTaHHBIH peniHE epekile Hasap ayjapeuiaabl. Paxar
apXeoJIOTUSJIBIK ~ KEIIEHIHIE KYPri3iireH OipjeckeH Ka3aKCTaHIbIK-KbITAWIBIK —3epTTeysep
MBICAJIBIH/IA ~ APXEOJIOTHsl  CaNachlHAaFrbl MEMJIEKETapaliblK FBUIBIMH  ©3apa  iC-KUMBUIIBIH
MYMKIHIIKTEpl KapacThIpblIaZbl. bipieckeH FBUIBIMU-3€pTTEY JKOOalapbhlH Ky3ere achlpy
JKeTicynbIH TapuXu-MOJACHH MYPACHI Typallbl OLTIMII KEHEHTYTe, apXeoIOTHSUIBIK €CKEePTKIIITep i
3epTTeYiH FBUIBIMU OHICTepiH keTuiaipyre skoHe Kazakcran men KpiTail apacelHIarbl MoJeHH-
TYMaHHUTAapPIIBIK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIKTHI HBIFAHTYFa BIKIAJT €TETiHI KOPCETLIeIi.

3epTrTey MaTepuajgapbl MeH daicTepi. 3epTTeyAiH OICHAMAJIBIK HETI3iH TapuXHu JKOHE
XPOHOJIOTHSUIBIK  O/ICTEP, ApXEOJOTHSJIBIK CHUIATTay, ACPEKTaHYNbIK Talaay, NalajiblK KOHE
My3€HIIIK MaTepuasaapAbl KyHeney, COHAal-aK TMOHApaNbIK Tocinm Kypainael. Tapuxu-
XPOHOJIOTHSUTBIK ~ QMIIC  KAa3aKCTAHIBIK JKOHE KBITAMIBIK FBUIBIMH MEKEMeNlep apachIHAarbl
BIHTBIMAKTACTBHIKTBIH ~ KaJbIITacybl MEH JaMy Ke3eHIEepiH capajiayra MYMKIHAIK —Oepmi.
ApPXEOJNOTHSIIBIK CUTIATTAy JKOHE Tayijay ojicTepi PaxaT apXeosoTHsulbIK KeIIeHIHIH TapHhxu-
MOJICHH MAaHBI3bIH, KYPBUIBIMIBIK €PEKIISTIKTePIH »OHE FBUIBIMH KYHJIBUIBIFBIH aWKBIHAAY
MaKcaThlHa KOJAAaHbUIABL. CanbICThIpMallbl Tanjay ojici aranFaH KemieHHIH JKiOek >Koibl
apXEOJIOTHSACHIH 3ePTTEYICTi OpHBI MEH MaHBI3bIH Oarajay YIIiH MaimamaHbuisl. JlepeKTaHybIK
Tannay OapbIChIHIA apXEOJOTHUSUIBIK 3EepTTeY ecenTepi, FHUIBIMU JKapUsUIaHBIMAAp, MY3EUIIiK
KyKaTTap JKOHE  XaJbIKapaiblK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK  asCHIHAA OJKUHAKTAIFaH  MaTepuaiaap
KapacThIpbUIbL. JKyiieni Tocin 3epTTey HOTHXKENEPiH, MHCTUTYIIMOHAABIK 63apa 1C-KUMBLIIBI )KOHE
Ooyamak Jamy KeJeHIeTriH y3aK Mep3iMiAl FhUIBIMU BIHTHIMAKTACTHIKTHIH ©3apa OailIaHBICTHI
Kypamjac OeKTepi peTiHae KeUIeH Il TYpAe Tal i Ib.

