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Abstract. Thousands of Kazakhstanis, convicted for political crimes under the Soviet
Union, served their sentences in Karlag, Steplag, ALGIR, and other structures of the Gulag.
Victims of political persecution, along with their families who were unjustly accused, participated
in the development of industry and agriculture in the forced labor camps located in the central part
of Kazakhstan. However, to thoroughly analyze the impact of persecution during this period on
the broader population, we consider it essential to investigate the socio-demographic
characteristics of those who endured persecution.

The chronological scope of the history of punishment for victims of political repression in
Kazakhstan spans a 40-year period from 1918 to 1958, with particular emphasis from the late
1920s to the mid-1950s. During these years, the system of forced labor camps was officially
established and operationalized in the USSR, serving as the primary vehicle for implementing the
Soviet state's punitive policies. This encompassed all territories and peoples of the Soviet Union,
as GULAG facilities were situated in every region and republic. A comprehensive review of
historical data about this extended research period on such a complex historical issue, including
comprehensive studies covering various regions of the country and the locations of forced labor
camp construction, facilitates the resolution of contentious aspects of the problem, gathering
diverse perspectives, exchanging opinions, and establishing the truth on the matter.

Materials and Methods of Research. Scientific endeavors heavily rely on established
methods of historical research, specifically historical-systemic approaches, informational
integrity, objectivity, accuracy, and historicity. Hence, the methodological foundation of this
research integrates interdisciplinary methodologies from history, pedagogy, sociology, and
geography. Throughout the article, we adhered to principles of historiography, maintaining logical
coherence and employing methods for gathering, sorting, systematizing, and analyzing studies by
historians concerning the camp system.
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KA3AKCTAH AYMAT'BIHJIAT'BI KEHECTIK EHBEKIIEH TY3EY JIAI'EPBJIEPI
T.A. bexbaesa
AbGaii atpiHarbl Ka3ak YATTBIK MeJarorukaiblK YHUBEPCUTET]
(Kazakcran)

Angarna. Kenec OnarpIHbIH casicd KbUIMBICHI OOMBIHIIA *a3aFa TapThUIFAH MbIHIaFaH
Kazakctanapikrap «Kapmary, «Cremmar»y, «AJDKUP» sxone «'YJIAI'»-TeiH Oacka 1a
KYpbUIBIMAApbIHA ©3 *a3anapblH eTell. KazakTaHHBIH OpTayibIK O6iriHAe OpHaJacThIPbUIFaH
eHOEKIIeH TY3eTy JlarepiiepiHe »a3bIKChI3 Kajla >KaObUIbIN TOFBUIFAH CasiCM KYFBIH-CYPTiH
KypOaHJapbl MEH OJIap]IbIH 0TOAChUIAPhI, TYBICTAPHI €JIJIIH OHEPKACII TIEH aybLl IapyallblIbIFbIH
JTAMBITYFa aT calbICThl. Anaiifa, OyJ1 Ke3eHJeri KyFbIH-CYPriH XaJlbIKThIH KaJIbIH OyKapacbhlHa
KAHIIAIBIKTBl 9Cep eTKEHMAINH JyphiC Tajjay YUIH, KYFbIH-CYpPTiHT€ YIIbIparaHAapIbIH
QNIEyMETTIK-/1eMOrpaUsIIBbIK €peKIIeNIKTEPIH 3epTTey KaXeT Jell, OMIaiMbI3.

Kazakcranna casicu KyFbIH-CYPriH KypOaHAaphIH jkKa3ajlay TapUXbIHBIH XPOHOJIOTHSIIBIK
KeJIeMi Jlarephb JKyheciHiH emip cypyiHid 1918 xbuinan 1958 xxpurra aeiinri 40 KbUIIBIK KE3€HIH



