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Abstract. This discovery of a hoard of countermarked silver drachms of the Sasanian
emperor Peroz, 457-484 CE, in an excavated context at Kaynarbulak, Shimkent, Kazakstan opens
up a new perspective on coin circulation in the region. One of the coins was countermarked with
the tamga of the kingdom of the Tiirgesh, who ruled this area in the eight century CE, suggesting
that the coins were deposited in the eighth century three centuries after their production. It also
adds to our understanding of the circulation of Peroz’s coins and their imitations across Central
Asia and beyond into China and South Asia. The aim of this article is to list the coins in this hoard
and to correct several misunderstandings of the countermarks on them.

Materials and methods of the research. The coins of the silver treasure of the VIII
century, found near Shimkent during the inspection by archaeologists of the archaeological
monument in Kaynarbulak, were studied. The authors used common methods typical for
numismatic research: historicism, linguistic, comparison, metrological, topographic, etc.
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Shymkent, VIII century.
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KAVMHAPBYJIAKTAH (OHTYCTIK KA3BAKCTAH, IIBIMKEHT MAHBIH/IA)
TABBIJIFAH CACAHUATEPAIH MOHETAJIAP KOMBECI
. Kpuoo *, I1.H. ITempoe >
1 X560it neparorukansik yausepeuterti, Lumnzsxyan,
X765i1 npoBuHLUACH (KpiTait)
2 KP MemnekeTTik opranbik my3eiti (Kazakcran)

Angatna. KaitnapOynakrarsl (IlIpIMKeHT Kamacel MaHBIHIAFbl ©HIP) ECKEPTKIITe
apXeoNIOTUSIIBIK 3epTTey OapbhichiHaa Tadbburran Cacanua umnepatopsl [lepo3apiy 0.3. 457-484
AOK. KalTa IIeKiIreH KyMic Jpaxmanap KeMOeCiHiH albulybl, aiMakTaFbl MOHETa aifHaJIbIMbIHA
JKaHa Ke3KapacleH Kapay/ipl Tanan ereal. Monetanapabiy 6ipine Typrem karanateiga (0.3. VI
f.) THecUTl TaHOA COFbUIFaH, OyJl KOMOEHIH KaJlFaH MOHETaJlapbl JKacaJlFaHHaH KeWiH YILI FachIp
OTKEH COH J1a aifHaJIbIMIa OOJIFaH Jien 0oJpKaM kacayra MyMKiHiK Oepeni. Conpaii-ak, Oy [lepos
MOHETaJIapbIHBIH JKOHE OJIapMeH yKcac TypiepiH Opranblk A3usaa FaHa eMec, COHbIMEH KaTap
Kebitait men OHTycTiK A3susia ailHaJIBIMBIHAAFBl peJil Typasbl TYCIHITIMI3Ol KeHeHTenl.
MakanaHblH MakcaTbl — OChI KeMOeleri MOHeTaJapAbl 3epTTey >KOHE OJapAblH epeKIie
Oenruiepine OalIaHbICTBI KEHO1p TYCIHOCYIIUTIKTEP/1 KO¥O.

3eprTey Marepuagaapbl MeH daicrepi. 3eprrey HbicaHbl — IIIBIMKEHT KanachIHBIH
maHpIHaFb! VIII Faceipra sxataTein KaltHapOysiak apXeoaorHsuIbIK €CKePTKIIIIH apXe0I0r TapAbIH
3epTTey Ke3iHae TaObUIFaH KyMmic KemOezaeri MoHeTanap. ABTOpJIap HYMH3MaTHKAJIBIK
3epTTeyJiepre TOH JKAIIBI dICTEepi MaimaNiaHIbl: TAPUXWIBIK, JTUHTBUCTHKAIBIK, CAIBICTHIPY,
METPOJIOTHSIIBIK, TOTIOTpa(UAIIBIK XKoHE T.0.

