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POLITICAL TRAJECTORY OF FORMATION
OF ALIKHAN BUKEIKHANOV
B.T. Kuppayeva
Kazakh National Agrarian Research University (Kazakhstan)

Abstract. The most fundamental thing in the political heritage of A. Bukeikhanov is the
idea of national-state self-determination; it was put forward by him and his associates, who devoted
all their efforts to its implementation, proclaiming the state «Alash-Orda» in December 1917. The
life, socio-political, as well as scientific activities of Alikhan Bukeikhanov — all this served the
greatness of Kazakhstan. He embodied the moral and political choice of the people, which, largely
thanks to him, was embodied in the normal, without political battles and bloody showdowns, path
of development of the state of Kazakhstan. It is necessary to emphasize the extremely positive
contribution of the Kazakh leader, which he made to the formation of independent statehood at the
first most difficult stage of our new history.

The article, based on broad scientific and historical material, reveals both the biography
and socio-political activities of a prominent public and government figure, scientist, talented
publicist, as well as the leader and organizer of the national democratic party «Alash», head of the
first Kazakh national government «Alashorda» - A. Bukekhanova. The activities of the Alash
party, as is known, formed the fundamental basis for the state development of the Kazakh steppe,
anticipating the future of independent Kazakhstan.

Materials and research methods. The first publications on the history of the national
liberation movement of the Kazakh people, in particular the Alash movement, including a
documentary collection. A set of documents collected by A.P. Bochagov in 1927 on the political
order of the Kazakh Regional Committee of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, N.
Martynenko, the collection «Alash-Orday (1929) the history of Alash and Alash-Orda in the works
of E. Fedorov, P. Galuzo. The publication in 1935 of the work of S. Brainin and Sh. Shafiro
«Essays on the History of the Alash-Orda», which testified to the complete approval of the class
method of covering the history of the national liberation movement in the region. Scientific works
by K. Nurpeisov, M. Kul-Muhammed, M. Koigeldiev, T. Omarbekov, V. Grigoriev, T. Kakishev,
S. Akkulyuly, A. Sarmurzin, which covered various aspects of the history of Alash.

Monographs by D.A. Amanzholova «Kazakh autonomism and Russia: History of the Alash
movement» (M., 1994), K.N. Nurpeisov «Alash hom Alashorda» (Almaty, 1995), M. Koigeldiev
«Alash kozgalysy» (Almaty, 1995), a collection of documents and materials «Alash Movement»
(A., 2004, 2005), which marked new approaches to history of the national liberation movement,
determining the role and place of the Kazakh intelligentsia at turning points in the development of
society.
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OJINXAH BOKEMNXAHOBTBIH CASICU TPAEKTOPUSACBIHBIH KAJIBIIITACYBI
b.T. Kynnaesa
Kazak ynTThIK arpapisik 3epTrey yHuBepcuteTi (Kasakcran)

Anparna. O. bekeiiXaHOBTBIH CasiCl MYpPAchIHJAFbl €H 1prejici — YITTBIK-MEMIICKETTIK
©31H-031 Oujey HUAesChbl, OHBI JKy3€re acblpyFa 0ap KYLI-KIFepiH >KymMcaraH OJl ’KOHE OHBIH



xongactapel 1917 kputbl skenToKcaHna «Amnamr-Opaa» MEeMIIEKETiH Kapusiaaabl. OJIUXaH
bekelixaHOBTHIH 6Mipi, KOFaMJBIK-CasiCH, COHai-aK FhUIBIMU LIBIFAPMAaIIbLIBIFBl — OCBIHBIH 09p1
KazakcTaHHBIH YIBUIBIFBIHA KbI3MET €TTi. OJ XalbIKTBIH MOPANIBIBIK JKOHE CasCH TaHIAybIH
OcitHeneni, OHBIH apkachlHIa Ka3zakcTaH MEMJICKETIHIH JlaMy »JKOJIBI HETI3iHAe casicu
IIaKacTapChl3 JKOHE KAHTOricCi3 Kesnecyiepre okemmi. Kazak KemOacHIbICHIHBIH JKaHa
TapUXBIMBI3JIBIH AJIFAIIKbl €H KYpAeNl KE3CHIHJE TOyeJICi3 MEMJICKCTTUIIKTIH KaJIbINTacyblHa
KOCKaH €pEeH YJIeCiH epeKIIe aTar 6TKEH JKOH.

KeH rpulbIMU-Tapuxu MaTepuaiFa Heri3/1ereH Makanaaa O. bexeiixaHos - emipOasiHbI 1a,
KOFaMJIBIK-CasiC KBI3METIHIH JI€ Ma3MyHBI alllbUIaJbl, KOPHEKTI KOFaM JKOHE MEMIICKET
KalpaTkepi, FajbIM, JapbIHABI MYOJIUIMCT, COHAAM-aK «AJamn YITTHIK-AEMOKPATHSIIBIK
NapTUSACHIHBIH JKETEKIIiCI opi YHBIMIACTHIPYIIBICH PETiHIE, TYHFBIII Ka3aK YITTHIK YKiMeTi
«AJTammop1aHbIHy aTFAIIKbl 0AaCIIBICHL. AJIalll MAPTUSACHIHBIH KbI3METI1, OCNTiai OonFaHaai, Ka3ak
JTaNTaChIHBIH MEMJICKETTIK JaMYBIHBIH 1prefii HeTi31H Kypaibl, Toyenci3 KasakcranHbiH OoJamarbH
OoJKaraH.