KaMTUIbl. JlereHMeH, Ka3aKCTaHAbIK 3epTTeyIiIep IiH Heri3ri Hazapsl 1920 xKpuiiapablH asFblHAH
1950 >xpu1mapapIH OpTachiHA ACHIHTI Ke3eHre ayaapbliaabl. Jom ockl xbuiaapsl KCPO-m1a Kenec
MEMJICKETIHIH JKa3ajiay CasicaTblH JXY3€re achIpyJblH HETI3ri apHachblHa alHaIFaH MOXOypii
E€HOEKIIeH TYy3ey Jarepiepi *yheci pecMu Typae KaJbIITAChIll, JXYMBIC icTeni. Ic xy3inae Oy
Kenec OnarbIHbIH OapibIK ayMarbl MEH XaJbIKTApbiH KaMTubl, eiTkeHi ['YJIAD 6emimmenepi
KCPO-nbIH op aiiMarbIHa KoHE O0apibIK OJAKTHIK pecryonukanapaa 6onapl. OckiHIAM Kypaei
TapUXW MOCEJICHI 3ePTTEY/iH Y3aK Ke3CHIHE KaThICThl TAPUXHU JEPEKTEPMEH KAH-KAKTHI TAHBICY,
OHBIH 1IIIHJE eTIMI3IIH KONTEreH alMaKTaphl, COHBIH IIIHAE €HOCKIEH TY3eTy JarepiepiHiH
CaQJIBIHFaH >KepJIepiHe KATHICTHI YKAJIIMbUIaMa 3ePTTEYJIEP/IiH Maiiia 00Iybl TaKBIPBINITHIH JAYIIbI
aCMeKTUIepiH IIelIyre, 9pTYpil Ke3KapacTap[bl >KMHAKTayFa, MIKIp aaMacyfa, IBIHABIKTHI
aHBIKTAayFa MYMKiH/IK Oepei.

3epTTey MaTepuajaapbl MeH JaicTepi. FbpuTbIMM JKyMBICTap HETI3IHEH TapuXu
3epTTeyliH Oenriii omicTepiHe, aTam aWTKaHAa TapUXU-KYHENiK, aKnapaTThIK, OObEKTUBTLIIK,
HAKTBUIBIK, TapUXUJIBbIKKA Toyenai. COHABIKTAH, 3€pPTTEYAIH METOJOJOTUSIIBIK HEri3iH Tapux,
Mearoruka, dJeyMeTTaHy, reorpadus FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH callaapajiblK OiC-TICUIIEpl Kypaubl.
Makanansl a3y OapbIChIH/Ia TAPUXIIBUIBIK MPHUHIII, JOTHKAJIBIK YHIECIMIUIIK XKoHE Jiarepiep
JKy#eci Typaibl TapUXIIbl FAIBIMIAPABIH 3EPTTEYNICPiH KHUHAKTAY, CYPBINTAY, XYHeley >KoHe
Tanuay 9icTepi OacCIIbUIBIKKA aTbIHIbI.

Tipex ce3aep: ['YJIAT, Kapnar. Cremar. AJDKUP, teppop, KCPO, cranuumik pexnm,
OI'TIY, HKB/I.

Cinreme :kacay ymin: T.A. BexOaea. Kazakcran aymarblHIarbl KEHECTIK €HOEKIICH
ty3ey aarepsbiepi / MUSEUM.KZ. 2024. Ne2 (6). 43-52 66. DOI 10.59103/muzkz.2024.06.06

COBETCKMUE TPYOBBIE JIATEPS B KASAXCTAHE
T.A. bexoaesa
Kaszaxckuil HallMOHaNBHBIN MeJarornyecKuii yHUBEpCUTET UMEHU Abast
(Kazaxcran)

AHHOTanus. ThICIUM Ka3axCTaHIEB, HAKa3aHHBIX 3a MOJUTHUYECKHE MPECTYILICHUS
Coserckoro Coro3a, orOpiBanin Hakazanue B «Kapmare», «Cremnare», «AJDKUPE» u apyrux
crpykrypax «['VJIAT'a». JKepTBbl MNOIUTHYECKUX TMPECICIOBAHUNM U HUX CEMbU, HEBUHHO
OKJIEBETAHHBIE POJCTBEHHUKH, MPUHSIIA YY4aCTUE B PA3BUTHUU MPOMBIIUIEHHOCTH U CEIHCKOTO
X0341CTBa B UCIIPABUTEIBHO-TPYIOBBIX JIarepsAX CTPaHbl, PACIIOI0KEHHBIX B IIEHTPAJIILHON YacTH
Kazaxcrana. OgHako, 411 TOro 4ToObl TOYHO ONPENENIHUTh, HACKOJIBKO IMPECIECIOBAHUS B ATOT
nepuoj, 3aTpOHYJIM  HaceJIeHHe, HeoOXOIUMO H3yYUTh COLHUAIbHO-JAeMorpaduueckue
XapaKTEPUCTUKU TEX, KTO MOJBEPTaIICS PEMPECCHUSIM.