Tipek ce31ep: MoHeTa, npaxma, kembe, Cacanunrep, dpranutrep, Typremrep, OHTYCTIK
Kazakcran, llIsimkenT, VIII Facsip.
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AnHoTtanus. Haxonka kiaga cepeOpsHBIX JpaxM cacaHuzackoro ummepaTtopa Ileposa,
457-484 1T. H.3. C HaJUEKaHAMH, B XOJI€ apXE0JIOTHYECKOr0 OCMOTpa namsiTHrKa B KaitHapOynake
(B Ommxkaiimeit okpyre r. IIIBIMKEHT), OTKpHIBAa€T HOBBIM B3IJIAJ HAa MOHETHOE OOpalleHHE B
peruone. Ha onHy u3 MoHeT Oblila HAaHECEHA Tamra, MPUHAJJICKABIIAs KaraHaty TIOpremiei, u
natupyemast VIl B.H.3., UTO MO3BOJSET MNPEANONOKHUTb, YTO OCTAIbHBIE MOHETHI Kjaja
HAXOJIUJIUCh B OOpAIIEHUH JakKe TPH CTOJICTHSI MOCJIE UX U3TOTOBJICHHUS. DTO TaKXKE pacIIupsieT
Hallle ToHUMaHue obparienust MoHeT llepo3a u ux umuTanuii He Toabko B LleHTpanbHON A3uw,
HO U 3a ee npenenamu, B Kurtae n KOxxnoi Aszuu. Llens 3Toi cTaTbil — H3y4UTh MOHETHI U3 3TOTO
KJIa/la ¥ UCIIPAaBUTh HEKOTOPBIE HEAOPA3yMEHHUS, CBA3aHHbBIE C UX OTIHMYUTEIbHBIMU 3HAKAMHU.

Martepuanbl M MeTOABI HCCJeq0BaHHUs. l3ydeHnto ObUTM TIOABEPTHYTHl MOHETHI
cepeopsiupie kimana VI Beka, HaiineHnwsie mopn r. IIIBIMKEHTOM MpuU OCMOTpE apxeosioraMu
apxeosnorudyeckoro namarHuka B KaitHapOymake. ABTOpbI HCIOJIB30BAIM OOIIME METOIBI,
XapakTepHbIe 11 HYMU3MaTHYECKUX UCCIIEOBAHUI: UCTOPU3M, JIMHTBUCTUUECKUN, CPAaBHEHUS,
METPOJIOTMUECKU, TOTorpaduiyecKuii u ap.

KuroueBblie ciioBa: MoHeTa, aApaxma, kinan, Cacanunbl, Idranutel, Tropremmu, FOxHbII
Kazaxcrana, IlIeimkent, VIII Bek.

Jass uutupoBanus: Kpu66 JI., Ilerpor II.H. Knag Cacanuiackux MoOHET u3
KaitnapOynaka (01u3 IleivkenTa, FOxubiii Kazaxcran) // MUSEUM.KZ. 2024. Ne3 (7), c. 5-19.
DOI 10.59103/muzkz.2024.07.01

Introduction. In 2016 a hoard of 49 silver drachms of the Sasanian emperor Peroz, 457—
484 CE, was discovered in a terracotta jug [Baitanaev, Petrov and Bragin, 2021: 114-117, 137, pl.
9, figs 3340, 3341]. In this study only 48 of the drachms were examined. This hoard is important
in various ways, as it shows official Sasanian coins current in the region, their longevity in local
use and the practice of countermarking in the region. The presence of such coins beyond Iran’s
eastern borders is well documented from various localities, with Peroz coins found in Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakstan, Pakistan, India, China and Russia [see for example Baratova,
Schindel and Rtveladze, 2012; Li, 2006; Khan and Hasan, 2017; Goldina and Nikitin 1997;
Musakaeva and Berdimuradov, 2017: 137-138; Zeymal, 1994: 252—-255]. The countermarking of
Peroz coins has also been documented in Central Asia, as well as the production of local imitations
of his various types [GObl, 1967]. The imitation coins have also been recorded with countermarks.
The reason why so many Peroz drachms were current in the region is to be found in the story of
this emperor’s activities in Afghanistan. For some time, he led successful campaigns into
Afghanistan in conflict with Huns. At first, he was successful, and in c. 4657 he captured Balkh
and the region of western Bactria from the Kidarite Huns, but subsequently he came into conflict
with the Hephthalite Huns, who in c. 476 defeated and captured him. He was ransomed by the
payment of 30 mule-loads (30 x c. 125k) of silver coins (c. 49), i.e. about 1,000,000 coins. In 484
Peroz again tried to defeat the Hephthalites and was again defeated and now lost his life and his
army was routed (Cribb and Bracey, at press). It can be assumed that he carried a treasury of coins



with him and that this was also captured. It can also be assumed that it was these coins from the
ransom and from his captured treasury that we now see abundantly from modern finds that were
current in Centra Asia.