3epTTey MaTepuanaapbl MeH JicTepi. Ka3ak XanKeIHBIH YJIT-a3aTTHIK KO3FAIBICHIHBIH,
aTan aiTKaHaa AJjail KO3FalbIChIHBIH TApUXbIHA apHAIFAH aJIFalllKbl OachlIbIMIAp, OHBIH 1IIH/IE
nepekti xuHaK. 1927 xbuiel A.Il. bouaroBTeiH BykilogakThIK KOMMYHHCTIK maptuschl Kaszak
OJIKeIIiK KOMUTETIHIH CasiCH TallChIPBICHI OOMBIHIIIA KUHAIIFaH KyXXaTTap KeuieHi, H.MapTeiHeHKoO,
«Anan-Opaa» xuHarbl (1929) E. @enopos, 11. ['any3o meirapmanapbiaaarel Ajnaii xoHe Ajali-
Opna tapuxsl. 1935 xbuiel C. bpaithun men IL.IMadguponsin «Anam Oppa TapuXbIHBIH
OUEPKTEPI» aTThl EHOCTIHIH JKaphIK KOPYi OJKEACT] YIT-a3aTThIK KO3FAJIBIC TAPUXBIHAA TANTHIK
omicTiH OonFaHIbIFBI TONBIK KamThuIFaH. K. Hypneitico, M. Kyii-Myxammen, M. Koiirenaues, T.
Owmap6exoB, B. I'puropses, T. Kakumes, C. Akkynbiyisl, A. CapMyp3uHHIH FRUIBIMU €HOEKTEPI
Anani TapuXbIHBIH 9p KbIPbIH KAMTH/IBI.

J.A. AwmamxonoBanblH «Ka3ak aBTOHOMHSICHI >koHe Peceii: Auam KO3FaJbICBIHBIH
tapuxsl» (M., 1994), K.H. HypneiiicoBtin «Anam hom Anamopaa» (Anmate, 1995), M.
KoiirennueBTin «Amnam ke3rainbicb» (Anmatel, 1995) atThl MOHOTpadusIapbIiHaa KoHE «Aal
Ko3raJbichl» (A., 2004, 2005) KyxaTTap MEH MaTepuaiiap *KHUHaFbl, KOFaM 1aMybIHbIH O0eTOyphIC
Ke3CHJIepIHIeT] Ka3aK 3HUsUTbLIAPBIHBIH POJIi MEH OPHBIH aWKBIHIANUTBIH YIIT-a3aTTHIK KO3FAJIBIC
TapHUXbIHA )KaHa Ke3KapacTapabl KaIbIITaCThIP/IbI.

Tipek ce3aep: Kazak 3UIIBUIAPHI, Ka3aK KeceMIEpl, KOINmesi Mmapyambuibik, A.O.
[Mepbuna skcneaunmsicel, [yma, «BwiOopr makbipybl», «Kazak» raseri, HaHTYPKUCTEp MeEH
Oateicibuiap, «llonmsipHast 3Be3/Ma» MACOH JIOXKAchl, «OOTEHIEPAl KYMBULABIPY», «AJar
napTuscel, Y da Katajaorsl.

Cinrteme :xacay ymin: b.T. Kynmaea. ©Onmxan bBekeiixaHOBTBIH  casicu
TpaeKTOpuschIHBIH KanbmTacysl // MUSEUM.KZ. 2024. Ne2 (6). 34-43 66. DOI
10.59103/muzkz.2024.06.05

HOJMUTUYECKASA TPAEKTOPUSA CTAHOBJIEHUSA
AJINXAHA BYKEMXAHOBA
b.T. Kynnaesa
Kasaxckuit HalMOHAIBHBIN arpapHbIid UCCeI0BaTeabCKUi yHuBepcuTeT (Kasaxcran)

AnHoTanus. CamMoe NMPUHIMNHAIBHOE B MOJUTHYECKOM Hacienuu A. bykelixaHoBa —
ujes HalMOHAIBHO-TOCYAapCTBEHHOTO CaMOOIpEAeNeHUsl, OHA ObUTa BBIHOIIEHA MM U €ro
COpaTHUKaMH, KOTOPBIE OT/IAJTH BCE CHJIBI HA €€ TIPETBOPEHHE, TPOBO3TIIAcHB B iekabpe 1917 rona
rocynapctBo «Amnam-Opaa». JKu3Hb, OOIIECTBEHHO-TIOJUTHYECKAsA, a TaKXkKe HaydHas
nesTeNbHOCTh AnuxaHa bykelixanoBa — Bce 310 ciyxwio Bennuuio Kazaxcrana. OH BOIUIOTHI
TOT HPAaBCTBEHHBI W TONUTHUYECKHA BBIOOp Hapoja, KOTOPBIH BO MHOTOM Oriaromaps emy
BOIUIOTWICS B HOPMaJdbHOM, 0€3 MOJMTHYECKUX OWTB M KPOBABBIX pa3O0pOK, MyTH Pa3BUTHUS



rocynapctBa Kazaxcran. HeoOXoaumo MOAYEPKHYTh HCKIIOUUTEIHHO TO3UTHUBHBIA BKJIAJ
Ka3aXxCKOI'o JIWJepa, KOTOPbId OH BHEC B CTAHOBJEHUE HE3aBHCHMOW T'OCYJApCTBEHHOCTH Ha
IIEPBOM CaMOM CJIOKHOM 3Talle Hallleld HOBOM UCTOPUHU.