XPpOHOJOTUYECKHE pPAaMKM HMCTOPUU HAaKa3aHWs JKEPTB MOJUTUYECKUX PENpeccuil B
Kazaxcrane oxBatbiBatoT 40-J1eTHUH EpUOJT CYIIECTBOBAaHNUS J1arepHoil cucteMsl ¢ 1918 mo 1958
rojbl. OTHAKO OCHOBHOE BHUMAHUE Ka3aXCTAaHCKUX MCCIIEI0OBATEIEH COCPEAOTOYEHO Ha IEPHOJIE
¢ xonma 1920-x no cepenunbl 1950-x rogoB. Umenno B e roasl B CCCP 6buia odurmanbpHO
co3MaHa W Havajla (YHKIMOHHUPOBATH CHUCTEMa HCIPABUTEIBHO-TPYIOBBIX Jarepei, Koropas
cTaja OCHOBHBIM HMHCTPYMEHTOM OCYIIECTBICHHS KapaTredbHOW TOMUTUKH COBETCKOTO
rocyJapcrna. JTa CUCTEMa OXBaThIBajla Bce TeppuTopun U Hapo sl CoBerckoro Coro3a, Tak Kak
noapazaenenus ['YJIAT'a 6b1mu pazmeniensl B kaxaoi oomactu CCCP u Bo Bcex pecnyOamkax
Coro3a. [lorpyxeHune B UCTOpUUYECKHE JTaHHbIE, CBA3aHHBIE C JIOJTUM MEPUOAOM HUCCIEIOBAHUS
ATOr0 CJOKHOTO HMCTOPUYECKOTO BOMIpOCa, BKJIKOYas OOIIME HCCIEeI0BaHUs, Kacaroluecs
MHOKECTBA PETHMOHOB CTpaHbl U MECT, IJI€ paclojiarajuch HUCIPABUTEIbHO-TPYIOBBIE Jlareps,
MO3BOJISIET PA3pPEIINTh CIOPHBIE ACMEKTHl MPOOJIEMBbI, COOpaTh pPa3IUYHBIC TOYKH 3PEHUS,
O0OMEHSTHCS MHEHUSIMU M YCTAHOBUTH UCTHHY 10 JAHHOU TEMe.



Marepuanbsl M MeTOAbl HccaeqoBaHusA. HayuHble wucciaegoBaHus CYIIECTBEHHO
ONMMPAIOTCA HA IIUPOKHM CHEKTP HM3BECTHBIX METOJ0B HMCTOPUYECKOTO aHaliM3a, TaKUX Kak
HUCTOPUKO-CHUCTEMHBIN TOIXOM, HCIOJIb30BaHUE HH(OpMAIMH, CTPEeMIICHUE K OOBEKTHBHOCTH,
TOYHOCTH M WCTOPUYHOCTH JAHHBIX. VIMEHHO MO3TOMY METOAOJOTMYECKYI0 OCHOBY JaHHOTO
MCCJIEI0BAHMS COCTABIISIOT MEXIUCIMIUIMHAPHBIE METO/IbI, BKJIFOYAIOITUE TIOJIXO0IbI U3 00JacTei
UCTOPUM, TNEAaroruku, comuojorun u reorpapuu. Ilpu HanwcaHuu cTatbu  Mbl
PYKOBOACTBOBAJIUCh  NPUHIUNAMU  HCTOpHOrpaduu,  CTPEMWIHCh K  JIOTUYECKOU
MOCIIEA0BATEIHLHOCTH M HCIONb30BAIM METOJbI cOOpa, aHalu3a, CUCTEMATHU3allMM U OICHKU
MCCJIEI0BAHUI YUEHBIX-UCTOPUKOB, KaCAIOIIMXCS CUCTEMBI Jlarepe.