The Kaynarbulak hoard and other related coins. Although many imitations of Peroz coins
were in circulation in Central Asia, the hoard from Kaynarbulak is of official Sasanian coins. Most
of the Peroz coins reported from Uzbekistan [Baratova et al. 2012: 102-128, Li] and China are
also all official coins. Among finds of Sasanian coins East of Iran the coins of Peroz are the largest
group, with his coins representing 48% of the Sasanian coins reported from Uzbekistan by
Baratova et al. [Baratova, 2012: 27], and they are also the most numerous in finds in China, apart
from a large hoard of late Sasanian coins from the early Islamic period found in Xinjiang [Li,
2006: 191]. The Kaynarbulak hoard contains coins from 15 Sasanian mints and one of an illegible
mint. When compared with the Peroz coins from Uzbekistan published by Baratova et al.
[Baratova, 2012: 29], the coins in this hoard show a similar distribution of mints, with the majority
of the coin issued in the western part of Sasanian territory, reflecting the concentration of Sasanian
coin production in the West and South-West in Peroz’s reign (Table 1). A similar distribution of
mints is also reported in the museum collections in Paris, Berlin and Vienna [Schindel, 2004;
Baratova et al. 2012: 29].

Comparing the mints of the Peroz coins in the Kaynarbulak hoard with those recorded

elsewhere
Table 1
Coins in Paris, Uzbekistan finds
Mints by region Berlin and Vienna (Baratova et al. Kaynarbulak hoard
(Schindel 2004) 2012)
% % %
Asturistan 14 10 10.5
Azerbaijan 6 9 2
Fars 22 21 19
Khuzistan 39 36 35.5
Kirman 8 7 17
Media 5 11 6
Meshan 1 1 -
Gurgan | 1 -
Khorasan 1 - -
BBA (court mint) 5 3 8
illegible - - 2

The coins of Peroz were issued with three main portrait types and in several phases. The
coins in this hoards all have the second and third portrait types on their obverses. A detailed
description of the varieties has been made by Schindel [Schindel, 2004: vol. 1, 390-399; vol. 2,
276-289]. In the list here a simplified version of Schindel’s classification has been used. The
second portrait type shows the king wearing a crenellated crown with a crescent replacing the front
crenellation, surmounted by a hair-ball seated in a crescent and with diadem ribbons rising from
the king’s right shoulder behind the king’s bust. The third portrait has the same crown but with
wings rising above it flanking the hair-ball on crescent, and the diadem ribbons rise from both
shoulders behind and in front of the king’s bust. The reverses of the coins have the usual Sasanian
fire altar flanked by attendants, but three varieties of Pahlavi inscription, with a reign year date,
the king’s name pylwcy or his royal title MLKA (often only the M is visible).



The images of the coins are placed in photo tables 1-4. The numbers of the coins in the
photo tables correspond to the numbers in Table 2.

List of the coins in the Kaynarbulak hoard, with details of the countermarks appearing on
them
[* = Baitanaev, Petrov and Bragin 2021: pl. 9, fig. 3341; ** = ibid. no 3340]