B crarbe Ha HIMPOKOM HAy4YHOM M MCTOPUYECKOM MaTepualie pacKphiTa, Kak ouorpadus,
TaK ¥ 00IIECTBEHHO-TIOJIMTUYECKAS ICATEIIbHOCTh BUIHOTO OOIIECTBEHHOTO U TOCYAAPCTBEHHOTO
JesiTelisd, Y4eHOr o, TATAaHTIMBOrO MyOIHMIIMCTa, a TAKXKE JIUJEpa U OpraHu3aTopa HalUOHAIBHO-
JEMOKPAaTUYECKON MapTUH «AJIall», IJ1aBbl IEPBOTO Ka3aXCKOr0 HAIlMOHAJIBHOIO IIPABUTEILCTBA
«Amamopnaa» — A. bykeiixanosa. /[eaTenpHOCTh ApTHH «AJIal», Kak H3BECTHO, chopMupoBaia
(byHIaMEHTATBHYIO OCHOBY TOCYJapCTBEHHOTO O0YCTPOICTBA Ka3aXCKOW CTEINH, MPEABOCXUTHB
Oynyiee HezaBucumoro Kazaxcrana.

Marepuanbl U1 MeTOAbI MccaeAoBaHus. [lepBble H3AaHUSA IO UCTOPUU HAIIMOHAIBHO-
OCBOOOIUTENBHOTO JIBIKEHUS Ka3aXCKOro HapoJia, B YaCTHOCTH, JBUKEHUS AJalll, B TOM YHCIIe
JTIOKyMEHTaIbHBIN cOopHUK. Kommuieke nokymeHnToB, coOpanubix A.Il. bouaroseim B 1927 roay
no monutuyeckomy 3aka3y Kaskpaiikoma BKII(6), H. Mapteinenko, coopauk «Amam-Opaa»
(1929) ucropust Anamia u Anan-Opapl B padorax E. @enopora, I1. [Nany3zo. [Tyonukanus B 1935
r. padorsl C. bpaitnuna u II. Hlapupo «Ouepku mo wucropuu Anam-Opab», KOTOpas
CBUJICTEJILCTBOBAJIA O IIOJIHOM YTBEPKIEHUU KJIACCOBOTO METOJIa OCBEIICHUS HCTOPUU
HAI[MOHAJILHO- 0CBOOOIUTENHHOTO NBHXKEHHS B Kpae. Hayunbie pabotsl K. Hypneucosa, M. Kyii-
Myxammena, M. Koiirenauesa, T. OmapOekoBa, B. I'puropseBa, T. Kakumiesa, C. AKKy-JIbIyJbl,
A. CapMmyp3uHa, B KOTOPBIX OCBEIIAJIUCH PA3JIMYHBIE ACIIEKThl UCTOPUU Aualla.

Momnorpadpuu JI.A. AmanxonoBoii «Ka3axckuit aBToHOMH3M U Poccusi: Uctopust nBuxke-
Hus Anamr»y (M., 1994), K.H. HyprneucoBa «Amam hom Amamopma» (Ammater, 1995), M.
KofirenaueBa «Amam Ko3faibichl» (Asmatel, 1995), cOOpHHK JOKYMEHTOB W MaTepUaIOB
«/IBrxenune Amnam» (A., 2004, 2005), koTOpble 3HAMEHOBAIM COOOW HOBbIE MOJAXOAbI K UCTOPUU
HAI[MOHAJIbHO-OCBOOOIUTENBHOTO  JBM)KCHUSA, OIpEAeNeHue pold M MecTa Ka3axXxCKoi
MHTEJTUTCHLIMU Ha MEePEIIOMHBIX 3Tarax pa3BUTHs OOIIECTBA.

KurroueBble ci10Ba: Kazaxckasi MHTEJUIMTEHIMA, Ka3aXCKUE JIMJAEPbl, KOUeBas 3JKOHOMHUKA,
sxcneaunust A.@. [lepounsl, yma, «Beidoprekuii mpussiBy, razera «Kaszax», NaHTIOPKUCTHI U
3amagHuKU, MacoHckas Jnoxka «[lomspHas 3Be3gay, MOOMIM3ALUA «HMHOCTPAHIEB», MApTUA
«Anamny, kaTayor Y Qbl.

Jia nutupoBanus: b.T. Kynnaesa. [loautnyeckas TpaeKTOpHsi CTAHOBJIEHUS AJMXaHa
byketixanosa // MUSEUM.KZ. 2024. Ne2 (6). C. 34-43. DOI 10.59103/muzkz.2024.06.05

Introduction. If you look closely at the history of the twentieth century, you can see that
the Kazakh intelligentsia gave birth to many outstanding figures and political leaders already in
the first third of the century. At the beginning of the twentieth century, the development of the
Kazakh national idea was undertaken by the intellectual elite, who put forward the idea of national
consolidation. Its representatives came from various strata of society, primarily from the traditional
steppe aristocracy. The first political leaders, leaders of the national liberation movement were
Alikhan Bukeikhanov (scientist-economist, member of the Central Committee of the
Constitutional Democratic Party of Russia, deputy of the 1st and 2nd State Dumas, founder of the
first national political party «Alash», head of the national state «Alash-Orda») , Akhmet
Baitursynov (poet, translator, linguist, editor of the newspaper «Kazakh») Myrzhakyp Dulatov,
Zhakyp Akpayev, Mustafa Chokay, Mukhamedzhan Tynyshpayev, Khalel and Jansha
Dosmukhamedov and others — most of them are graduates of higher educational institutions of St.
Petersburg, Moscow, Warsaw, Omsk, Orenburg.