Kuawuessbie caoBa: ['YJIAI, Kapnar. Cremiar. AJDKUP, teppop, CCCP, cranuHckuit
pexum, OI'TTY, HKB/I.

Has uurupoBanusi: T.A. bexbaeBa. CoBerckue TpymoBeie jnarepss B Kaszaxcrame //
MUSEUM.KZ. 2024. Ne2 (6). C. 43-52. DOI 10.59103/muzkz.2024.06.06

Introduction. 1930-1959 in a totalitarian political regime, the individual rights of citizens
were completely ignored and human rights and freedoms were violated. During the years of
Stalin's rule in the USSR, significant, historic reforms for the development of the country ended
in repressions for the Soviet people. Researchers about politically persecuted peoples and citizens
in forced labor camps rightly cite in their works the real reasons why the crimes of the Stalinist
regime formed the basis. When the enormity of these crimes was revealed, it became clear that
they could not have been committed without the active or passive participation of millions of
Soviet people, that is, it was impossible to draw a clear line of demarcation because the entire
country was under suspicion. Persecution under the Stalinist regime was not just a historical event.
It cannot be denied that the system of forced labor camps, which began to take shape in the USSR
in the late 1920s, over time turned into a powerful industrial complex that played an important role
in the economic and political life of the country. At one time, they were formed as a single socio-
economic system in conjunction with the multilateral, multidimensional Soviet state system.

Discussion. To date, the formation of the history of forced labor camps has been identified
by Russian historians as 476 camps that existed in different years on the territory of the USSR,
and the history of the geographical location of forced labor camps is the same, but from domestic
historiography it is clear that forced labor camps built on the territory of Kazakhstan have not been
fully scientifically studied. Almost each of the forced labor camps built in Kazakhstan had several
branches and departments, and their territory was also huge. In May 1930, the NCC of the USSR
adopted the Resolution «On the organization of Kazakh labor correctional camps», and
correctional camps operated under the communist regime and the entire Soviet system.

In the book by Ivanova G.M. written: The main administration of the labor camps built in
the Soviet Union is the «GULAG» and in its form it was a typical state-bureaucratic institution.
The author notes that these correctional camps were an important part of the Soviet penitentiary
system, and over the 30-year period (1930-1960s) of the work of this headquarters, its
departmental subordination and full name changed several times [lvanova, 2015].

The Gulag became the object of professional attention of Russian historians only in the
1980s - early 1990s, only after which researchers had access to the necessary archival materials
(there are still restrictions). And the study of victims of political repressions of 1930-1959 by
Kazakh historians began in 1989, that is, after the collapse of the USSR.

An open study of the Gulag system in a scientific sense was caused by Decree of the
President of the Russian Federation of June 23, 1992 Ne658 “On the removal from legislative and
other acts of restrictive signs that are the basis for mass persecution and violation of human rights”
[Rybakovsky, 2013]. It was impossible not to accept this timely decree. After this, it was ordered
to declassify all documents about the organization and activities of judicial and non-judicial
bodies, correctional labor institutions, and camps. The process of declassifying archival funds,
which began after the decree was issued, was accompanied by the active publication of new



documents, layers of previously unknown archival materials were introduced into scientific
circulation, and hundreds of memories of former Gulag prisoners became public knowledge.

“On the eve of the collapse of the USSR, Russian scientists removed a lot of real data and
figures from the once existing archives. They are inaccessible to us,” says L.L. Rybakovsky.
[Rybakovsky, 2013: 5]. In his book «Political Terror», the author compares many emerging
opinions with objective information about the events of the 30s, as well as the memories of those
who went through Stalin’s camps at the time or later, in the late 80s and early 90s. Book by
Rybakovsky L.L. is a study of the tragedy of the Soviet people of 1937-1938, a tragic event that
occurred in the context of unprecedented economic, cultural and social development of the
country. In it, the author tries, through sources, to present the true face of repression in order to get
to the bottom of the truth about these sad pages of our history. Unfortunately, the truth is always
one-sided. Therefore, we believe that researchers on this topic must continue to seek systematic
information about persecution, while at the same time fighting the desires of those who seek to
denigrate the times in which we or our parents lived.