Table 2
Countermarks, numbered according to Gobl 16xcy967
< . &
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Eran-xwarrah-
! 22 | AY Sapiir, Khuzestan 1 1
Rév-Ardastr,
2 2-2 | LYW Khuzestan 1 1
Eran-xwarrah-
5% | AY x
3 25 Sapiir, Khuzestan 1 1
Eran-xwarrah-
4 26 | AY Sapiir Khuzestan 1 1 1
Weh-Andiok-
5 2-6 | WH | Sabuhr, 1
Khuzestan
6 27 | Ay Eran-xwarrah- 1
Sapiir, Khuzestan
Eran-xwarrah-
7 27 | AY Sapiir, Khuzestan 1 1
8 2-k | KL Kerman 1 1 1 1
Rev-Ardastr,
9 2-k | LYW Khuzestan 1 1
Véh-Andiok-
10 2k | WH Sapiir, Khuzestan 11
Eran-xwarrah-
1] 2m | AY Sapir, Khuzestan !
12 | 2-** | BBA | Court Mint 1 1
13 2-m | DA Darabgird, Fars 1
14 2-m | KL Kerman 1 1
15 2-m | KL Kerman 1 1
16 2-m | KL Kerman 1 1
17 2-m | KL Kerman 1 1
18 2-m | MA Media 1 1 1 1
19 29 | ART ArdaS$ir-xwarrah, 1 1 1
Fars
20 3k | ART Ardasir-xwarrah, 1 1
Fars
1 3k | ART Ardasir-xwarrah, 1 1 1
Fars
22 | 3k | as | Slesiphon, 1
Asoristan
23 | 3k |as | Slesiphon, 1|1 1
AsoOristan
24 | 3k |as | Ctesiphon, 1
Asoristan
25 3-k | AT Azerbaijan 1
Eran-xwarrah-
26 3k Ay Sapiir, Khuzestan 1 !
Eran-xwarrah-
27 3k Ay Sapiir, Khuzestan 1
Eran-xwarrah-
_ 2 |
28 3k | AY? Sapiir, Khuzestan 1




29 3-k | BBA | Court Mint 1 1

30 3-k | BBA | Court Mint 1 1

31| 3k | BN | Uneertaim gy 1
location, Kerman

32 3-k | KL Kerman 1 1 1
R&v -Ardasir,

33 3-k | LYW Khuzestan 1 1 1
Rév-Ardastr,

34 3.k | LYW Khuzestan 1 1

35 3-k | NY Névawand, Media | 1

36 3.k | ST Estakhr, Fars 1 1

37 3-k | Sy Shiraz, Fars 1 1

38 3-k | Sy Shiraz, Fars 1 1
Veh-Andiok-

39| 3k | WH Sapir, Khuzestan 1 1
Véh-Andiok-

40 3k | wH Sapiir, Khuzestan ! ! ! 1|1

41 | 3-m | as | Slesiphon, 1
Asoristan

42 3-m | BBA | Court Mint 1

43 3-m | DA Darabgird, Fars 1 1

44 3-m | DA Darabgird, Fars 1

45 3-m | KL Kerman 1 1

46 3-m | NY Nehavand, Media 1

47 | 32 |as | Slesiphon, 1 1 1
Asoristan

48 3-?2 |l illegible 1 1 1

total 38 |28(4|-|4|1]|-]6|1|5|3|1]-]-1]14]1

Coin types 2-2, 2-5, 2-6, 2-7 = bust type 2 with years 2, 5, 6 and 7

Coin types 2-k and 2-m = bust type 2 with either k= the king’s name or m = a Pahlavi letter
m

Coin types 3-k and 3-m = bust type 3 with either k= the king’s name or m = a Pahlavi letter
m

What distinguishes this hoard found in Kazakstan from most other finds of Peroz coins is
their heavily countermarked state. The countermarks are all on the edge of the obverse design,
never obliterating the original designs, which is clearly important for the continuing circulation of
the coins. The countermarks are mostly inscriptions in Sogdian script giving the titles of Turkish
rulers. Most of these countermarks are included in the listing of countermarks found on Hunnish
and Turkic coins which was published by Gobl [Gobl, 1967: 112—-202]. Countermark 79v was not
listed by Gobl, but is related to his countermark 79. Countermark 79v is also very unusual in that
it was struck onto the coin on an anvil which had a design, showing a male face turned to the right.
The list of the coins in this hoard shows which countermarks appeared on each coin (Table 2).