Tipek ce3aep: apxeosorus, 3epTrey, PaxaT apXeoJOoTHsIIbIK KEIIeHI, BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK,
My3€ei-KOpBIK, Apxeosnorus MHCTUTYThI, Ka3zakcran, Kpitaii.
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UCCIEAOBAHUE APXEOJIOTHYECKOI'O KOMIIVIEKCA PAXAT B KOHTEKCTE
KA3AXCTAHCKO-KUTAMCKOI'O COTPYJJHUUECTBA:
PE3YJIBTATHI U IIEPCIIEKTHUBbBI
Jun Ans, I'.P. Myxmaposa®, M.E. Teinaiikynoea®, Ban Huvuno*

! Hayuno-uccnenoparensckuii nentp Llenkosoro mytu MHCTUTYTa apXeoI0ruy IPOBUHIIUH
[Manbcu (Kutaiickas Haponnast Pecryonuka)
23T ocynapcTBeHHBII HCTOPUKO-KYIbTYPHBIH My3eii-3armoBenauk «Eciky (KazaxcTan)

# CoBMecTHBII HCCIIeI0BATENbCKHIA IIEHTp apxeosioruu 111&nkosoro myTu
(Kuraiickast Haponnas PecnyOnuka)

AHHOTanus. B craTbe aHanmmM3upyeTcs Ka3axCTaHCKO-KUTANCKOE COTPYAHUYECTBO B paMKax
uHULIMaTUBbl «OauH TMOsIC, OAMH NyTh». B uCcienoBaHMM paccMAaTPUBAIOTCS PE3YJIbTaThl
apX€oJOTrMYECKOM, HayYHOU U KYJbTYpPHOU JESITEIBHOCTH, MPOBEAEHHON Ha «apXeO0JOTHYECKOM
komIuiekce Paxat» ['ocynmapcTBEHHBIM HCTOPHKO-KYJIBTYPHBIM My3eeM-3anoBeTHUKOM «Ecik»
coBMecTHO ¢ MHCcTUTYyTOM apxeosioruu ropoga Cuanb npoBuHiuy [>ascu (KHP) n1 CoBMecTHBIM
UCCJIeIOBATENLCKUM IIeHTpoM apxeosoruu [1I€nkoBoro mytu. B cTtaThe npeacTaBieHbl CBECHUS 00
UTOTax apXeoJIOTMYECKUX IOJIEBBIX HCCIEIOBAaHUM, COBMECTHO BBIIIOJIHEHHBIX PECTaBPAaLlMOHHBIX
paboTax, OpraHW30BAaHHBIX BBICTABKAX, HAYYHBIX IMyOJIMKAIMSIX, CEMUHApax, KOH(EPEHIUsX,
JOKYMEHTaJIbHBIX (PUIbMaxX U JPYTUX MEPONPUATHUSX.

Lenp crarbu 3akiroyaeTcss B aHAIM3€ PA3BUTHUSL KYJbTYPHBIX M HAaYUYHBIX CBSI3€H MEXAY
ctpanamu Benukoro IllenkoBoro myTtu yepes OMBIT MEXAYHAPOAHOIO COTPYIHUYECTBA B 00JIACTU
U3YYCHHUS W COXPAaHCHHUs apxeoyiorndeckoro Haciemus. Oco0oe BHHMAaHUE YIEISIETCS POIU
KazaxcTana kak OJHOro W3 KIIIOYEBBIX PErMOHOB Hctopudeckoro [llenkoBoro mytu. Ha nmpumepe
COBMECTHBIX Ka3aXCTaHCKO-KUTAUCKUX HCCJIEJIOBAHUN apXeoJOornyecKkoro Komruviekca Paxar,
paccMaTpuBalOTCS BO3MOXKHOCTH MEXTOCYJAapCTBEHHOTO HAay4YHOTO B3aMMOJEWUCTBUA B cdepe
apxeosoruu. [TokazaHo, yTo peann3ainsi COBMECTHBIX UCCIIEI0BATEIbCKUX MPOEKTOB CIIOCOOCTBYET
pacliupeHnI0 3HaHUKH 00 HMCTOPUKO-KYJIbTYpHOM Hacienuu Cemupedbsi, COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUIO
HAay4YHBIX METOJOB M3YYCHHUS apXEOJOTMYECKUX TMaAMITHHUKOB U YKPEIUICHHUIO KYJIbTYpPHO-
TyMaHUTapHOro coTpyaHnyecTBa Mexay Kazaxcranom u Kuraem.