The album about «Karlag» can be classified as research about the forced labor camps of
Kazakhstan [Zhumadilova, Baymurynov, Zhunisova, 2012]. The album contains information
about the biographies of innocent victims of the totalitarian system by grouping documents and
photographs stored in the archives of Kazakhstan and Russia. Its chronological framework covers
the period from 1931 to 1959, when Karlag worked.

The camp «KarlagOGPU» in Kazakhstan (1931) was originally called the camp «Giant»,
its administration was located in the village of Dolinka (1930). Its territory included 120 thousand
hectares of arable land, 41 thousand hectares of meadow lands, and the outskirts extended to the
Akmola region. In 1941 its territory reached 1,780,650 hectares. In 1931 it had 78 departments,
and in 1953 it was divided into 26 departments, 192 points, and they were partially divided into
arable, meadow, and pasture lands.

At that time, to develop various industries in the country, the labor of citizens imprisoned
in labor camps was used as free labor to build very large food centers. It is known that the ethnic
composition of the victims of political persecution who served their sentences in the camps was
different, the majority of them were Ukrainians, Belarusians and Russians resettled to Kazakhstan
in 1906-1910. N.F. Bugai: Focusing on the forced resettlement of 18 ethnic communities and 43
nationalities to the eastern regions of the country, mainly to Kazakhstan and the Central Asian
republics, in the pre-war years, during the Great Patriotic War and later, he argues that among the
politically persecuted there was a principle of sharing citizens by nationality [Bugai, 2020: 20].

The labor camps built in Kazakhstan were a state built within a state. This is due to the fact
that the management of these camps was subordinated only to the GULAG OGPU (NKVD), that
is, directly to the capital of the Soviet Union - Moscow. Prisoners of forced labor camps sewed
clothes according to their profession, worked overtime in heavy industries, and performed various
construction work on state farms and in local areas.

Among the tasks, such areas as strengthening the economic and spiritual potential of
society, strengthening the military power of the state, truly corresponded to the Law of the State -
the Constitution of the USSR defined at that time. Corrective labor camps in Kazakhstan were
grouped according to the punishment of prisoners. For example: “the Alzhir” camp is dedicated to
the wives and children of traitors to the Motherland, the “Spassk and “Balkhash” camps serve
prisoners of war, and “Particularly dangerous” prisoners are kept in the «Steplag» labor camp.

In general, although the directions were determined correctly and corresponded to the law
of the state, falsification was allowed, since the goal of the principle of the leader of the peoples I.
Stalin was to preserve and strengthen power. As a result, people who were victims of political
persecution lived in forced displacement.

The historical truth about Karlag can be read in the article by Saulebektegi A. «The Truth
of Karlag — Sadness and Suffering» [Saulebektegi, 2009]. In the village of Dolinka, which was the
administrative center of Karlag, prisoners were subjected to additional punishments, torture and



executions. Sentences of the Karaganda regional court, known as «Ushtik», were executed locally;
those sentenced to death were registered as «dead», and in most cases their personal files were
destroyed locally.

On this issue, when studying the history of the camps opened in the region of Kazakhstan,
you can read the work of Baymurynov Yu.M. and Zhunisov B.A. entitled “KARLAG OGPU from
Stolypin to the GULAG.” The research work examines the history of the creation of KarLAG and
its prisoners who served their sentences there, and their national composition, and also provides
detailed data on the social, political and economic status of the camp [Baymurynov et al., 2012].

Before the independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan, new factual materials on the
history of the camps were limited to a description of the number and composition of prisoners, the
organization of the camps, their location and economic role. The camp system in Kazakhstan was
seen as a problem of forced labor, and a number of trends in Soviet punitive policies were
identified. Most of the works were predominantly statistical and documentary publications. The
exact names of citizens subjected to political persecution became known only after 1992.