All the coins in the hoard have one of two countermarks (79v and 79) which include the
title Byy = lord. Eighteen examples are stamped with both. Countermark 79v precedes the word
meaning lord with another title x’x’n Byy = Lord Khagan, the highest title of Turkic rule.
Countermark 79 precedes the title lord with what appears to be a name dxcy Byy = Lord Dagcy
[Lurje, 2010: 185-186, no. 458]. Thirteen of the coins have been countermarked with the word
tkyn (countermark 82) another Turkish title Tegin, meaning a prince. Tegin is also used in personal
names [ibid: e.g. 115-116, no. 193]. On these coins there are five different punches used to
countermark this word onto the coins, and two coins have the word applied twice with different
punches. Another Turkish title trx’n = Tarkhan, a nobleman (countermark 88) has been
countermarked on four coins using two different punches. Five coins from the hoard have another
countermark (countermark 115) struck with two different punches. It is inscribed pySkwr a word
of unknown significance (ibid: 322, no. 990, who suggests it is either a place or a personal name
[ibid: 139, no. 283, also discusses a misreading of it as BySp’d by Baratova, 1999: 223]. This
assemblage of countermarks seems to be made under the same authority as those outside the hoard



as they often appear together. A few examples of coins with different countermarks and including
one of these have been seen and the shared countermark is the one inscribed tkyn (countermark
82), see for example a single piece in the Sazagana hoard of Peroz coins [found at a site 25 km
south west of Samarkand Musakaeva and Berdimuradov, 2018: 140 fig. 1)]. All the other
countermarked coins in this hoard (ibid: 140, figs 2-4, 141, figs 1-6) had a countermark inscribed
byy in Sogdian script [G6bl, 1967 countermark 80, his drawing is upside down and he read as
Bactrian script].

Examples of the Kaynarbulak hoard countermarks on Peroz drachms have been reported
from other finds. An example with two tkyn countermarks (countermark 82) was contained in a
hoard found at Sanjarshoh in Tajikistan (12 km east of Panjikent) [Gariboldi, 2017: 60, pl. 3, no.
30; Dovudi, 2018: 160, Fig. 51.3], and an example countermarked tkyn (countermark 82) and éxcy
byy (countermark 79) in a hoard found at Shashkat (38 km east of Penjikent) [Dovudi, 2018: 14,
160, Fig. 51.1]. Both hoards otherwise contained Bukharkhudat drachms. Similar countermarks
have also been found on later coin: pySkwr (countermark 115) on a drachm of Kawad among the
finds from Merv in Turkmenistan [Loginov-Nikitin, 1993, no. 97]. The Shashkat hoard can be
dated after 775 CE on the basis of its latest Bukharkhudat coin in the name of the caliph al-Mahdi
(775-785).

Two groups of coins with the same countermarks have also been observed. The first group
is from a hoard found at Babylon of Sasanian and Islamic coins, now in Berlin [Simon, 1977],
deposited after 819/820 (the date of the latest Abbasid coin in the hoard). The other is a group in
the Hermitage Museum, which because of their similarity appear to be a hoard parcel (this would
exclude the Hermitage coins with the Sogdian script countermark 80 Byy).

Countermarked Peroz coins in the Babylon Hoard, Berlin,
parcel deposited after 819/820

Table 3
Peroz Countermarks, numbered according to Gobl 1967
. Mint . Schindel
Coin K Mint 82-
type | Ma" 2004 |79y | 79 | s2-1 | 823 | o | 825 | 826 | 83 | 88-1 | 115b | il
a
3-k ? illegible 235, 3.31g 1 1
3-k AS (_Zte_3|p h_o n, 43, 3.39g 1 1
Asoristan
3-k DA Darabgird, 123,3.729 1 1
Fars
3-k KA Karzi, Fars 128, 3.44g 1
3-k KL Kerman 140, 3.63g 1 1 1 1
3-k KL Kerman 141, 3.63g 1 1
Nihawand
- ) ' 177, 3.63
3k NY Media 9
Nihawand,
3-k NY Media 199, 3.63g
3-k ST Estakhr, Fars 192, 3.569 1
3-k ST Estakhr, Fars 194, 3.499 1 1 1 1
Veh-Andiok-
3k | WH | Sapir, 222, 3.66g 2
Khuzestan
Eran-xwarrah-
3-m | AY | Sapir, 83, 4.029
Khuzestan
3-m ST Estakhr, Fars 182, 3.13g 1
13 1 7 1 3 1 1 2 1 1 1 1