They considered one of the main tasks of their activity not only to preserve the national
identity of the Kazakh people, but also to recreate the historical past and cultivate national feelings.
Kazakh leaders sought to express national interests and overcome the division of Kazakh society
along tribal lines, which, in their opinion, was necessary for the establishment of national unity.
Alikhan Bukeikhanov can rightfully be called the first in a series of political leaders of Kazakhstan
at the beginning of the twentieth century.



Discussion. Alikhan Bukeikhanov was born in 1870 in the Karkaraly district of the
Tokraun volost. The family of Alikhan Bukeikhanov belonged to the Kazakh aristocracy «ak-
suek» and had its roots in the descendants of Genghis Khan up to the 23rd generation. Until the
age of eight, Alikhan grew up and was brought up in his father’s village, which was located 135
versts from Karkaralinsk. When he was 8 years old, he was enrolled in the Russian-Kazakh school,
which was opened in 1845 by the father of Abay Kunanbaev. Then Alikhan entered the Karkaraly
Agricultural School, which opened in 1872. His successes at school were so significant that
General Kolpakovsky himself applied for the candidacy of Alikhan Bukeikhanov to the Omsk
Technical School. In this educational institution the foundation was laid for his future development
as a scientist and publicist.

After graduating from college, Bukeikhanov decided to continue his education at the St.
Petersburg Imperial Forestry Institute. Director of OTU N.E. Dobrokhotov appeals to the
Karkaraly district chief with a request to grant Sultan Alikhan Nurmukhamedov a scholarship in
the amount of 200 rubles in view of his very excellent successes and impeccable behavior. While
a student at the Forestry Institute, Alikhan Bukeikhanov took an active part in rallies and political
meetings, during which his political worldview was formed. Alikhan Bukeikhanov was concerned
about the plight of the Kazakh people, who had been subordinate to the Russian Empire for the
last two centuries, who had not yet freed themselves from the old tribal, feudal relations, and who
were suffering the hardships of civil strife. He was well aware that for the liberation of the people
it was necessary, first of all, enlightenment, education, and the rise of general culture.

After graduating from the St. Petersburg Forestry Engineering Institute in 1894,
Bukeikhanov not only received political training, but also became a serious research scientist.
From 1898 to 1899 Bukeikhanov, together with M. Chumbalov, I. Gusev, D. Satybaldin,
conducted an applied study of his native Karkaraly district, the main goal of which was to identify
the existing economic potential of the district and analyze its socio-economic condition.

In 1903, the 18th volume of the collection was published in St. Petersburg under the general
title «Russia. A complete geographical description of our region». In this volume, dedicated to
Kazakhstan, one of the authors was Bukeikhanov, who wrote the section «Distribution of the
population of the Kyrgyz (i.e., Kazakh) region by territory, its ethnographic composition, life and
culturex. In this section, he gave a general description of the culture of the Kazakh people, drawing
on materials from «folk literature», focusing in particular on the analysis of the poem «Kozy-
Korpesh and Bayan». It is noteworthy that he specifically singles out Abai, highly appreciating
him as a «representative of a new trend» in Kazakh poetry. Bukeikhanov later tried to introduce
Abai to the Russian reader, and this is not accidental, since the generation of Kazakh intellectuals
of the early 20th century, who advocated state self-determination of the Kazakh people, strongly
emphasized their ideological kinship with Abai, sought to widely master the cultural heritage of
the past as a stimulus for awakening and development of national self-awareness.

Alikhan Bukeikhanov, in his works at the beginning of the 20th century, gave a scientific
forecast that irresponsible plowing of untouched virgin lands for centuries and predatory use would
ultimately lead to their infertility and dust storms. The scientist’s warnings that the Kazakhs,
deprived of pastures for livestock, could become refugees forced to leave their native lands were
justified in the same way. Bukeikhanov was convinced that nomadic farming, which knows how
to make maximum use of environmental conditions for raising livestock, is by no means a
backward form of farming, but, on the contrary, a completely rational farming. One of
Bukeikhanov’s fundamental scientific works is «Sheep Breeding in the Steppe Regiony» (1904).
This unique study is devoted to the main branch of the nomadic economy of the Kazakhs - sheep
breeding. The work represents a large-scale, fundamental study and is a true encyclopedia of
Kazakh sheep breeding [Nurgaliev, 1995].

In 1904, Alikhan Bukeikhanov took part in the «Expedition to study the steppe regions in
the statistics of economic relationsy», which was led by A.F. Shcherbina, who prepared materials
for the widespread resettlement of Russian peasants to the lands of the Kazakhs. The expedition



worked in Pavlodar, Karkaraly, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Semipalatinsk districts of the Semipalatinsk
and Omsk districts of the Akmola regions of the Steppe Territory. He comprehensively examines
its economic and economic structure, conducts a census of the population and its economy, and
studies the culture, life and traditions of the people. Bukeikhanov also systematized the collected
materials and compiled characteristics of the Kazakh economy, developed norms for Kazakh land
ownership and land use. The research he carried out as part of the expedition testifies to a deep
knowledge of the economic relations of his native land, is distinguished by objectivity and critical
analysis of the very complex processes of the Kazakh nomadic and semi-nomadic economy
[Akuly-uly S., 1993].