Marepuanbl U MeTOAbl HCCIAeAOBAHUS. METOHOJOTUYECKYI0 OCHOBY HCCIEIOBaHUS
COCTABJISIIOT MCTOPUKO-XPOHOJIOTMYECKUN METOJl, apXeOoJOTHMYeCKOe ONHUCAHME W aHaJu3,
HMCTOYHUKOBEUECKUN aHaliu3, CHCTeMaTH3alluds TOJEBBIX M MY3EHHBIX MaTepHAJIOB, a TaKXe
MEXIUCHUIUIMHAPHBIA NOAX0A. VCTOPUKO-XpOHOJIOTMUECKUI METOJ| IMO3BOJUI PacCMOTPETH
CTAHOBJICHUE W OCHOBHBIE JTambl Pa3BUTUS COTPYJHHUYECTBA MEXKIY Ka3aXCTAHCKUMU H
KHUTACKUMH HAyYHBIMU YUIPEKIECHUAMH. METOIbI apXeoJOorHYecKOro OMHMCAHUs U aHaIu3a ObUIH
MPUMEHEHBI ISl OTIPeJIeNIeHNs] UCTOPUKO-KYJIbTYPHOTO 3HAYEHUS, CTPYKTYPHBIX OCOOCHHOCTEH U
Hay4YHOU LIEHHOCTH apXeoJoruyeckoro koMmiuiekca Paxat. CpaBHUTEIbHBIA U HCTOUHHUKOBETUYECKUN
aHaJIu3 TMO3BOJIMJI PACCMOTPETh APXEOJOTMYECKUM KOMIUIEKC Paxar B KOHTEKCTE H3y4YEHHUS
[[IénkoBoro myTH, a Takke 000OIMTH MaTepUasbl, CBI3aHHBIC C Pe3yJbTaTaMH WCCIEIOBAHUN H
MEXIYHAPOAHBIM HAyYHBIM COTpyAHMYECTBOM. CHCTeMHBIH TOIXOJI Jall BO3MOXHOCTb
MPEJACTaBUTh TIONYyYCHHBIC JaHHBIC, WHCTUTYIIMOHAIBHOE B3aUMOJICUCTBHE W TEPCIEKTHBBI
JanbHEHIIET0  pa3BUTUSL KaK  B3aMMOCBSI3aHHBIE  3JIEMEHTHI  JOJTOCPOYHOTO  HAYYHOIO
COTpYAHHUYECTBA.

KiroueBble cjioBa: apxeojorus, HCCIEIOBAHME, apXeoJOrH4YecKuid kKomIuiekc Paxar,
COTPYJIHUYECTBO, My3€eil-3anoBeAHUK, THCTUTYT apxeosioruu, Kazaxcran, Kuraii.

Jus nurupoBanusa: Jlun s, MyxrtapoBa I'.P., TeinalikymoBa M.E., Ban HHbuHB.
Uccnenoanue apxeosormdyeckoro komiiekca Paxar B koHTekcte Kazaxcrancko-Kutalickoro
coTpyaHudecTBa: pe3ynabTarhl U mnepcrektuBsl // MUSEUM.KZ. 2026. Ne2 (14), c. 5-17. DOI
10.59103/muzkz.2026.14.01



Introduction. The Belt and Road Initiative is an international project proposed by the
People’s Republic of China in 2013. Its main purpose is to develop economic, cultural, and
scientific ties among countries along the Great Silk Road, and one of its important areas of activity
is the study and preservation of archaeological heritage. Kazakhstan occupies a special place within
the initiative, as one of the main branches of the Great Silk Road passed through Zhetysu. A
significant project within this framework is the Kazakhstan-China joint research at the
Archaeological complex Rakhat.

In 2015, Professor Wang Jianxin, a Chinese researcher specializing in the Silk Road of
Central Asia, visited the State Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve «Esik» (hereinafter, the
«Esik» Museum-Reserve) for the first time and expressed interest in the Rakhat site as a research
object (Fig. 1). This laid the foundation for the first joint archaeological study between the two
countries.