In 1997, serious work was carried out on the system of camps, including KarLAG, after
our country gained independence. This can be attributed to the study of D. A. Shaimukhanov and
S. D. Shaimukhanova «Karlag». Many works written about the forced labor camps built in
Kazakhstan group the data and give a general description. In the studies of D.A. Shaimukhanova
and S.D. Shaimukhanova, the authors revealed the contents of the camp system and analyzed it
from a scientific point of view, from the history of the creation of the camp to its closure
[Shaimukhanov, Shaimukhanova, 1997].

The works of the above-mentioned authors also write that the amount of land allocated for
the KarLAG camp and the need for labor to create a large food base for the coal and metallurgical
industries, located 350 km from the Akmola region and the Balkhash branch located 650 km from
camps. Karlag was closed on July 29, 1959, and today a memorial museum for victims of political
repression has been organized in the village of Dolinka.

Since 1931, prisoners from all over the Soviet Union gathered in the Karlag camp, their
number increased every year, and from December 19, 1931 it received the name “Karlag MGPU”.
During this period, any forced labor camp in Kazakhstan was directly subordinate to the Gulag.
The punished Germans, Russians, and Ukrainians were resettled to the Telmansky, Osakarovsky
and Nura districts of the Karaganda region. At this time, the seized cattle were transferred to the
Gigant state farm.

The Gulag was completely controlled by the OGPU of the USSR, the NKVD of the USSR,
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR and the Ministry of Justice of the USSR. The full
name of the Main Directorate changed depending on its structural divisions. For example, from
1934 to 1938 the Main Directorate was called the Main Directorate of Labor Settlements and
Places of Detention, and from 1939 to 1956 - the Main Directorate of Correctional Camps and
Colonies. In official records management, despite the current name, the abbreviation “GULAG”
was often used, which was used as an independent term with grammatical features of the masculine
gender.

Along with the Gulag, the NKVD - Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR was
subordinate to other main camp directorates, most of which were created in the 1940s on the basis
of the production directorates of the Gulag. There were specialized camp production departments,
such as the Main Directorate of Villages of Mining and Metallurgical Enterprises (GPGM), the
Main Directorate of Railway Construction Villages (GZSP), the Main Directorate of Forest
Villages (GLP), the Main Directorate of Yeniseistroy. They were subordinate to dozens of camp
units with hundreds of thousands of prisoners. Basically, the labor of citizens who were subjected
to political persecution was often used in the implementation of large economic projects of high
national importance of a military-industrial nature. The fulfillment of the planned tasks of all
production units of the camp depended on the Gulag. This dependence was explained by the fact
that the GULAG was the “main custodian” of the «labor fundy.



Rybakovsky L.L. writes: «From mid-1937, in Russia, and in all other parts of our then huge
Motherland, the Soviet Union, a period of many months of persecution by the ruling regime against
its own people began. There were many such bloody pages in the history of Russia before and
after the period under review. But these months cannot be compared with others in scale, coverage
of various spheres of social life, and the cruelty of repression» [Rybakovsky, 2013: 6].

The tasks of the NKVD-MVD of the USSR included the separation of prisoners of all
forced labor camps, providing the camps with labor in accordance with its functions, ensuring the
regime and safety of prisoners, providing the camps with food and clothing. These functions turned
the Gulag into the main link in the organizational structure of the penitentiary authorities, aimed
at exploiting the labor of convicts. In the forced labor camps of Kazakhstan, which were its main
structures, criminal proceedings were carried out aimed at using the labor of convicts.

Repressions against the politically persecuted in Kazakhstan were not limited to 1936-
1937; it continued even after I. Stalin left power. Although the events of the repressions of 1937-
1938 have been studied, the names of many citizens who served sentences in labor camps are still
unknown.