1905 became an important stage in the political trajectory of Alikhan Bukeikhanov’s
emergence as one of the major political figures. Russian Revolution 1905-19707 had an impact on
the growth of the national movement in the Kazakh steppe. On July 25, 1905, at the Koyanda fair
near the city of Karkaraly, a Kazakh congress was held, convened on the initiative of the Alash
leaders. At the congress, a petition was adopted to the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
Russia, which set out the following demands: granting freedom of conscience, organizing
education of the population in their native language, abandoning the resettlement policy, adopting
a special legislative act on the ownership of the land fund by the indigenous population, securing
the right to conduct civil and judicial record keeping in the Kazakh language, reducing the number
of officials of the colonial apparatus, abandoning the practice of appointing governors general
from the center, providing a quota in the supreme bodies of power for deputies from the colonial
outskirts. 14,500 people signed the petition. The petition, compiled by the joint efforts of
Bukeikhanov, Dulatov, Akpaev, Baitursynov, marked the beginning of the formation of the
organization of the constitutional democratic party. At the end of 1905, on the initiative of the
authors of the «Karkaraly Petition» a congress of authorized representatives of five regions of the
Kazakh region was convened and held in Uralsk.

The first official recognition of his role as the leader of the national liberation movement
was that in 1905 the Kazakh people elected him as their representative at the Congress of Zemstvo
and City Leaders of Russia, which was held in November 1905 in Moscow. The congress brought
together representatives of all nations and peoples living within the borders of the Russian Empire.
Such important issues as the equality of all nations and peoples, equal voting rights, and freedom
to use their native language were discussed. Alikhan Bukeikhanov also made a report at the
congress, where he stated that «I am a representative of the 4 million Kyrgyz people, occupying a
vast territory from the Urals to Altai, from the Siberian Railway line to Omsk...». At the end of his
report, he said the following: «The immediate need of the Kyrgyz people is freedom to use their
native language, especially necessary in view of the upcoming election campaign, and I join the
proposal of those comrades who asked the congress to speak out for the immediate abolition of all
restrictions on the rights of local languages».

The next year, in 1906, Bukeikhanov represented his people in the most representative
assembly of Russia - the first State Duma, as a deputy elected from the Kazakh population of the
Semipalatinsk region. This election was proof of the authority and respect that Bukeikhanov had
in the Steppe region. The deputyship marked the beginning of a new stage in the political activity
of Alikhan Bukeikhanov. For the first time, he had the opportunity to express his political views
at the national level. In the first State Duma, a Muslim faction of the People's Freedom Party was
formed, one of the leaders of which was Alikhan Bukeikhanov. His speeches in the State Duma
were related to changes in resettlement policy, the land issue, the creation of social infrastructure
in the steppe, and increasing the educational and cultural level of the Kazakh population. In the
program of the constitutional democratic party formed in Uralsk, there was a point introduced by
Alikhan Bukeikhanov, who called on the State Duma to pass laws according to which all Kazakh
lands were declared the property of the indigenous population. Bukeikhanov also had a negative
attitude towards the policy of settlement that the tsarist government pursued in the steppe among
the Kazakh population. Alikhan Bukeikhanov pointed out the discriminatory nature of this policy,



when Kazakhs could settle together with Russians only if the latter were numerically superior. An
active protest from Bukeikhanov was caused by the law adopted by the Duma, according to which
Russian settlers and Kazakh nomads received identical plots of 15 dessiatines. Bukeikhanov
convincingly argued in his articles «Kazakhs on the lands of the Cabinet» (newspaper «Kazakhy,
1913, No. 10), «Reply letter» (newspaper «Kazakhy, 1913, No. 28, 29, 36) that in arid, In the
waterless clay lands it is impossible to grow anything or graze livestock; as a result, like the
Bashkirs, you will have to either sell this plot of land or rent it out, and, in the end, be left with
nothing [Nurgaliev, 1995].

In 1907, the State Duma was dissolved. Twenty of its deputies illegally gathered in the
Finnish city of Vyborg to protest the tsar’s decree dissolving the Duma. Here the famous «Vyborg
Appeal» appeared, signed by 180 deputies out of 200. Alikhan Bukeikhanov also signed the
«appealy, for which he was prosecuted and received three months in prison. A. Bukeikhanov spoke
out against the political arbitrariness of the autocracy and called on the population to passive
resistance in the form of non-payment of taxes, refusal of military service, etc. He was deprived
of the right to participate in new elections as a candidate. Subsequently, according to the law of
June 3, 1909, the entire Kazakh people lost the right to elect their representatives to the State
Duma. Bukeikhanov sharply condemned this law in the articles «The Third Duma and the
Kazakhs», «The Duma and the Kazakhs», where he accused the tsarist government of doing
everything behind the back of the Kazakh people and to the detriment of their interests.