Hoard 4 Countermarked Peroz coins in Hermitage Museum,

St Petersburg
Table 4
Peroz . ) Countermarks, numbered according
Coin r'::'e'lplt( Herz:)'tage Gisbl 1967 to Gobl 1967
type ' 79v | 79 82 88 115a 80
2k | Ay | Eran-xwarrah-Sapir, 10493 | 283b3 1
Khuzestan
2-m ART | ArdaSir-xwarrah, Fars 10.478 283.b5 1
2-m AS Ctesiphon, Asuristan 10.491 283.b4 1
Eran-xvarrah- Eran-
2-m AY | xwarrah-Sapiir, 10.492 283.b1 1
Khuzestan
2-m ST Estakhr, Fars 10.490 283.h6 1
3-k ? ? 10.588 283.c18 1
3-k ST Estakhr, Fars 10.587 283.c15 1
3k | wi | Veh-Andiok-Sapur, 10539 | 28314 1
Khuzestan
Eran-xwarrah-Sapir,
3-m AY Khuzestan 10.547 283.c17 1
3m KL Kerman 10.512 283.c16 1
1 2 2 1 4

The coins with countermark 80 fyy have the same mark as those of the Sazagan Hoard and are
therefore unrelated to the countermarks on the Kaynarbulak hoard.

Countermarked Peroz drachms related to the Kaynarbulak hoard (reported, based on
Gobl 1967, Zeno.ru, American Numismatic Society, British Museum, Zeymal 1994, and

auction sales)

Table 5
Countermarks, numbered according
to Gobl 1967
Peroz Mint
Coin mark Mint Source - o ~ 3
~ [0} ©
type Clo | NV|&|o|H é
Q
Eran-xwarrah- Bibliotheque Nationale Paris,
2-yr6 | AY < Thierry 1999: 349 no. 12; 2011: 6, 1 1 1
Saptr, Khuzestan Fig. 3
Eran-xwarrah- Bibliothéque Nationale Paris,
2-yr7 | AY | & Thierry 1999: 349 no. 11; 2011: 6 1 1
Sapiir, Khuzestan Fig. 2
2-k ? ANS 1951.181.1 1
2k | wH | yeh-Andiok ANS 1970.184.14 1
Sapir, Khuzestan
2m ° Sogdcoins.narod.ru Coins of 1
Central Asia u9
2-m | As | Gtesiphon, Mallon 283b 1 1
Asoristan
2-m | aw | Hormozd-Ardasit, | o joes 20 2011-11-18 lot 750 1|1
Khuzestan
2-m KL Kerman Gobl 1967: 283.b2 1 1
3-k ? Album 17 2013-09-19 lot 85 1 1
3-k ? cointalk 2017-12-22 1 2
3-k ? ANS 1997.74 1 1 1
Zeno 86936, Coins of Central Asia
- 2 ’
3k ) unl5 2012 1 1 ! !
3-k ? Gobl 1967: 283.¢9 1
Ctesiphon, Zeno 28789 Gorny and Mosch 130
Sk AS | Asoristan lot 1621 ! !




Ctesiphon,

Zeno 86937, ex Coins of Central

Sk AS | Asoristan Asia un10 2012

sk | As | Stesiphon, Zeno 216231 ex ebay
Asoristan

3k | As | tesiphon, Zeymal 1994: 254, fig. 4.4 1
Asoristan

3k | As | Stesiphon, Leu e15 2021-02-27 lot 1016 1
Asoristan

3.k AS Ctesiphon, Zeno 86934, ex Coins of Central 1
Asbristan Asia unl1l 2012

3-k AT Azerbaijan CNG e449 249 2019-04-03 1

3-k AT Azerbaijan Zeno 125489 1

3-k AT Azerbaijan Zeno 151335 1

. British Museum 1960,1104.1 (G6bl
n 2 )

3-k AT? | Azerbaijan 1067: 283.¢5) 1
Hormozd-Ardasir, | Zeno 216230, Album 17 2013-09-

Sk AW huzestan 19 lot 84 !