On August 15, 1937, Order No. 00486 of the NKVD of the USSR led to the opening of the
«ALGIR» labor correctional camp in Kazakhstan. It ordered the arrest of the wives of traitors and
spies along with their husbands, as well as the wives of those sentenced to death, imprisoned or
suspected of participating in espionage organizations. The instructions for registering family
members are not intended for family members in general, but specifically for women and children.
However, other categories of relatives of convicts did not escape punishment.

A study written about prisoners at the Alzhir forced labor camp in Kazakhstan provides
detailed information about the lives of women serving their sentences there. This work contains a
list and photographs of innocent victims from the founding of Algeria to its last period and covers
the entire history of ALGIR as a whole [Grinev et al., 2003]. Such collections today are an
accessible source of information for researchers. This is due to the fact that many materials,
especially from the early 1920s, are inaccessible to researchers due to the Personal Data Law,
adopted in connection with those repressed after the death of I. Stalin. The information in most
existing lists is very fragmentary; some lists are based on information about a specific group of
repressed people (for example, only those executed). Therefore, it should be remembered that there
1s no completely accessible open source code, except for the “Book of Memory” memorial
museum. Therefore, it is very important to combine published memories of local labor camps or
the memories of relatives of citizens who were tortured in labor camps.

The Algiran memorial and museum complex, designed by B. Zhunisbekov and L.
Abdirahmanova, contains historical memories preserved in the scientific funds of the museum that
have not previously been presented to the public. In addition, this collection of memoirs is
distinguished by information provided by witnesses who saw victims of political repression
[Zhunisbekov, Abdirahmanova, 2014]. However, when publishing such works or grouping
materials, determining general principles, first of all, the compilers of the “Books of Memories”
face a number of problems. There is no consensus on what information and documents relating to
which people should be included in the database, etc.

Each regional organization involved in the publication of “Books of Memory” contains a
different set of information. Today, many investigative cases are still stored in departmental
archives and are not available for research, and some prisoners are not acquitted or the case is
refused to be studied. In most cases, if several people are involved in a case, if the accused are
acquitted, it remains completely closed to their relatives and researchers. During the period under
review, there is also no confirmation of the declared number of repressed persons, which exceeds
the individual data for each region included in the forced labor camps. Sometimes in local history
materials the number of persecuted people is exaggerated without any documents. When creating
it, we must be careful about such artificiality.



Regarding this issue, E.M. Mishina writes: “Currently, the source containing mass
biographical information about the victims of terror is the “Books of Memory.” In many republics
and regions of the former Soviet Union, books are published dedicated to the memory of the
victims of political terror. The main content of these books consists of brief biographical
information about those executed , imprisoned, forcibly exiled and deported, mobilized into the
labor army. In his work, the author says that such books were published in small editions (from
100 to 1000 copies) and practically did not go on sale, and speaks of the need for its development
[Mishina, 2022].

In general, “Books of Memory” is a source with great information potential. The fact that
their information is collected together in the Memorial database greatly simplifies and structures
the work with this source. However, an analysis of the information in the «Books of Memory»
showed that not all of them can be used to compile a collective biography of those repressed in a
certain period. It is necessary to study the structure and methods of creating each specific book for
each individual region, and also compare it with published statistics on the number of victims of
repression who served their sentences in labor camps. Using the Books of Memory as an example,
we cannot explore vast areas of the mid-1930s. When analyzing repressions on the eve of political
terror, it is necessary to select the “Books of Memories” of only individual territorial units that are
part of the expanded regions.

The emergence of scientific research into the institutional and regional aspects of the
problem of the Kazakh camps is an achievement of modern domestic historiography. Among
which there is a study about the memorial-museum “ALGIR”. These include the research complex
of T. Zhanbosynov «Alash- ALGIR». The content of this study is devoted to the fate of victims of
political persecution and totalitarianism [Zhanbosynov, 2011]. Thanks to this work, the author
introduced into scientific circulation new data on the forced labor camps of Kazakhstan, obtained
from departmental and regional archives. Today in the village of Malinovka there is a monument
to prisoners of ALGIR No. 26. On the alley planted with their hands there are stands with names
and fragments of memories and an ALGIRAN museum has been created.