On 1 June 2016, as part of the Belt and Road Initiative, an agreement was signed with the
Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology. In 2017, Kazakh-Chinese joint archaeological research
began at the Rakhat site. The project was led by G. Mukhtarova on the Kazakh side and Ding Yan
on the Chinese side.

Fig 1. Professor Wang Jianxin and Mukhtarova G.R., Xi’an, 2026. Photo by W. Yingying.

The site chosen by both sides lies above the village of Rakhat in the Rakhat rural district of
Enbekshikazakh District, Almaty Region, on the northern foothills of the lle Alatau. The choice of
this location was not accidental. This site is hereinafter referred to as the Rakhat site (Fig. 2).

The Rakhat site, which consists of eight hills, was once interpreted by archaeologist
Bekmukhanbet Nurmukhanbetov (commonly known as Beken ata) as a possible residence of the
Golden Man and the White Horde of the Saka [Nurmukhanbetov, Tulegenov, 2014: 248-256]



Fig 2. Archeological complex Rakhat. Aerial photography by «Esik» museum-reserve.

Results and discussion. In 1999, members of the joint comprehensive archaeological
reconnaissance expedition of Kainar University and the Golden Man Association, led by
archaeologist Beken Nurmukhanbetov, conducted the first reconnaissance at the Rakhat site. In
2004, the A.Kh. Margulan Institute of Archaeology excavated a 4x4 m. stratigraphic test pit. The
excavation confirmed that the hills were artificial rather than natural formations, and it was
concluded that the area may have been inhabited from the Early Iron Age through the medieval
period. In 2005, the sites were described as part of the project to publish the Collection of Historical
and Cultural Monuments of Almaty Region [Turanin, 1999].

Alongside the Rakhat site, the Orikty settlement, located nearby and consisting of several
small mounds, has also drawn the attention of the museum-reserve staff. The site was first identified
in 2000 during archaeological reconnaissance conducted by the archaeologist B. Nurmukhanbetov.
Although the two sites have come to bear different names in recent years as a result of to toponymic
changes, their historical and cultural connection remains evident.

At the official opening ceremony of the State Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve
«Esik», held as part of a regular field meeting of the Council for the implementation of the strategic
national project «Cultural Heritage», the museum-reserve's director, G. Mukhtarova pointed out that
the land plots on which the Rakhat and Orikty settlements stood were not being used for their
intended scientific, cultural, museum, educational, and tourism purposes, and she further proposed
transferring these monuments to the jurisdiction of the museum-reserve [Gosudarstvennaya
programma Respubliki Kazakhstan «Kulturnoe nasledie», 2005].

In this regard, on 10 May 2011, the Akimat (local executive authority) of Enbekshikazakh
District, Almaty Region, adopted Resolutions Ne 388 and Ne 389, «On the protection and
preservation of the «White Horde» of the ancient Saka king, located southeast of Rakhat village,
and the ancient Saka city, located southwest of Orikty village». Under these resolutions, the
museum-reserve was entrusted with carrying out awareness-raising activities; burials in the Orikty
area were suspended and construction, gardening, and other forms of land use within these
territories were prohibited.

Within the framework of the applied scientific project, the «Issyk Burial Ground and the
Culture of the Saka of Zhetysu» under the republican program of the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, Ne 005 «Applied Scientific Research» for 2011-2012, led by G.
Mukhtarova, with T. Zh. Tulegenov, as expedition leader, organized the first archaeological field
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expedition at the Orikty site in 2012. A general topographic plan was prepared, a topographic
survey was carried out, a topographic plan was compiled, a 2x2 m. stratigraphic test pit was
excavated, and archaeological excavations were conducted at mounds Ne 1 and Ne 2 of Site No 1.

By the decision of the Almaty Regional Maslikhat (regional legislative bodies) dated 9
August 2013, the Orikty settlement and the Rakhat site were legally included within the protection
zone of the State Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve «Esik». Both monuments dated from the
Early Iron Age, spanning the VII century BC to the XI century AD. The Orikty settlement was
assigned a protection zone of 19.5 ha and a protected natural landscape zone of 44 ha, covering a
total protected area of 63.5 ha. The Rakhat site was assigned a protection zone of 5.2 ha, a
construction regulation zone of 15 ha, and a protected natural landscape zone of 63 ha, covering a
total protected area of 83.2 ha. Since that time, the museum-reserve has conducted its own
archaeological reconnaissance surveys at these monuments.