Having become «unelectable», Alikhan Bukeikhanov devoted himself to journalism and
science. Bukeikhanov is a publicist who wrote equally brilliantly in Kazakh and Russian. The
publicist's talent was clearly demonstrated in a series of articles entitled «Sailau» («Elections»)
(newspaper «Kazakhy, 1913, No. 12, 14, 15, 17), in which the psychology of the nomadic people
was deeply analyzed and characteristics of various social groups were given. The differences are
shown between elections in Europe and Russia, which are based on compliance with the law, the
struggle between different parties, and elections among the Kazakhs, where everything is built on
bribery and speculation. The true goal of elections can only be achieved through a fair and just
election campaign. According to the «New Encyclopedic Dictionary» of F. Brockhaus and I.
Efron, A. Bukeikhanov during this period edited such newspapers as «Irtysh», «Omichy», which
were later closed by the local governor-general for «freethinking». Understanding the enormous
role of the press in raising the consciousness and culture of the people, Alikhan Bukeikhanov
makes incredible efforts to organize the publication of newspapers in the Kazakh language. As a
result of his efforts, the first issue of the Kazakh newspaper was published in February 1913. Under
the editorship of Akhmet Baitursynov, the newspaper managed to unite the advanced Kazakh
intelligentsia, writers and poets. The main goal of the newspaper was the cultural rise of the
Kazakh people, the development of their national language and literature. The newspaper
«Kazakhy» was the undivided ruler of the thoughts of the Kazakh people for five years. It made a
significant contribution to the awakening of the national self-awareness of the Kazakh people,
raised pressing issues of the time, promoted the ideas of enlightenment, and became the printed
organ of the movement and the future Alash party. The newspaper survived the February and
October revolutions and was closed by the Bolsheviks in March 1918 [Kazakhstan at the beginning
of the twentieth century, 1994]. Under the pseudonym «Kyr Balasy» («Son of the Steppes»,
«Stepnyak») he published articles «Duma Parties», «Duma and Kazakhsy, «August Bebel» in the
newspaper «Kazakhy.

At this time, Bukeikhanov thought a lot about the role of the Kazakh intelligentsia. In the
article «Kirghiz», published in the collection «Forms of the National Movement in Modern
States», he divided the intelligentsia into two groups: pan-Turkists and Westerners. Bukeikhanov
wrote that in the near future, two political parties will probably be organized in the steppe,
corresponding to two political directions. One of them can be called national-religious, and its
ideal is the religious unity of Kazakhs with other Muslims. Another, Westernizing direction, sees
the future of the Kyrgyz steppe in the conscious implementation of Western culture. The first will



probably take the Muslim Tatar parties as a model, and the second will take the opposition
Russians, in particular the People's Freedom Party. The second direction included representatives
of the advanced Kazakh intelligentsia, Bukeikhanov, Baitursynov, Dulatov and others, who
advocated the formation of a national language, literature, culture, the protection of lands from
colonization, and the protection of Islam, which was a significant obstacle to Russia’s colossal
policy.

The active political activity of Alikhan Bukeikhanov became noticeable not only among
the Kazakh intelligentsia, but also in political circles in Russia. In 1915, he was accepted into the
provincial committee of the Constitutional Democratic Party, and in October of the same year,
Bukeikhanov was elected to the Central Body of the party as one of the prominent leaders of the
Samara group of cadets. In 1911 and 1915 Three significant meetings take place between the future
head of the Provisional Government, Kerensky and Bukeikhanov. According to S. Akkulyuly,
these meetings were determined by the fact that Kerensky and Bukeikhanov belonged to the same
Masonic lodge «Polar Star», which included many members of the cadet party. Masonic lodges of
that time represented typical political clubs in which they gathered for political interests. This was
a form of political communication, and sometimes powerful political influence on state power.
According to A.Kh. Kasymzhanov, Alikhan Bukeikhanov wanted to use Freemasonry for his own
political purposes, which included Kazakhstan gaining autonomy within Russia, including its own
parliament, self-government, the presence of its own legislation and other attributes of independent
statehood [Kasimzhanov, 1995]. But Bukeikhanov’s hopes were not destined to come true. He did
not find support from the cadets and masons on issues of Kazakh self-government.

Bukeikhanov did not find understanding in Kazakhstan in 1916, when he approved the
royal decree on the mobilization of Kazakhs for rear work. The leaders of «Alash» in a number of
issues of the newspaper «Kazakhy actively discussed the problem of conscripting Kazakhs for
military service, and the majority was inclined to believe that it was possible to form cavalry units
from the Kazakhs, similar to the Cossack troops. In April 1916, in Karkaralinsk, during the fair,
an emergency congress was to be held to discuss issues related to the conscription of the Kazakh
population into the army. However, the congress did not take place due to the decree signed by
Nicholas 11 of June 25, 1916 «On attracting the male foreign population of the empire for work on
the construction of defensive structures and military communications in the area of the active army,
as well as for any other work necessary for state defense.