3k | Aw | Hormozd-Ardasit, | nyn 132014-05-15 ot 46 1
Khuzestan

3k | Ay | Eran-xwarrah- St James 20 2011-11-18 lot 750b 1
Sapiir, Khuzestan

3-k AY Eran-xwarrah- Copenhagen Museum (Gobl 1967: 1
Sapiir, Khuzestan | 283.c8)

3k AY I:Eran-xwarrah- Copenhagen Museum (Gébl 1967: 1
Saptir, Khuzestan 283.c7)
Eran-xwarrah-

3-k AY Sapir, Khuzestan Zeno 125612 1

3-k DA | Darabgird, Fars Vcoins

3-k DA | Darabgird, Fars GO6bl 1967: 283.¢3 1

3-k DA | Darabgird, Fars CNG m60 2002-05-22 lot 1081 1

_ British Museum 1920,0515.199
8-k | KL | Kerman (Gébl 1967: 283.¢13) 1
. British Museum OR.9668 (Gobl

3-k LD | Ray, Media 1967: 283.c2) 1

3-k LD | Ray, Media Zeymal 1994: 254, fig. 4.5 1

3-k MA | Media Mallon 283a 1

3-k NY | Névawand, Media | ANS 1958.99 1

_ . Sogdcoins.narod.ru Coins of

3-k NY | Neévawand, Media Central Asia uld 1

3-k ST Estakhr, Fars CNG e144 2006-07-26 lot 174

3-k ST Estakhr, Fars Zeno # 173012

3-k ST Estakhr, Fars Gobl 1967: 283.c12 1
Estakhr, Fars Zeno 199529, Heritage 58 2018-

3k ST 05-1 lot 7135 !

x . Zeno 203267, Vauctions Pegasi 38

3-k SY | Shiraz, Fars 2018-05-22 lot 300 1

3.k WH Yéh-Andiok- Zeno 208970, Album 32 2018-09-
Sapiir, Khuzestan 13 lot 164

3k | wH | yeh-Andiok CNG e144 2006-07-26 lot 172 1
Saptr, Khuzestan

3m | aw | Hormozd-Ardasit, | nooieum 2019-11-13 ot 1286
Khuzestan

3m | aw | Hormozd-Ardasit, | o 6144 2006-07-26 lot 173 1
Khuzestan

3m | AW Hormozd-Ardasir, Worthpoint 1
Khuzestan

3m | Ay | Eranxwarah- Gobl 1967: 283.c4
Saptr, Khuzestan

3m AY Eran-xwarrah- Myntauktion 17 2016-03-12 lot
Sapir, Khuzestan | 1069a

3-m GW | Gorgan \é\ﬂkes and Curtis 6 2015-06-15 lot 1

3-m LD Ray, Media Roma e61 2019-08-22 lot 458 2

3m | Ay | Eranxwarah- Album 39 2021-01-12 lot 2085 1

Sapiir, Khuzestan




Attribution to the Tiirgesh Khaganate. The hoards and the reported coins show a
consistent group of countermarks, all written in Sogdian and four of them (79v, 79, 82 and 88)
containing attested Turkic titles x’x’n Byy, oxcy Byy, tkyn and trx’n, and the other two (83 and
115), words of unknown significance, k’nk and pySkwr, perhaps personal names or places.
Although occasionally these countermarks appear on their own, they are normally in the company
of one of the others. The context of the hoard and of all the other reported specimens suggests that
these countermarks emanate from the same region and indicate that the coins were in circulation
together in a single currency zone. The presence on one of the coins of a tamga suggests that they
were circulating in the region dominated by the Tiirgesh (Tiirgis), a Turkic state, focussed on the
city of Suyab (modern Ak-Beshim) on the northern border of Kyrgyzstan, ruled by a Qaghan
achieving independence from the Western Turk state, ¢. 699-766 CE [Stark, 2016]. This tamga
appears on the reverse of Chinese style cast copper coins issued by the Tiirgesh, with the Sogdian
script obverse inscription. Byy twrkyS$ x’x’n pny = coin of the Lord Qaghan of the Tiirgesh. It is
also clear that the countermark inscribed x’x’n Byy (79v) is written in a very similar style to these
words on the Tiirgesh copper coin. These connections have been made by [Thierry 1999: 323],
Dovudi [Dovudi, 2018: 14-15], and Babayarov and Asanov [Babayarov and Asanov 2020: 16]. In
spite of these connections Babayarov and Asanov [2020: 14] identified the countermarked coins
as issues from Tokharistan, and Baratova [Baratova, 1999: 224] linked them with the site of Ajina
Tepe in southern Tajikistan. Thierry [Thierry, 2011: 5-6] attributed them to the Tiirgesh, but in
former Hephthalite territories annexed by the Turks (presumably also meaning Tokharistan),
without specifying their location.