Under the applied research project «The Issyk Burial Ground and the Culture of the Zhetysu
Sakas» (2015-2017), led by G. Mukhtarova, with T. Tulegenov as expedition leader, reconnaissance
and research work were carried out in 2015 one kilometer southeast of the Rakhat site. As a result,
plans were drawn up for the archaeological features identified, and their geographical coordinates
were recorded. The Rakhat site consists of eight hills formed by high earthen mounds. The total
area of the Rakhat settlement is approximately 250,000 m?. Its GPS coordinates are N43° 20.250', E
077° 22.614'. The central hill 20-25 m high and 70-75 m wide, is a tall, cone-shaped mound with a
narrower summit and a broader base, giving it a platform-like appearance; Its height is 18 m, and
the area of its upper surface is 3,200 m2. The central part is surrounded by ditches with an outer-
wall diameter of approximately 220 m., and the surrounding area is enclosed by five elongated
earthen embankments.

At this stage, the area comprising these sites began to be studied by specialists as a single
archaeological complex. The Chinese side's interest in the Rakhat site was regarded as an
opportunity to carry out a comprehensive investigation of the monument.

Although excavations at the Rakhat site were conducted continuously from 2017 to 2019,
the COVID-19 pandemic subsequently slowed the progress of the work. After an interval of several
years, research resumed only in 2023.

In the first year of joint research with Chinese colleagues, excavations were conducted in
three areas of the Rakhat site covering 32 m?, namely domestic and household pits («KMadeni muray
khattamasy, 2009-2011), as well as at burial complex sites dating to the Early Turkic period. In
addition, 25 mounds forming an irregular chain were identified on the upper floodplain of the
western bank of the river of the same name, southeast of the Rakhat site. Scientific data were
recorded, excavation was carried out at Mound M1, and this area was subsequently designated the
Rakhat I site.

The field research clearly showed that the nearby Orikty settlement was closely connected
with the Archaeological complex Rakhat, in other words, a system of small adjacent settlements
existed within a limited area.

In 2017, alongside the joint work with Chinese colleagues at the Rakhat site, the State
Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve «Esik» (Fig. 3), together with the Beken-Ata Charitable
Foundation, organized its first public volunteer archaeological expedition. The expedition, entitled
«Nurmukhanbetov Excavations», was conducted at Mound Ne4 of the Orikty | burial ground, also
known as the Rakhat IV group.

10
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Fig 3. Members of the Kazakh-Chinese joint archaeological expedition.
«Esik» museum-reserve’s archive photo.

The work was carried out within the framework of the applied research project «The Issyk
Burial Ground and the Culture of the Zhetysu Sakas», under the Program Ne 002 «Applied
Scientific Researchy of the Ministry of Culture and Sports. The project was led by G. Mukhtarova,
while T. Tulegenov was an expedition leader.

Between 2015 and 2018, based on formal agreements, the State Historical and Cultural
Museum-Reserve «Esik» organized joint Kazakh-Korean archaeological research expeditions in
cooperation with five research institutions of the Republic of Korea: the Institute of Historical
Studies of Seoul National University, the DONG-SEO Institute of Cultural Heritage, the Central
Institute of Historical Heritage, the Mahan Culture Research Center, and the Daehan Institute of
Cultural Heritage.

In 2017, the joint Kazakh—Korean international expedition investigated two mounds at the
Orikty 111 burial ground. In 2018, further research at the same site led to the identification of 32
burial and ritual monuments within the burial ground, for which full registration documentation was
prepared.

In 2018-2019, archaeological research was conducted at the Rakhat camp site under an
agreement with the Institute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences. The site is
located in the northern foothills of the Ile Alatau, on the right bank of the Rakhat River. The
expedition was led by D. Ozherelyev.