Having announced the mobilization of «foreigners» for rear work, the government decided
to take advantage of cheap labor, simultaneously freeing Russian workers and peasants who could
join the active army. On the other hand, the authorities were afraid to give weapons and military
knowledge to the Kazakhs, Uzbeks, Turkmens, Kyrgyz and other peoples, who in the future could
turn them against Russia. During this dramatic period for the Kazakhs, Alikhan Bukeikhanov
decided to protect the people from new cataclysms and preserve them. That is why he called on
the Kazakhs to carry out the king’s decree. Firstly, he sought to prevent an armed uprising of
practically unarmed Kazakhs against the regular Russian army. Secondly, in the event of a
victorious outcome of the war for Russia, he hoped to ease the fate of the Kazakhs and create
national autonomy. Carrying out the tactics of a reasonable compromise with the empire,
highlighting the idea of the survival of the people, the leader of Alash proposed postponing the
conscription for rear work and carrying it out after appropriate preparation. The government was
forced to retreat tactically. Mobilization in Kazakhstan and Central Asia was postponed until mid-
September. Moreover, Bukeikhanov went to the headquarters of the Western Front, where he
created a «native departmenty, the main purpose of which was to take care of all representatives
of the eastern peoples called up for rear work.

The February Revolution of 1917 found him in Minsk, where he was at the district
headquarters. Bukeikhanov enthusiastically greeted the news of the February Revolution. «For the
peoples of Russia», the head of the foreign department of the Zemgorsoyuz Bukeikhanov
telegraphed from Minsk, the sun of Brotherhood, Equality and Freedom has risen. To support the



new Government, Kazakhs need to unite. To strengthen the new order, it is necessary to strengthen
fraternal ties with other peoples. We must prepare for the elections to the Constituent Assembly.
Fight for unity and justice» [Kazakh, 1914]. For Bukeikhanov, the February Revolution was a
hope to embody the ideas of political liberalism and gain more rights for the population of
Kazakhstan, including the right to autonomy. He believed that the result of this revolution should
be a democratic republic, where the main source of power should be the people. Therefore,
Bukeikhanov actively supported the idea of convening a Constituent Assembly, which could
become the first step to parliamentarism, as well as the creation of a Provisional Government.

On March 20, 1917, the Provisional Government abolished all restrictions on the rights of
Russian citizens based on belonging to a particular religion, creed or nationality. On April 7, 1917,
a government decree was published on the formation of the Turkestan Committee consisting of
N.N. Shchepkina, A. Bukeikhanova, M. Tynyshpayeva, A.A. Davletshina and others (Turkestan
Committee - a body appointed by the Provisional Government to manage the territory of the former
Turkestan Governor-General). The leaders of Alash-Orda were at different times appointed by the
Provisional Government to the posts of Turgai regional commissar (A. Bukeikhanov), Zhetysu
regional commissar (M. Tynyshpayev). For the first time, the governing bodies of Kazakhstan
included representatives of the Kazakh intellectual elite, whose political views were aligned with
the Socialist-Revolutionary-Kadet bloc. Thus, the leading position of the Alash movement in the
political life of the region was recognized.

According to Akula-ula, the appointment of Bukeikhanov as commissar of the Provisional
Government was a decision of the Supreme Council of the Russian Masonic organization. But
soon serious differences emerged between Bukeikhanov and the cadets. In July 1917,
Bukeikhanov expressed his disagreement with the cadet program on land and religious issues, as
well as on problems of state building. His departure from the party was associated with three points
of disagreement with the Cadets. Bukeikhanov was against the point that private property was
introduced to land. The leader of Alash considered it unacceptable for the Kazakhs. On the
religious issue, he adhered to the position of the Bolsheviks, believing that religion should be
separated from the state. But Bukeikhanov’s most important disagreement with the cadets arose
over Kazakh autonomy, which the Provisional Government did not intend to provide. In his article
«Why did | leave the Cadet Party?» Bukeikhanov explained his action in detail.

Analyzing the current political situation, Bukeikhanov comes to the conclusion that the
best way to defend the interests of the Kazakh population will be a party that unites true patriots
of Kazakhstan. That is why, on the initiative of Alikhan Bukeikhanov, the first political party in
the history of Kazakhstan, «Alashy», was created, which saw its main goal as achieving Kazakh
autonomy. In July 1917, at the All-Kazakh Congress in Orenburg, the Alash party was formed and
its executive committee was elected. Representatives of 6 regions took part in its work - Akmola,
Semipalatinsk, Turgai, Ural, Semirechensk, Fergana, Bukeevskaya hordes.

Later, a draft party program was developed, consisting of 10 sections. The main goal of the
party was the creation of Kazakh autonomy within the Russian Federal Democratic Republic [N.
Martynenko, 1992: 88]. Many of the provisions put forward by Bukeikhanov remain relevant
today. It was not a nationalist party, but a patriotic organization that aimed at the gradual
transformation of Kazakh society and its adaptation to modern conditions. The conditions of that
time did not allow the creation of a sovereign independent Kazakhstan, as a result of which the
program included a provision for a federal, democratic Russia, consisting of independently
governed autonomies. «The government is headed by the Constituent Assembly, in between - the
president, elected by the Constituent Assembly and the State Duma for a certain period. The
President governs through the Council of Ministers, responsible both to the Constituent Assembly
and the State Dumay [Brainin S., Shafiro Sh., 1935: 140]. The democratic principle is consolidated
in the exercise of the right of choice by all citizens without distinction of origin, religion and
gender. The authors of the program, among whom Bukeikhanov played a leading role, emphasized
the need to establish the secular foundations of the state. «Religion must be separated from the



state, everyone must be free and equal. «Considering that Islam penetrated Kazakhstan from the
outside, the party leaders considered it necessary to create their own spiritual administration in
Kazakhstan — «The Kyrgyz should have a separate mufti». In Article 5, concerning legal
proceedings, the question of language is interesting. Kazakh democrats considered it necessary to
point out that «in areas with a mixed population, interrogation and court decisions should take
place in the language of those who constitute the majority in the area. All peoples have equal rights
before the courty». The social orientation of the program is determined by the fact that «Taxes
should be collected according to the degree of wealth and property status in general - the rich pay
more, the poor less», «Labor legislation should be in favor of workersy. Enshrining in the program
free education and education in primary school in their native language, the Alash Horde raised
the question that Kazakhs «should have their own secondary and higher educational institutions,
including up to the university» [Brainin S., Shafiro Sh., 1935: 142].