Spassk was one of these labor camps in Kazakhstan. Structurally, it was “special”, since
until 1917 large foreign companies were located here. Karlaga Karabas, Spassk, Peschanny,
Central, Kokozek and others. After 1945, these camps were filled with Korean citizens, the
prisoners were free laborers needed in heavy mines, brick factories, mechanical repair plants and
construction organizations. Spassk was part of Karlag until 1956.

The correctional labor camp, opened as part of Karlag, was located in the city of Steplag,
Zhezkazgan region. Since 1936, in the vicinity of Zhezkazgan, construction workers, formed from
prisoners of labor camps, worked at a metallurgical plant, a reservoir, deposits, thermal power
plants, and a manganese mine. In 1945, this labor camp was replenished with several thousand
German prisoners of war. N.F. Bugay in his article tries to answer the question: What is the
meaning of national identity? [Bugai, 2020: 19]. The author believes that politics during the war,
and then in general, was based on the principles of patriotism during an emergency war with the
aim of mobilizing the people to govern from one center, organizing the defense of the state,
maintaining its integrity, creating conditions for ensuring the security of the country and
implementing priority areas development of the group.

Until 1946, the Zhezkazgan camp was under the control of Karlag, created for especially
dangerous criminals, «enemies of the people», «traitors to the Motherland», and «counter-
revolutionariesy. If Karlag was built on the principle of a penal colony of Tsarist Russia, then
Steplag was built on the principle of German concentration camps. If the prisoners of Karlag were
mainly engaged in agriculture, then the prisoners of Steplag worked only in manufacturing
enterprises. In the Gulag system in Kazakhstan, the first uprising took place in this Steplag. In
1954, this uprising lasted more than a month, and the rebels were punished mercilessly. After the
death of I. Stalin, the Kengir uprising in Steplag became the basis for the closure of the correctional
camps of the special hard labor system of the Gulag system in Kazakhstan.



In a word, from the mid-1930s this period can be considered a period of violent
displacement of the Stalin era and attributed to this period. This was in 1935-1936. and until the
early 1950s. Then, as events developed, with the beginning of the Great Patriotic War, migrations
associated with crossing borders occupied a large territory. In the system of state bodies overseeing
this entire area, a kind of institutionalization has occurred (troikas, decisive punishments, special
commands, special assemblies, front and army headquarters, state defense committees, labor and
labor columns, battalions, etc.). As a result of various repressive measures from the center,
innocent people were forcibly resettled in Kazakhstan from the 1930s to the early 1950s.

L.L. Rybakovsky: «For me there is no question whether I like the Stalinist regime or not, |
lived under it, then I had my own worldview, now it is different. But the problem is not here, when
writing a book about the events of the past, even about the suffering of the people, you should still
stay away from emotions and try to be objective. This is not politics, this is not even art, this is
science. But there is no need to increase the number of repressions». «There is no need to
exaggerate in order to pass the judgment of history on those who created terror and those who
carried it out, often those who became its victims» [Rybakovsky, 2013: 6]. In the labor camps of
Kazakhstan, the rights of thousands of citizens were violated and their honor was insulted. When
studying the camp system scientifically, it is impossible to influence its presentation. The history
of the creation of the labor camp system in Kazakhstan cannot be considered separately from the
Gulag system of the USSR.

Conclusion. The construction of labor camps in Kazakhstan was very useful for the Soviet
Union, since the central regions of Russia were provided with the natural resources of the Kazakh
land, especially during the war years. Karlag, Steplag, ALGIR and others. The labor of citizens
serving sentences in labor camps was used free of charge in the construction of factories and in
the development of heavy mines and metallurgy. 1920-1960 The tasks set by the state related to
economic, military-industrial reforms were carried out by the free labor of citizens serving their
sentences in the camps. The correctional labor camps of Kazakhstan at that time experienced a
shortage of labor. In terms of territory, these camps covered very large areas, and for this reason
they were partially divided into land, meadows, and pasture lands. The forced use of labor by
Kazakh citizens serving sentences in labor camps for the development of various industries of the
country was an incorrect state policy aimed at punishing rather than protecting its people.
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