The research showed that the monument belongs to the early stage of the Upper Paleolithic
and is comparable to sites in other regions of Europe and Asia. Rakhat became the second
Paleolithic site in Zhetysu for which a complete stratigraphic analysis was carried out. The
materials recovered from the site significantly expanded the chronological framework of the
Archaeological complex Rakhat.

In 2019-2020, archaeological research was conducted at the Rakhat site under the applied
research project «The Semiosis of the Material Culture of Zhetysu Based on Materials from the
Archaeological complex Rakhat from the Saka Period to the Thirteenth Century», within the
program of the Ministry of Culture and Sports of the Republic of Kazakhstan for grant and
program-targeted funding of scientific and/or scientific-technical activities. The project was led by
G. Mukhtarova, with T. Tulegenov as expedition leader. Within the project, a 200m? plot in an open
area south of the main Rakhat site, within the Archaeological complex Rakhat, was investigated,
focusing on domestic and household areas, and a stratigraphic test pit was excavated. In 2020, the
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Orikty I, I, and 111 burial mounds were identified in the upper part of the Orikty settlement, site
passports were registered, and plans were prepared. Excavations were also carried out at two small
mounds dating to the Turkic period, along with stratigraphic test-pit work.

In 2021-2023, within the priority area «Research in the Social Sciences and Humanities» of
the Ministry of Culture and Sports of the Republic of Kazakhstan, an applied research project
entitled «Study of the Archaeological complex Rakhat: Reconstruction of History from the Bronze
Age to the Late Medieval Period» was implemented. The project was led by G. Mukhtarova, with
Kh. Aitkul as expedition leader. Research was conducted at the Rakhat site, at Bronze Age and
Early Iron Age sites, and in the Orikty burial ground.

In June 2025, specialists of the Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology (PRC) jointly
carried out archaeological reconnaissance in the Rakhat 111 group and excavated Mound M6. It was
established that the Rakhat 111 burial ground consists of 45 mounds, and a full description of them
was prepared.

Initially, the monument provisionally referred to as the Rakhat site, which was under the
jurisdiction of the State Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve «Esik», covered an area of 50.2
ha. It had an approved protection zone and consisted mainly of eight hills. As a result of several
years of research, the site was reinterpreted as the broader Archaeological complex Rakhat,
covering an area of approximately 250 ha.

The Archaeological complex Rakhat has been divided into the main Rakhat site and five
zones: Rakhat I, Rakhat Il, Rakhat Ill, Rakhat IV, and Rakhat V. This division was based on
information set out in the 2005 Collection of Historical and Cultural Monuments of Almaty Region
[Mukhtarova, 2018].

Thus, the Archaeological complex Rakhat, studied since 2012 by the «Esik» Museum-
Reserve in cooperation with foreign partners, is currently divided into the following zones:

The Rakhat site is the main area of the complex. Here, a Turkic-period burial site, medieval
semi-subterranean structures (F1 and F2) , burials, and household pits were identified.

Rakhat I is located east of the main site and contains Saka-Wusun mounds.

Rakhat 11 is located south of the main site and contains Saka-Wusun mounds. An excavation
was carried out at Mound M1.

Rakhat 111 is located east of the main site and contains Saka-Wusun mounds. An excavation
was carried out at Mound M6.

Rakhat 1V is located east of the main site and includes Saka-Wusun mounds, Turkic-period
monuments, the Orikty settlement, and the Orikty I burial ground.

Rakhat V is located southeast of the main site and includes a Paleolithic camp site, Bronze
Age mounds, Saka-Wusun mounds, and the Orikty Il burial ground [Mukhtarova, Aitkul, 2025:
23-181]

As a result of archaeological research, more than 8,000 finds have been discovered within
the territory of the complex. Most artefacts consist of ceramic sherds, lithic implements and
fragments, human skeletal material, and faunal bone. A total of 155 items have been officially
accepted into the main collection of the museum-reserve. The remaining objects have been accepted
into the temporary collection, and expert studies are ongoing. In conclusion, the study of the
Archaeological complex Rakhat is still only at its initial stage. The materials accumulated in recent
years can only outline the general framework for reconstructing the historical processes that took
place within this complex. Large-scale interdisciplinary research is still required to supplement and
refine our understanding of the developmental stages of the ancient and medieval cultures of the
population of Zhetysu.