Considering that in previous years there was a massive seizure of land from the Kazakh
population, the program sets the task of a fair solution to the issue, first of all, the return of land to
the indigenous population.

Bukeikhanov, as one of the authors of the project, guaranteed extraterritorial cultural
autonomy, minority rights and proportional representation in the institutions of the Alash
autonomy to representatives of other nations living among the Kazakhs.

The national program made it possible to consolidate all the peoples and nationalities living
in the region at that time. The Kazakh people received a real opportunity to achieve the main goal
- the restoration of national statehood.

The leaders of the Alash party greeted the October Revolution with ambiguity.
Bukeikhanov openly wrote about his rejection of the policies of the Bolsheviks led by Lenin, who,
in his opinion, seized power through an armed coup and then led millions of people into a bloody
civil war. In Orenburg, from December 5 to 13, 1917, the second All-Kazakh Congress was held,
at which the intention was announced to form the territorial-national autonomy «Alashy as part of
the Bukey Horde, the Ural, Turgai, Akmola, Semipalatinsk, Semirechensk, Syr-Darya regions,
Kazakh districts of Fergana, Samarkand, Amu-Darya, Trans-Caspian regions and Kazakh volosts
of Altai province. The congress, without discussion, adopted the program of the Alash party and
formed its Central Committee headed by A. Bukeikhanov. The main result of the 1l All-Kazakh
Congress was the creation of a «emporary people’s council» consisting of 25 people, 10 seats in
which were reserved for representatives of non-indigenous nationalities. The Council was ordered
to «immediately take into its own hands all executive power over the Kazakh population». In a
special clause, the congress decided that «Everyone who lives among the Cossack-Kyrgyz is
guaranteed the right of a minority. In all institutions of Alash autonomy, representatives of all
nations must be represented proportionally».

The executive power of the Alash autonomy, represented by the Alash-Orda, which was
tasked with convening the constituent assembly of the autonomy, was accountable to the
legislative institution.

On the question of the time of declaring autonomy for Alash, the opinions of the
participants were divided. The group led by Zh. and Kh. Dosmukhamedov advocated the
immediate declaration of autonomy, while A. Bukeikhanov, M. Dulatov, A. Baitursynov were
against it, arguing that the issue should remain open until «the attitude of the non-Kyrgyz
population of the steppe regions ... to autonomyy. In addition, in their opinion, the right to declare
autonomy belonged to the Alash constituent assembly. Three of those who voted on this issue,
including M. Chokaev, abstained from voting. Subsequently, such disagreement resulted in the
emergence of the Western and Eastern «Alash-Orda», headed by Zh. Dosmukhamedov and A.
Bukeikhanov, respectively.

In 1918, the Alash-Orda government established contacts with the Siberian Autonomy,
which arose as a result of the overthrow of Soviet power in Siberia. He was prompted to take this
step by the futility of all attempts by Alash-Orda to enter into negotiations with the government of
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the RSFSR. It is known that during 1918, A. Bukeikhanov, the head of the Eastern branch of the
Alash-Orda, and Kh. Zh. Dosmukhamedov, the leaders of the Western branch of the Government
of the Alash Autonomy, sought a compromise solution to controversial issues through mutual
recognition of the autonomy of Alash and the Soviet authorities. But apart from the promises of
the Alash-Orda delegation led by the Dosmukhamedov brothers, who visited Moscow in March
1918, an amnesty for the leaders of the Alash party and the Alash-Orda government, the national
democrats in the person of A. Bukeikhanov achieved nothing.

On November 4, 1918, the Ufa Directory («Provisional All-Russian Governmenty), created
in September 1918, dissolved the Alash-Orda government, which was the reason that the leaders
of the Alash party made the difficult decision to join the Bolsheviks. Only Alikhan Bukeikhanov
refused to serve the Bolsheviks. For these unbending principles, Bukeikhanov was exiled to
Moscow, where he worked as an expert on the East. In 1937, on the standard «enemy of the
peoplex» charge of that time, Alikhan Bukeikhanov was shot.

Conclusion. The most fundamental thing in the political heritage of A. Bukeikhanov is the
idea of national-state self-determination; it was put forward by him and his associates, who devoted
all their efforts to its implementation, proclaiming the state «Alash-Orda» in December 1917.
«Everything | doy, said de Gaulle, «serves the greatness of France». Projecting onto Kazakhstan,
we can say: everything that Alikhan Bukeikhanov did served the greatness of Kazakhstan. He
embodied the moral and political choice of the people, which, largely thanks to him, was embodied
in the normal, without political battles and bloody showdowns, path of development of the state
of Kazakhstan. It is necessary to emphasize the extremely positive contribution of the Kazakh
leader, which he made to the formation of independent statehood at the first most difficult stage of
our new history.
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