The discovery of this hoard in Kazakstan in the territory ruled by the Tiirgesh suggests that
the links in terminology, style of Sogdian writing and the appearance of the tamga all point to their
zone of circulation being in the Tiirgesh Khaganate. The reports of stray examples in hoards from
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan illustrate the wider circulation of Peroz drachms, rather than offering
locations for their countermarking. The hoard found at Kaynarbulak was found in the next room
to a copper coin of the Tiirgesh and is located about 100 km South-East of the site of Otrar where
locally issued coins with the Tiirgesh tamga have been found [Baratova, 1999: 253]. The casting
of Tiirgesh copper coins has been observed at three sites to the East of Kaynarbulak at Ispijab, 15
km to the East, at Taraz 150 km and at Farab 600 km [Baitanaev, Petrov and Bragin, 2021: 226].
So it is eastwards from Otrar that the bulk of the finds of the Chinese style Tiirgesh coins and their
production have been reported. The discovery of this hoard within the region of the circulation of
Tiirgesh copper coins, primarily in the region of northern Kyrgyzstan and the neighbouring areas
of Kazakstan, suggests strongly that the countermarks were applied to enable these Peroz drachms
to circulate there. The titles on the countermarks, Khagan, Tarkhan and Tegin, are all documented
as in use by the Tiirgesh [Stark, 2016].

The attribution of the countermarks on the coins in this hoard to the Tiirgesh takes them
chronologically far from the time of their original issue. It raises the question of how could coins
issued in the second half of the fifth century still be in active use in the first half of the eight
century. The hoard parcel in Berlin from the Babylon hoard shows that such countermarked Peroz
drachms were still available for inclusion in a hoard deposited in the early ninth century, and the
inclusion of one of these countermarked coins in the hoard from Shashkat also of the late eighth
confirms their longevity. The widespread use of Peroz drachms in Sogdia and Tokharistan would
make such coins readily available to the Tiirgesh, particularly during their military campaigns
further West into there regions. The use of the Tiirgesh tamga for countermarking Sasanian coins
was not restricted to Peroz drachms, but this countermark has also been reported on a coin of
Kawad, 498-531 CE [Loginov-Nikitin, 1993: 97] and on coins of Khusrau I, 591-628 CE, dated
602 and 621 [Zeno.ru, 169193].

Conclusion. The discovery of the hoard of countermarked Peroz drachms at Kaynarbulak,
Shimkent, Kazakstan has served to clarify the attribution of the countermarks on them to the
Tiirgesh (c. 699-766 CE) and to date them to the eighth century. It is, however, unclear where the
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majority of these countermarks were applied. Such countermarked Peroz coins are rarely found in
excavations, and none in Kazakstan apart from this hoard. The Tiirgesh controlled territory far to
the West of where these coins were found, so it remains possible that they were countermarked in
another part of the territory under Tiirgesh control.

This adds another chapter to the story of the circulation of Peroz’s coins and their imitations
across Central Asia and beyond into China and South Asia. The rare occurrence of a hoard of such
coins from an excavated context is to be highly valued for the precision of the information it yields.
It serves to correct several misunderstandings of these coins and their countermarks and advances
our understanding of the monetary system of ancient Kazakstan.

Photo table 1.
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