The joint research with the PRC was not limited only to excavations at the monument. To
gain a deeper understanding of the Archaeological complex Rakhat, reconnaissance was also
carried out in Enbekshikazakh District, Almaty Region, including excavations at Mound 8 of the
«Esik» burial ground, as well as the identification and study of petroglyphs in Kegen District.

In 2024, specialists from the Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology in Xi’an (PRC),
conducted a condition survey of valuable items in the collection of the «Esik» Museum-Reserve.
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The survey established the need to clean and restore many metal objects. In 2025, conservation and
restoration work were carried out on 50 inventory items made of metal, textile, ceramic, and bone,
using specialized tools and modern methods. The work included cleaning, joining fragments,
shaping, bonding, smoothing, applying protective coating, and color matching. At the same time,
chief artist D. Bektemirov, the chief curator E. Aitkulova, and the researcher Kh. Munkebayev
undertook practical training and enhanced their professional skills. The joint work of the two sides
is an important example of international partnership in the preservation of archaeological and
historical heritage. It represents not only scientific cooperation, but also a responsible step aimed at
protecting the shared historical and cultural heritage of the Eurasian region.

More than 45 scholarly articles have been published on the Archaeological complex Rakhat,
the majority of them joint works by Kazakh and Chinese specialists. In addition, with the
sponsorship of the Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology, the five-year Report Album of the
«Esik» Museum-Reserve was published [Esik-albom, 2020]. The Report Album broadly presents
the results of research cooperation between the two countries.

On 23 October 2025, the «Esik» Museum-Reserve, together with the Shaanxi Provincial
Institute of Archaeology (PRC), held the «V1 Issyk Readings» International Scientific and Practical
Conference, themed this year: «International Research in Archaeology: Experience, Results, and
Priority Areas». The conference was dedicated to the 55th anniversary of the discovery of the
Golden Man, the 15th anniversary of the establishment of the «Esik» Museum-Reserve, and the
90th anniversary of the birth of the archaeologist B. Nurmukhanbetov. Following the conference, a
scholarly collection was published with the sponsorship of the Shaanxi Provincial Institute of
Archaeology (PRC) [Mukhtarova, Aitkul, 2025: 316]. In 2025, a monograph was published based
on the results of archaeological research conducted at the Archaeological complex Rakhat between
2012 and 2025 [VI Esik oqulary, 2025].

Fig 4. The exhibition «A Prosperous World on the Path of Partnership: Cooperation Exhibition
Dedicated to the 10" Anniversary of the Belt and Road Initiative». Photo by Mukhtarova G.R.

On 28 September 2023, the exhibition «A Prosperous World on the Path of Partnership:
Cooperation Exhibition Dedicated to the 10" Anniversary of the Belt and Road Initiative» opened
in the Forbidden City palace complex, also known as Gugong, in Beijing, the capital of China (Fig.
4).

The exhibition displayed 23 valuable items from the collection of the State Historical and
Cultural Museum-Reserve «Esik» of the Ministry of Culture and Information of the Republic of
Kazakhstan. These included original ceramic vessels dating to the V—IV centuries BC (the Saka
period), found near the Golden Man, as well as artefacts discovered during joint Kazakhstan-China
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archaeological excavations. Alongside the Kazakh items, the exhibition presented more than 80
items from China, Uzbekistan, and the United Arab Emirates.

In September 2023, an exhibition entitled «The Rakhat Site: Results of Archaeological
Research in 2017-2022» was organized in the temporary exhibition hall of the «Esik» Museum-
Reserve. The exhibition offered visitors a chance to see the finds recovered from the territory of the
Rakhat site from the mid-twentieth century to the present day, as well as artefacts discovered
through archaeological research. These materials reflect the life, worldview, rituals, and history of
the communities that created diverse cultures from the Stone Age to the late medieval period. The
exhibition also included osteological materials, drawings and photographs of burial complexes, and
a collection of joint scholarly articles.

In 2023-2024, the PRC television channel Shaanxi TV News produced a documentary film
titled «The Golden Man of the Silk Road: «Issyk» — In Search of the Saka Horde» as part of the
Chang’an — «Esik» China-Kazakhstan Joint Archaeological New Achievements Project. The film is
dedicated to the joint archaeological expedition conducted at the Archaeological complex Rakhat. It
engagingly presents the progress of joint archaeological research by the scholars of the two
countries. Viewers can learn about the Saka-Wusun culture of Zhetysu, the structure of Saka-
Wusun mounds, the pristine nature and archaeological monuments of Zhetysu, its historical and
cultural heritage, and the state of its research. The premiere of the 50-minute documentary took
place on 31 December 2024 on Shaanxi TV News in the PRC. The film was translated into Kazakh
and shown on the newly established Qonaev Media TV channel of Almaty Region.

Fig 5. The Opening Ceremony of the Collaborative Research Center for Archaeology of
the Silk Roads (CRCASR). Photo by W. Yingying.

On 25 April 2023, the General Assembly of the Alliance for Cultural Heritage in Asia was
held in Xi’an, PRC. As part of the event, the Collaborative Research Center for Archaeology of the
Silk Roads (CRCASR) was officially opened with Northwest University (PRC) designated as its
executive institution. The CRCASR was established on China’s initiative in cooperation with the
five countries of Central Asia (Fig. 5). It operates as an open international platform aimed at
developing archaeological research, protecting cultural heritage, promoting cultural exchange, and
training specialists. Professor Zhao Rong was elected Director of the CRCASR.
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On 14 October 2024, the first branch of the CRCASR in Central Asia was opened in
Kazakhstan, specifically at the «Esik» Museum-Reserve [Qazagstan Respublikasy Madeniiet zhane
aqgparat ministrligi, 2025].

The branch operates within the framework of international cooperation and works to study,
preserve, and promote archaeological and historical-cultural heritage monuments along the Silk
Road. G. Mukhtarova was appointed the Kazakh representative of the center, while Ding Yan was
appointed as the Chinese representative.
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Fig 6. Opening Ceremony of the Branch of the Collaborative Research Center for Archaeology of
the Silk Roads (CRCASR) at the State Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve «Esik», 2024.
«Esik» museum-reserve’s archive photo.

The joint Kazakh-Chinese research work will continue. Research plans for the coming years
have been approved. These also include the museification of Mound Ne 8 in the «Esik» burial
ground, the creation of an exhibition for the new building of the State Historical and Cultural
Museum-Reserve «Esik» called «lIssyk Visit-Centre» under construction, and the development of
the Archaeological Map of Almaty Region.

The Kazakhstan-China joint archaeological research conducted at the Archaeological
complex Rakhat has demonstrated an effective model of interdisciplinary and transnational
scientific cooperation in contemporary archaeology. Research under the Belt and Road Initiative
has made it possible to consider archaeological heritage not merely as an individual monument, but
as a component of a broader historical and cultural space. In this respect, the Archaeological
complex Rakhat is an important scientific object for studying the social structure, settlement
system, burial traditions, and cultural continuity of ancient societies in the Zhetysu region. The
archaeological materials identified within the territory of the complex reveal the continuous cultural
development of the region from the Bronze Age to the medieval period and provide a basis for
rethinking the processes of urbanization and the interaction between nomadic and sedentary cultures
in Zhetysu.
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Conclusion. The results of stratigraphic, typological, and comparative analyses of
archaeological data make it possible to demonstrate the special place of the Rakhat complex within
the system of regional historical processes. At the same time, the conservation, restoration,
digitization, and museification work carried out within the framework of international scientific
cooperation has paved the way for the introduction of modern theoretical and practical principles of
archaeological heritage preservation. This, in turn, strengthens the scientific paradigm of cultural
heritage research and preservation and allows issues of historical and cultural integration in Central
Asia to be considered at a new methodological level. Future comprehensive and interdisciplinary
study of the Archaeological complex Rakhat will contribute to a deeper understanding of cultural
links between Eurasian civilizations, of historical communications along the Silk Road, and of the
historical and cultural dynamics of the Zhetysu region.
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